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INTRODUCTION, 



Having heretofore published an article in the Argujof Western 
Anaerica, in which I pronoised to vindicate the character and credijt 
of my brother,- John Banks, who performed a distinguished part 
In the revolution, and who died in the jear 1784, against the as- ' 
persions of the historical publications of Judge William Johnson^ 
aod Doctor Charles Caldwell, I now proceed to the performance 
of that duty. 

Since the promise was made, I have been so much- afflicted by 
disease and pam, that I have been compelled to write at intervals 
of cas^, and often in a reclining posture, which has occasioned the 
Biecessity of eniploying an amanuensis, to transcribe more intelli- 
gibly, what haa been thus prepared. I have also been considera- 
bly retarded by the trouble it has cost me, to arrange facts and 
dates in chronological order; and although I am not entirely satis- 
fied, yet my memory assures me, that the errors, if any, wiM be 
unimportant* 

While the mind has been thus devoted to arrangement, it could 
not a l«o be employed in the choice of woriJs or phraseology. My 
main purpose was, to exhibit the truths in all matters deemed ne- 
cessary for publication. From the reasons which have been 
shown, I am aware that the following pages will afford many caus- 
es for criticism; but as my purpose is, by the means of simple and 
plain illustration, to effect the main object which has urged me to 
this publication, provided I shall succeed therein, 1 will bear the 
castigation of critics without a murmur. 

But as it is my intention to publish an anr>ended edition, as «ooa 
as circumstances will require it, I shall ask some indulgence on 
that account, and observe, that the following sheeta have been sent 
into the world chiefly for the purpose of vindicating the conduct 
and character of a much respected brother, and as I believe, an 
upright man, and a genuine and meritorious patriot. 

1 am aware that this publication will excite some surprise; but 
should the following pages be read with attention, the matter 
which they contain, will excite much more^ They will embrace 
and bring into view very important transactiqns .with the govern- 
or of Virginia and the commander of the southern army,^nd relate 
to many events and many names that were conspicuous in the lat^ 
ter years of the revolution, to wit, 17$0, 1781, 1782, 1783, and . 



some events of 1784, when Mr. Banks^ died, and some subsequent 
inatters having a coi^nexion with him and his affairs. 

John Banks '^as, afn<r time, in public oflSce, He was neither 
a public defaulter nor a speculator on the public resources; as his 
defanners have represented. He never was indebted to the pub- 
lic; but was often a liberal and patriotic creditor, and when he 
died, had large claims upon the justice and liberality of his coun- 
try, which have never been satisfied or even liquidated; all which, 
will be fully shown in the following pages. 

It will be ako shown, that John Baiiks was the benefactor of 
General Greene, and the saviour of the army which Greene com- 
manded, and rendered. more service to the successful terminatioD 
of the revolution, than j^ny other private individual; so thai his ca- 
lumniators may prepare to retract the chj^rges which they have 
made, or to bear the condemnation of a generous public; whcrm 
they have abused by a long and studied chain^of misrepr^enta- 
tions; and also to be constantly remicided, by rebukirig consciences, 
that they have borne false witness against their neighbor^ and still more, 
have called back fiom the tomb the departed spirit of his coun- 
try's benefactor, to bear testimony against tliem. » . 

I shall now proceed in the execution of my long standing prom- 
ise, and will commence with a memorial, followed by a sketch of 
John Banks from his birth to his death, give sketches of General 
Greene's private and military character, and sketches of other 
military and civil characters, with many illustrations, which will 

either instruct or amuse the reader. 

« • « 

P. S. I have heretofore published many p^imphlets, both in 
• Virginia and Kentucky, relating to public interests, which have 
* been gratuitously circulated. In this case, those who choose to 
f pdd, must purchase. 
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MEMORIAL. 



■Po the konornhie ihe Members of the Senate and House of RepresentU' 

ihe.s of the Unite.'! $tntes^ the Mf mo rial of Henry Banks, of the 

\ ^'(y 'if Ri'hT^vmd in Virginia^ but now at Frankfort in Kentucky^ 

tespectfuUy shozveth: 

i ■ 
ii 

Your memorialist solicits the attention of your honorable body 
to a series of events which happened in the yearss 1780, 1781, 
1782, 1783 and 1784, havinj; connexion with the revolutionary 
tvar, and to the consequenceij pf those events, from which the 
United Statf^s derived ijreHt benefit, and from which your memo- 
I riali!«t sustained very great injuries, which have not been redress- 
ed, and whicli now bear very oppressively upon him; in considera- 
tion* of whk.h, he asks ju!?tice and remuneration frond the United 
I States. 

I Your memorialist represents himself as the brother, agent, 

friend, representative, guarantee, heir and injured security of 

[ John Banlis, the contractor, the supporter, and the saviour of the 

|. ifouthern army, in the limes of the greatest danger and suffering; 

that the services conferred, and the benefits received from him, 

particularly in the year 1782, when the southern army was not 

i only destitute of clothing and provisions, but was alsd in a mgti- 

1 nous condition— when the comnrlander, General Nathaniel Greene, 

[ was compelled to ?eek the assistance of John Banlis, and after^ 

I wards was induced, in the fulness of his gratitude ^nd most per- 

I feet knowledge and enjoyment of great benefits, to write to Mr. 

\ Banks a letter of some length, containingwhat follows: 

I "The comfortable condition in which you have placed the ar- 

\ my. demands our warmest acknowledgments; for although yoit 

were the only man who had the will and the means to render such ser- 

\ vices^ our obligations are not the less on that account. But great as 

all our other obligations to you are, it will be greater than all the 

1. rest, if you will undertake to supply them with provisions also." 

^ The exhausted state of South-Carolina, at ihat time, forbade 

: the hope of obtaining^provisions from that quarter^ After some 

time and necessary explanalions, a contract was made by Jo^n 

B^nks, under the direction of Greene, with an assurance that in 

consideration of the exhausted situation of tli^ country, and the 

hazard of getting provisions from other States, the United blates 
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would mdemnify him. In this contract, General Greene's aids. 
Major Ichabod Burnet and Major Robert Forsythe, became part- 
ners with Batiks. The army was immediately made comfortable 
and satisfied, and their military duties and orders were executed. , 

General Greene drew bills upon Robert Morris, the Fii>ancier 
li of the United States, by Morris' own permission; they were re- 

ceived in payment by Banks; Greene hfid no other means of pay- 
ing; but Morris neither accepted nor paid the bills. Banks nof 
only sustained great losses and injuries, but the want of funds to 
purchase other provisions, created new difficulties. Vessels I oacl- 
ed with provisions were captured by the enemy, and thus increas- 
ed and extended those losses to sums not now known. 

When the British forces evacuated Charleston, and Banks' aid 
was no longer wanted, his views were presented to the mind of 
General Greene. H^ made no effort ta indemnify him for losses — 
not even for the dishonor of the bills on Morris. He was, there'^ 

^ ... 7 

fore, harras«ed by many, and particularly by Greene, who had 
guarantied some contracts which were necessary to his husiness. 
Banks was of a weakly constitution, and being thus involved, be- 
came sick at Washington in North-Carolina, where be breathed 
his last in August 1784, in the 27th year of his age, far from 
honre, friends and relatives. General Greene being present, oil- 
tained the possession of all his money, debts, notes, merchandize 
and books, and soon after obtained letters of administration, by 
the means of which, he completed by law, what he had commeo* 
qed as a depredator. 

Your memorialist cannot state what Greene obtained, nor doea 
he know in what manner what he did obtain was disposed of; but 
he has no hesitation in saying, that Greene converted every thing 
he got or could get, to his own usets and purposes, and destroyed 
every document which might militate against him and his deeds. 

Shortly after the death of John Banks, Greene came ort ta 
Richmond in Virginia, and brought with him a guaranty which, 
your memorialist had executed to him shortly before Banks' 
death. Greene th^n promised a speedy and faithful administra*- 
tian df Banks' affair^, and obtained the sanction of your memorial- 
ist, under the full reliance that he would be regulated therein bj 
truth, honor and expedition; but Greeiie having failed in his. 
promises, your memorialist wrote several letters to higri, soine, 
time before his death, to which he made no answers. 

Greene died in 1786, and no settlement or account has b^en, 
rendered; but many data, the knowledge oi which, long a,fier-_ 
wards obtained, has convinced your memorialist that Greene, re* 
ceived much more in value, &c. than was sufficient for his indemr 
niGcation as security, an^ unless he granted exonerations to some 
of the persons whom he chose to favor, a very great surplus bei! 
yond the sums forVhicb he was btundasa guarantee, would baTCi , 
remained. 






Vour memoiiatist showeth, (hat in the year 1788, Congress wal,„ 
loduced, upon an ex parte report made by Alcxnnder HaiAilton,' ' 
then the Secretary of the Treasiirj', to pay to Greene's represeii-' 

tatives § , in consideration of hU >MPPO^ed loesos in the 

aforesnid matters; and again, i " " " herine 

Greene, in 1793, Cougress was r sum, 

amouDlingto § ; but the at yment 

' of the mone}, directed Ihiil the Yi : up all 

the properly and securities that h 

^ Your memorialist here shows, I lat the 

' two suma paid hyacls of Congre ual to 

■- the losses and injuries Buslaitied t sal and 

; failure of Robert Morris to pay td that 

'■■ Greene's represenlativas had pre ication 

. from Banks' estate, or had bec< larger 

sums. Your memorialist cannot ^e mat' 

tere, but he speaks positively relating tvnn estate on Cuniherland 

Island, in Georgia,'consis(ing of land and negroes, nfcich Banks 

had purchased, for which Greene became the guarantee in bonds, 

and that those bonds were paid by the acts of Congress; so that 

i, Greene's representalives ought to have surrendered the possession 

of that estate, both land and slaves, to the agents of the United 

I States; but Ihe'posse^sion has not been released or surrendered, 

i but has heeo enjoyed by them, or some of them, with rents and 

profits, since 1734, when Banks died, to this time. 

Your memorialist also represents, that Greene claimed and 
received from Robert Forsyihe, who was one of the partners of 
I Banks, under the lirm of Robert Forsyihe and Co. the mercantile 
[ capital which wns in For^ylhe's hands at his death. He like- 
\ Wise obtained the mercantile capital which was in the hands of 
I Ichabod Burnet, another of Banks' parlnors, under the iirm of 
I Baiik^, Burnetand Co. and particularly a large amoutit of goqdl 
I which Burnet bad carried with him to the Hayanna, where he 
died; the amount has been variously slated, from $30,000 to 
I £9,000 sterling. He avers that the same Forsythe and the same 
Burnet were interested in the contracts for furnishing provisions 
I to the army, and likewise in the purchases of goods for which 
! Greene was the security; and healsoslates, that there we're then, 
I and are now, reasons for believing that Greene was the secret 
' partner of Forsythe and Burnet, of which demonstrations' will be 
, made. 
I Upon the whole, your memorialist conceives that the money 

Slid by the two acts of Congress, does not exceed the losses which 
anks sustained on the contract for supplying the army wiih pro- 
visions, and that he is entitled, as representative as aforesaid, for 
all that Greene received, or might have received in consideration 
«f the aforesaid adminiBtratiot), and likewise the interest held by 



• J''jJ'finls.,;iiid pri>fi'!>; and ' 
*'■* *ono'fMt.clain.«andl..s 



1 Island, and a large imrnber of slaves, wilti 
d jour IriemoriHlist refers to a full elurida- 
ihsn of Ms cl'iinii and h'Sfes, bj reasons which^re tnWy 6\sp\ayeA 
in a pampidff pu .|i=hed by liim^clf, which is hereunto annexed. 

Your mem.iriHlist witl hereafter furnish documeiils, and more 
fu olher riaitns against Ihe United 

St :r house, of Huoter, Banks and Co. 

wl ih and 58lh p^ees of the annescd 

P^ 'h has been avviaed by llie govero- 

nii ler pretence of Ihe vulunlary and 

er been made to the representatives 

s of his youlh and prosperity, was 
on e will and the means to be useful 

lo ho were engaged in its service. 

H' e fortune which he hns enjoyed, 

and hn* suffered gr^t nijuries and privations; and now, when 
age-worn, ^care-worn, and debilitated'— wheti his life is ebbing 
.away, he has been induced, as a necessary means of vinjiicaling 
his deceased brother, and demonel rating his own rights and claims, 
partly lb connexion with that brother, lb revive scenet and re- 
cblleclions of more than iorly years' date," and in terms which 
denote the consciousness of his c]aith^ lo submit to the honorable 
representatives of the nation, the following prayer: That thev 
will, by their own voluntary act, grant to him such measure of 
-justice, as may be sustained by demonslralion; or (hat they will 
authorise some public tribunal lo make decrees or sanction issues 
in the premises, or consent that competent and disinterested ar- 
biters or umpires may make such award and report as mny 
comport with Ihe principles of jusiice; that they will assert, 
against Greene's representatives, the fulfilment on their part of the 
conditions of the act of 1793 — will receive all property and se- 
curities guarantied by that act, with rents and profits, and hold 
the same as the property of the United Slates, subject to the jusl 
claim of your memorialist. 

And your memorialist, in respectful duly, &;c. as betotnes an 
independent citizen. acknowJedges and bows to superior power; 
at the stime lime, not only claims, but will hereafter demonstale 
the rectitude of those claims (o justice and remuneration. 

HENRK BANKS. 

Match 2fith, 1836. 



^OHN BANKS, OF VIRGINIA. 



John BanK$, the^ubject of these memoirs and this vindication^ 
V^as bonianclj-aised in the Gonnty of Stafford^ in Virginia, at Green 
Bank, the well known seat of Gerard Banks, Esq. upon the Rappa- 
hannoc, about four miles from Fredericksburg, and nearly the 
same distance from Falmouth. I take much pleasiirq in acknowl- 
edging, that he was my eldest brother. He was of a very deli- 
cate constitutf!3n; so much the reverse of my own, that Although 
there were three years and more of difference in our ages, there 
w^s, from my earliest recollection, very little in our size. We 
w^ere, in sports at school, on visits, &c. constant companions, ana 
partakers of the same beds, and never held or claimed any thin^p 
in exclusion of each other, until the affairs of business, qu his ar- 
rival to manhood, separated us; but, however separated m person, 
our souls were.united by t-he strongest^ties of mutual affection and 
reciprocalcontidence. He was in stature about five feet ten 
inches high, delicately and elegantly formed, of handsome fea- 
tures, smiling. countenance and winhing address, and totally free 
fron^ gambling, drinking, and all kinds of dissipation. Jolvn 
Banks had received, at Fredericksburg and other places, a classic 
cal education, such as could then be obtained and imparted in es- 
tablislvments wbecu a single, uuassi&ted teacher performed all the 
duties of his school. 

At the age of about eighteen years, be was desirous to obtain 
an appointment in the army, suitable to his education, constitution 
and station, but did not succeed. Superadded to the delicacy of 
his form, he had received an injury in his left arm, by Inoculation, 
f jVom which, he, after several years of .pain, was cured by the ex- - 
y foliation of the bone, which literally unfitted him for the rugged 
I 4iuties of a soldier; but his active mind soon took another and 
more s,ui table direction. He devoted himself to commerce, and 
! r:ommenced his mercantile career at Fredericksburg, in pnrtner- 
I ship with a gentleman who had been regularly instructed in a 
i' counting-house. This partnership servedto open and expand the 
I J!n'5enil(?-mind of (he yoiing adventurer; but was of short dura* 
I tion, owing to his partner's habits of gaming — a habit to which 
John Banks was never addicted. 

From Fredericksburg he went to Norfolk, with letters of friend- 
ly inlrndnctioh to respectable merchants; and from Norfolk bQ 

2 ' ■'■ . 
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went to the WesMndies, with letters of Uic same character^ 
where he obtained the confidence of men of the first capital and 
mercantile fame. Wherev.er he presented himself in the West- 
Indies, he obtained consignments and agencies^ which induced him 
to return to Virginia — nat to Fredericksburg, but to Richmond, 
tht capital of Virginia, at the falls of James river, artd the market 
.for the tobacco then much celebrated by the designation of th6 
James river tobacco. 

On his return to Virginia, he formed a partnership with Jafnefi 
Hunter, at Fredericksburg, who was then in partnership) with 
two old and respectable . merchants, under the firm, of Smith, 
Bowdoin and Hunter. The firm of the new house was Hunter^ 
Banks and Co. The terms weVe, that Banks should be the ex- 
clusive manager of the business, and hold one half of the concern,* 
His consignments, agencies and enterprises were soon so great, 
that he was constantly employed in his vocations,*in purchasing 
and shipping tobacco, and in promiscuous mercantile transactions, 
jand was particularly fond of being interested in mercantile vessels 
haying public commissions,, called I^etters of Marq^ue, by the 
tiieans of, which he soon afterwards caused great injuries to ibd 
enemy, as will hereafter be seen. 

Ip the winter of 1780 and 17^1, Richmond was suddenly sqr- 
prised and taken possession of by the traitor. General Arnold, 
then in the British service. Oppiosition was not made to him. 
The Governor, Jefferson, and many others friendly to our cause, 
made precipitate retreats. *The lukewarm and disaffected^ re- 
inained. As John Banks had given decided manifestations of his 
political principles, they were made known to Arnold, who took 
this opportunity of retaliating, and actually destroyed a large 
quantity of salt, sail duck and dry goods, and between ^0 and 100» 
hogsheads oC rum, which wer6 in the possession of John Banks; 
the computed value of all which, was at thattime equivalent to 
thirty or forty thousand dollars; whilst one of the same houses or 
stores, containing similar articles, which belonged to some sus" 
pected or disaffected inhabitants, wns protected and saved by the 
marauders. 

The scene of destruction was in the main street, about one hun- 
dred and fifty yards from Shockoe creek, and nearly opposite thit 
present Union tavern. It was done by bringing the salt, canvass. 
Sec, into a heap, and was there consumed by fire, and at the same^ 
lime by knocking in the heads of the rum hogsheads, which took 
fire, and ia that situation flowed into Shockoe creek, thence to the 
river, and exhibited the singular spectacle of the river on fire. This 
was the first sacrifice which John Banks suffered for tiis political 
devotion to his country. Arnold,' after having 'done otner mis-^ 
chief of like charactef, retreated* to his shippings which lay aljt 
Westo^r, and returned to Portsmouth. 
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Huntep, Banks an4 Co,» then owned, and were concerned in, 
and superintended, in Janr»6s river, a few nniles below Richmond, 
a ship of 20 guns, four briga of from 12 to 16 guns ej^cii, and two 
schooners, all arR;ied, equipped and loaded for sea, with car- 
goes of tobacco. Immediately after Arnold's invasion, Janice 
river being blocked up, the active and enterprising character of 
John Bunks induced hixp to go. into Norlh-CaruJina, to superintend 
other vessels, one of which had captured a valuable pri^e, laden 
with British goods, chiefly suitable (or the army. He \erj soon 
afterwards fitted out vessels as cruisers against the enemy, vvhicU 
were successful: so that the scene of his business was transferred 
from Richmond toEdcnton, Newbern, Wilmington, Washington 
and Beaufort, in North and South Carolina; and it was at some of 
theso places, that be had transactions with.^ome agents of the 
army> which will be hereafter noticed. In the njean tinae, the 
British took post at Portsipouth, with a. small fprce, and presented 
to th&nnind of Governor Jefferson, an opportunity of rendering a 
public service to his country, and acquiring, the. glory and ftimeui 
a splendid achievement for himself. He, therefore, forraied the, 
plan 'of attacking and capturing tbe^British forces, with th^ir gen- 
eral, the traitor Arnold -^ but neither Virginia lior. the United 
States possessed any nayaj force equal to the purpose, and therq 
was but little naval force in the State, except the vessels of Hun* 
ter, Banks and Co. John Banks, the sole acting partner, had 
gone to North-Carolina, and had transferred his powei* to the 
writer of this joaemoir,^ who, then young and ijiexperienced, and 
Animated by the feelings of his brother, gladly listened to the pro- 
posals of Governor Jefferson; and;Upon the pledge made by hin\» 
to the writer in, person, in the council room,, to which he was in- 
vited, of the guaranty of the State for the indemnification of the ^ 
owners of the vessels, he cpnsented.that they should co-operate 
with the Ijind forces. These vessels weje thus guarantied and. 
employed many weeks in public service^ and failed, to go to sea 
according to their several destinations. At length a British fleet 
of superior force hav,ing arrived in liampton Roads, prevented 
their safe passage to sea. The river laeing thus blocked up by a 
superior force, Governor JeffersoQ dismissed and discharged al^^ 
Vtho§e vessels tyhich he had guarantied, and gave as a reason that 
he did so, because a superior British fleet had arrived, ancjhad^ 
rendered them use4ess; but major general Baron Sleube'n, on ac- 
count of the United States, still retained thena in service. The, 
^rfivat chf that ^eet w«is soon followed by the arrival of the Bri(ish 
army under General Philips, which was soon succeeded by Gen- 
eral Lord Cornwallis, with another army, froro Nprth-Carolina j 
but before the arrival of Cornwallis, Philips h;vd advanced to Pe- 
tersburg, find sent a detachment, with some cannon, to a hill which "^ 
c^mms^nded those vessels,, , by means of which the enemy took;^ 
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sunk, buriTt or otherwise destroyed the whole fleet. If the wrU 
ter of this memoir had then chosen to claim the protccliotn 9P tUo 
British, and acknowledge himself a British subject, he might 
have saved the vessels and cargoes, and secured for himself inde- 
pendent wealth, by protection to so many fast sailing vessels and 
about 1,000 hogsheads of tobacco. Thus did Hunter, Balnks and 
Co. and those connected with them, sustain another loss at least 
equal to ninety or one hundred thonsaud dollars. * 

Before John Banks went to Carolina, he had sold and defivered 
to some agents of the goverment, a large parcel of goods, upon the 
terms that the value should be compensated according to the-d^* 
preciation of money. Payments were delayed; the depreciation 
. was so rapid, that the imagination could not keep pace with it, 
and to such a degree, that it advanced, from March to Aogiist^ 
from ?0 (the rate at which the contract was made) to 1000, and 
finally sunk. Upon this single transaction, Hunter, Banks and 
Co. sustained a loss of about ten thousand dollars in specie, which, 
though It has bqen ffc)ught for, has not been paid. So that their 
losses iii Virginia, from .December 1780, by Arnold, to August 
J781, weree^ual, at the least, to one hundred thousand doHafs in' 
specie; allof which happened in consequence of their devotion (a 
the American cause. - ' . - 

But great as the losses were, it was believed that they soon after 
gained nearly as much, by the indefatigable industry and succeas- 
fu] enterprises of John Banks, in North-Carolina So great were 
they, that he beoame personally obnoxious to the British com- 
inander at Charleston, and narrowly escapedbeingr^ade prisoner 
by a party which was ordered on that service. 

Before I proceed with the vindication of John Banks, I will in- 
" vite the rorKJer's attention to otl^r incidents, which put it in his 
power to be of more active utility to the United Slates, than any 
other private individual; and when we view him as totally insu- 
lated, not more than twenty-three j^ears of a^c, depending upon 
the energy and combinations of his own mind, and the aid of those 
who voluntarily attached themselves to his plans and fortunes, it 
wDuld now seem (excep! to those who knew him^ f^nd remember 
his enterprises and siiccesses) to be the flinciful tale of delusion. 
Yet I, wh^ know what will be stated to have been entirely true, 
should riQt pause or faulter, because some who read, may expect , 
what they read to be the tale ef romance; and that I, who am 11 
volunteer to avengq innocence, say of Caldivcll and Johnson, that 
their histories and romances have lallen into the St'\me error. 
But I am now writing, not to serve myself, whose race of life i.s 
nearly cjosed, nor to serve my injured brother, who has b^en dead 
more than fjrtyyefirs, and reciting to. events of more than forty 
years' date; but I do so because I have written and mean to write 
the truth, l^l^t to proceed. 
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Soon after John Banks withdrew from Richinon<l to Noril.-. 
Carolina, having delcimined to endeavor (o repair his lessees on 
James river, which have heen already shown, he wrote to me by si 
special roesbenger, and requested that 1 would procure for him six 
blank commis6io,ns for vessels which would suit for letters of 
TYiafque or privateers, and to forward them by "an express to him 
in North-Carolina. This ktter I received in Richmond. At 
thiit time the public office?, the legislature and the public archives 
%vere removed to Charlottesville, and the British army lay on th<i 
roote. I immediately commenced the journey, with noother au- 
thority or voucher than as his known representative. On my way 
J l^as mjjide f^ prisoner, by a party attached to the British army, 
find conducted to an outpost, where I was liberated, on the ground 
that 1 was a youth, taken not in arms, and permitted to retire. 
JIaving learned that the British intertded to proceed to Charlottes- 
ville, I hastened to give information at that place; but before 1 
arrived, (be British Colonel Tarleton, with a small detachment, 
had advanced to that place, and had dispersed the legislature, 
taking some, wounding some, and doing some other miscT^ief. In- 
formation had, however, been conveyed to them by Mr. John 
Jtouitt, tinrie enough for (he greatest number of them to make their 
escape. 

Tht5 legislature fled about 4Q mi)ee, to Staunton, on the west 
side of the Blue Ridge. Thither I went, and made app|[<?ation ta 
the executive council. My application was made to the board 
for the commissions, which were the object of piy journey; and 
although my application deviated from the cOstomary rules rela- 
ting to comniissions of that character, such was the knowledge 
and influence of John Banks' patriotic devotion and integrity of 
character to the cause^ that they did deliver those commissions to 
me, with a confidence that he would till the blanks which werov 
left for the names of the vessels and their commanders, with honor 
• ^nd truth- ' ^ 

While I was at Staunton, Mr, Jefferson sent to the legislature 
his resfgnation as Governor. It was received, and the Tiouse pro- 
ceeded imfnediat.ely to ihie election of General Thomas Nelson, 
who acc6pied the appointment, and put himself immediately at 
the head of the militia, and ever' after considered the enemv's 
lines as his head quarters. Heretifl^r, I shall take further notice 
of this distinguished patriot. 

With the commisstons, I returned to Richmond, and for\yarded 
them by a young man woilhy of confidence, with directions to 
travel as far from the British parties of regulars and tories in North- 
Carolina, as he could, and take advantage of the American de- 
tachmeijtjj. He obeyed his instructions,- and by porforniing cir- 
(juits, and losing about 100 mites, h^ deliv/jred his important trust 
k». safety. Ai that time, John Banks' dovotedness and useful- 



£ie&3 w^pc ^ wq)1 known in the lower parts of the Sls^e, that si 
letter to him was ever}' where a passport to the bearer. 

Soon after John Banks received those commissions) he commem 
ced a career ef naval enterprise and warfare, which gave ne.w en- 
ergy and activity to the seaboard district of North-Carolina, and 
parts of South- Carolina, filled the enemy wilh surprise, and re^ 
vived the drooping spirits of the people. It also excited a spirit 
/^of enterprise and adventure, 4'hich rewarded them with rich and 
useful spoils. Thus it was that the whole marine region of North- ^ 
Carolina, which was ready to sink uiider the British yoke, be- 
came a formidable barrier of strength, a band of useful patri- 
ots in the public cause, and afforded, by th%ir intercourse with the 
interior inhabitants, necessary supplies td those corps which wero» 
commanded' by Marion, Sumpter and others* . 

Such events, and such consequences, excited in the British com- 

mandants^a desire to take Mr. Banks prisoner. The attempt was 

noade, but without success; but some of their parties destroyed 

. many of the naval and commercial preparations which he had 

made and was making. 

In the course of the many captures which were made by Mr. 
Banks' vessels and those in which he was concerned, some res-, 
pectable passengers became prisoners.- To these he deported 
himself with so much kindness and liberality, that he ensured 
their friendship, the benefits of which he experienced a&erwards^ ' 
when he was authorised by 'General Groen and other public 
functionaries, to go into Charleston with a flag, to supply the in- 
habitiints with provisions, and to receive clothing from the British, 
merchants, which was so much wanted in the .American army. 

At Beaufort in South- Caroling), he had collected and loaded for. 
the Havanna, several small fast sailing vessels; but while they< 
were in port, British armed vessels arrived, and captured or des- 
troyed them all. Insurance was ordered to be made in St. Eusta- 
tia, on many of these vessels, which were loaded and ready for sea,, 
to the amount of forty or fifty thousand dollars; but whether it 
was ever made or not, I have no means of kfiowing; or if made, 
who received the benefits thereof*^^ 

His mdiistry and enterprises continued to the end of the war, 
and several of his valuable vessels were taken by the British, after 
the right to capture had cc-ased; but, for reasons which will, 
hereafter appear, they were never obtained by him, and if obtain-, 
ed by his administrator, (hexeafter to be noticed,) have not been 
accounted for. It has been admitted by Judge Johnson, that he 
had transactions in North-Carolina Svith gome army agents, and 
having given them great satisfaction, and excited in them a high 
respect for hie character and honor, they requested him to make 
proposals to General Green, to supply the army«vith clothing. 
After some delajis and suffering of itie troops, a conti;iaci wa« 
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made, under the examinattdh and approbation of General Gneen, 
and was fully compiled with on the part of Banks; so that Gron- 
eral Wayne and many others acknowledged that they had never 
before seen an army so well clothed. Here follows an extract 
from General H. Lee's Memoirs, page 450: 

** Among the adventurers, who, about the end of August or be- 

f inning of September, made their way into Charleston, was Mr. 
obh Banks, of Virginia. This gentleman, no doubt with per- 
mission, after a short stay in town, visited the American army. 
Here he w^s introduced to General Green, and well knowing the 
condition of his countrymen in arms, and also convinced of the 
GeneraPs solicitude to relieve their sufferings, he offered to pro- 
cure and deliver whatever inight be wanted. Green having 
be^n, as before mentioned, authorised by the superintendent of 
finances, to enter into contracts for supplying the army, did, not 
hesitate in accepting Banks' proposal, and a contract was arrang- 
ed with him, for the requisite clothing, to be delivered on the 
evacuation of Charleston. This was the first opportunity which ' 
was presented, for .effecting the long wished for object. It was 
embraced with avidity, and Mr. Banks completely executed the 
contract, at the designate! period, to the joy of the General and 
army." 

All the writers 6f the Southern War agree in this, that the 
^rmy, as well as the country generally, were in the greatest dis- 
tress for clothing, as well a« other necessaries; and those who 
treat of the details of those distresses, as they relate to the army, 
admit that they were removed by the enterprise, capital and 
credit of Mr. John Banks* General Lee; who was an eye witness 
of those things, and was moreover ai personal acquaintance of Mr. 
Banks, has given the foregoing sketch, which is an honorable me- 
morial of Mr. Banks' services and merit. But Doctor Charles 
Caldwell, when he wrote his fables and rhodomontades, in his 
work called the Life of Green, has, for the purpose of establishing 
his work, and giving the greater splendor to iHe fame of Gr6en, 
published false and groundless charges against Mr. Banks, for, 
which he could not pretend to offer the slightest excuse, except to 
say that he derived some verbial information from Judge Pendle- 
ton, a person who was not less known asa fabricater and publisher 
of falsehoods, than he was known for an orderly, genteel and dec- 
orous deportment in society, in convivial parties, and at the toilet. 
Why Doctor Caldwell, who had borrowed so much from Lee's 
Memoirs,.should, upon this particular, have dealt in rpmance, will 
ever remain among the se»rets or mysteries which he cannot or 
will not develop. Let it suffice, that his tah;, upon this subject, 
is malicious, false and groundless, and ^ centra4icfed by the fore- 
going quotation. 
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But, iniquitous a5 were Caldwell's rhodoxnoDtades, they hear 
no comparison in turpitude, to the studied, sytematical falsehoods 
contained in the second volume of a work published bj Judge 
William Johnson^ who has incumbered his folios with suj:h fabri- 
cations and romances as a writer of novels^ bavlrig regard to the 
probabilities of human life and hum»n transactions, would have 
' been ashamed to utter. For my own individual purpose, it might 
be enough to say, that they are groundless fabrications; but t 
think it my duty to the deceased, and my province as an investi- 
gator and reporter upon his several data, to give publicity to what 
I know^ind believe ; and for that pu-rpose, I have thought fit to prq-* 
sent to his view and consideration, a hiographical sketch of Mr. 
John Banks of Virginia, who has been honorably mentioned by 
General Lee, odiously by Doctor Caldwell^ and most exceptiona- 
bly, falsely and criminally by Judge Johnson. 

This notorious fact, in connexion with other services rendered 
td General Green, the oflScers, the army, and tl>C public service in 
general, induced Greneral Green to make a public acknowledg- 
ment, soliciting that the same John Banks would also undertake 
tp supply the army with provisions; which letter was couched, as 
fur as can be remembered, in the follov^ng terms : Tfie comforta- 
ble condition in which you have placed the army ^.demands ourzoarrnest 
9LchnowUdgments ; but^f^reat as all our other obligations have been to 
ypu^ it will be greater than alt the rest^ ify^"^ "^^^ 2Pi7/ undertake to 
feed the sujfering soldiers* 

Thus flattered and allured5 Mr. Banks Wcls inducied to give due 
attention to the solicitation of General Green. He was invited 
to, and resided at head quarters, as ap inmate of General Green's 
family. While at head quarters, he had entered into mercantile 
partnerships with two of General Green's most confidential aids 
and friends, Major Ichabod Burnet, of New-Jersey, ^and Major 
flobert Forsythe^ of Fredericksburg in Virginia, the latter of 
whorn had been acquainted with Mr. Banks from his boyhood. 
These partnerships were not to be divulged until after the evacua- 
tion of Charleston, then expected; but before the contract fo? 
supplying the army was fulfilled, a letter from Banks to his part- 
ner, Hunter, who resided at Fredericksburg, had been opened, 
and promulgated these mattery; and General Gret^n was censur- 
ed, under the allegation or suspicion that he was also concerned; 
but the matter heing investigated, it was satisfactorily ajscertaincd, 
80 far as Mr. Banks had any knowledge, that General Green had 
no interest in any of his concerns or contracts. 

This contract being closed, Mr; Ban!;:? entered p.pon his dutitfl 
with his usual zeal and industry, and encountered nr.any ditncul- 
iiesand destructive losses therein, several vesselsjaden with pro- 
visions from Virginia and North-Carolifta, being captured in the 
passage, by the cruisers of thaedemy, subjected the partit'stc 
g refit iQsses. 
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. Chnrteston was short)} aflerwards evactibtecl^ and !be Ameri- 
can armj took possessioi^b ^The partnerfihips of Banks with Bar- 
Bet and Forsjthe^ were then annoanced*, and. an exiensive retail 
store was opehed in Charleston, under, the tirra of Robert Foi^ 
Bythe and Co< and another concern was denonninated Banks, Bur- * 
net and Co* the partners of whtth were John Banks, James Hun- 
ter, ichabod Burnet and Robert Forsythe; and it was conjectured 
and propagated by wide circulating report, that General Green' 
was concerned in the contracts ^nd companies. The suspicion 
was founded upon the interest of his two aids, Burnet and For- 
sythe, who had neither capital nor credit, ejccept as they had thus 
obtained thAn. So fur as related to John Banks, General Greeft^ 
was not concerned ; but whether he was or was not a dormant 
partner of Burnet and Forsythe, was never ascertained ; but there 
were, and yet are/ jr^any circumstances to mduce the belief that 
he was their secret oortner. As Mr. Banks died in August. 1)84, 
at Washington in No/th-Caroiina, and General Green soon after- 
awards obtained the'entire possession and legal control of all his. 
p^ersand efiVcts, heai^d his sucpess6rs have therefore had, fr6m 
that time to the present, the^only means of development* 

"Afler the contract for supplying the army had expired, nnd the 
army had been disbanded and returned to their home's, Mr. Banks 
devoted hinlself to the settlement of his affairs in Charleston, with 
an intention of returning to Virginia, and again residing at Rich* 
ntond; and to this purpose, all hiscoitduct, as well as his avowed 
intentions, obviously tended. 

In the latter part of June, or early in July, Mr. Banks ar- 
rived in Petersburg in Virginia, where large debts were due him, 
and by express requested my immedrate attention at that place. 
I aacordingly hastened to see him. He then fully commanicated 
to me his situation and intentions, and requested that I would, by^ 
ipvrKings, enter into engagements to indemnify General Green and 
Captain Carnes, who had become his securities in Charleston, as- 
suring me at the time, that 1 should incur no risk. He ^l«o sta- 
ted, ihal he WQuld immediately return to North-Car6lina, where 
be expected to see General Gj'een, and from thence would return 
to Virginia. He accordingly ditl return, and in the latter part of 
August following, he died at Washington in Carolirrai 

l^'rom Washington tn North- Carolina, where Mr. Banks died* 
General Green and Captain Carnes hastened to Richmond, and 
brought with them the first intelligence of bis death. They had 
obtained the written guaranties to themselves, (which prob* 
ably drought them to that place,) and on» their arrival at rlich- 
nnond^presented them to me for a more formal authentication* 
with which I was induced to comply, upon the assurance made by 
Green and* recomnaended by Col. Edward Carrington, that hrf ^ 
would immediately close the administration, and give up all pa 
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p(%rs And assets to me; a^d upon (he AAiher assurance, that ti^ 
did not believe that there would be ttiuch, if any deBciency. My 
guaranty was predicated 'upon a coppdence in these facts, im- 
pressed upon me by General Qreen and Calortel Carrington* 

Thus died, in the.bloom of youth and usefulness, one of the most 
indefatigable and enterprising young itien that ever existed. He 
h''id been engaged in mercantile pursuits abo^t four years, three 
of which were intensively devoted to purposes and pursuits which 
were necessary and beneficial to the public interests of his coan- 

- try.. The last year of his Irfe was devoted to the setttenfieot of his 
multipliad and extens^ive concerns in N.orth and South Carolina, 
with an intention of returning to Virginia and resicKngat Rich- 

'^inond; but the hand of death, which deprived him of life, impart- 
ed. a ^hock to his family, which has never been surmounted^ It 
foon after became fashionable for the friends of General Greeh to 
calamaiate Mr. Banks, in ^vhich they were, the more successful, 

- Decause, by the surreptitious examination of Green, already men- 
tioneiJ, they had obtained full control of. all 'his effect?, real and 
perfjonal, books, papers, and his correspondence; even his private 
family letters, having no relation to business, have been exposed 
in pnblic offices, and withheld from his relations, in the hope that 
malignity and iniquity might tiud something on which they nnight 
feed and deUghtv 

Although I have been fully sensible of the iniquity of such pro* 
ceedings, and foulness of the calumnies which haVe been circula- 
ted, it has not been in my power, until nowj to make even an ef- 
fort to meet bis accusers^ and for the opportunity of doing this, ! 
am indebted to. ,Judge William, Johnson, b( South-Carolina, for 
his books, although written for the purpose of giving the finishing 
i|low to Mr. Banks' character. These pondrous volpmes^ con- 

' iaining a thousand pages, (some of which are true,) put it in nny 
power to say, that the efforts of the Judge will recoil upon hinir 
self, and defeat his own purposes. 

I shall now, for the present, take leave of Judge Johnson and^his 
history, with the final declaration^ that no private man in the 
United States caused so much injury to the piiblic enemy, render- 
e 1 so much benefit to his country^ or sustained so much individual 
loss, as John* Banks. His losses consisted, in all his patrimony^ 
all the profits of an extensive business and adventures in Virginia, 
North-Carolina, South*Carolina and upon the ocean; and finally, 
while yet a young man^ of fine person and promise, good educa- 
tion^ elegant manners and virtuous deportnvent, he lost his life far 
from his native State, home and friends. And for all his devotioa, 
services, virtues and losses, he has received the vilest calumnies, 
and it has now become my pious duty, to relieve his repufation 
from imputations of which he was not only innocent, but incapa- 

. ble. General Green and family have been rescued froiji 



pauper^sm and insolvency, by the efforts and means of ,Mr^ 
Banks. They have lived in affluence; they have got all that 
he had, and much which ought to have gone to others; and they 
now endeavor to. consign hi& name to execration and odium. 
While, on the other hand, his own friends and connexions have 
obtained nothing but sorrow and vexation; and one of them, thtj 
writer of this memoir, has paid, on voluntary and confidential as- 
sumpsitSy very lacge suiyis of money, under heavy eniibarrass- 
ipents. 

It a^ppears from Judge Johnson's book, that there existed, be- 
tween Groen, Forsythe and. Burnet, the utmost harmony and 
friendship; although, he says, there was a temporary coolness 
^bout the promulgation of the partnership, it soon subsided, and 
they found their ownsajvation depended upon ihesecresy of their 
affairs. There is ho doubt in my mind, but that they directly or 
indirectly combined to promote Mr. Banks' destruction. Burnet 
had gone to th6 Havanna, with at leas^ §30,6Q0, first cost, of rper- 
chandize; and Forsythe wasat the head of a maghi(\centrRercan- 
tile establishment af Charleston, with a capital of at least 
£20,000 sterling. These capitals weire obtained from Banks' re^ 
sources and credit, and in part consisted of those suras for which 
Green was the security, which will be hereafter noticed. It ap- 
pears also, from the same authority, that after Mr. Banlc^' death, 
the brother of Burnet, (he having also died at the Havanna,) and 
likewise Major Forsythe^ rendered General Green the greatest ser- 
vices; but what they were, has not been explained. There is ho 
doubt but that he received the benefits of those goods at the Ha- 
vanna, and an equaj amount from Forsythe. It is also said, that 
Green received assistance from Banks' relatives; also, effects, 
debts and mortgages; but how much, where and'wh.en, are not 
stated. 

To. compete this drama of iniquity, it is only necessary to state, 
that according to the best of my l>elief. Green was Banks' security . 
only in four qases: 1st, To James Warrington, a British mer: 
chant. For this Green was released by Banks himself. 2d, To 
Newcomen and Collett,^ which was paid by the United States. 
3d, To Harris and Blackford, paid by the same, in the year——,. 
00 the petition of Catherine Green. 4th, To John W. Queen, for 
which an estate on Cumberland Island, of land and negroes, was 
mortgaged, and which has been possessed and enjoyed by Green 
nndsomepartsof his family, from 1784 or 1785; which debt was 
used as the pretence of discharging the aforesaid debt of Harris 
and Blackford, so thai Green's representatives have obtainedthe 
fand and negroes on Cumberland Island for nothing. 

If this explanation be a true one. then General Green's heirs 
have bepn entirely released from all his engagements, and have 
enjoyed, neglected or wasted all the effects, debts, rights and 
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claims of John Banks, and those partners who were ef|nsi)]y lK>iind 
with him in those debts, to wit, Barnet and Co. Forsythe and Co. 
and Hunter and Co* These matters shall be the subject of fur* 
ther publication. ^ 

The following are the names of the persons who, by some means 
or other, obtained from John Banks or his concerns, (previous to 
his death,) in Virginia, and ^orth' and South Cs^roUna^ (he sums 
annexed to thbir names: 

Smith, Bowdoin and Hunter^ (who were half interest* 
ed in ^he house of Hunter, Blanks and Oo.}.drew out of ^ 
the concern, about ^ $4Q,Q00 

peter Minor, of , Petersburg, acting under the 6rm of 
Peter Minor and Co. a protegee of James Hunter, 
about *- 20,QOO 

Alexander Philips,- the broth.er-in-law of James Hunter^ 
who first resided at Manchester, afterwards at Parts- 
mouth, s^y ' ' 10,000 
John Brown, at Richmond, acting under the firm of 
^ James Hur\ter and Co. a branch of Banks, Burnet eind 

Co. unknown, but supposed to be at l^ast 10,000 

Erasmus Gill, [late a Captain of Cavalry under the com- 
mand of General Green, a brave and good officer, bqt 
an idle, disrep^te() and extravagant man. He waa a 
particiflar acquaintance of Major Burnet, and a fa- 
vorite aid of General Qreen.] aboi^t 12.00Q 
Daniel Hopkins, of Connecticut, brother of Meyor Da- 
vid Hopkins, an officer iathe ormy, 15,000 
All of these were unsettled matters at the time of Mr* E^ank&' 
death. Smith and Bowdoin paid debts, expended money, and 
made provision for their families, with v^hat they bad in their 
hands, on the pretenca that their names had given credit to the 
house and transactions of John Banks, and that they ought to have 
adequateprotits, of which they made themselves the judged. 
^ Hunter purchased a valuable tenement in Portsmouth, at the 
point called Agnew's, under the pretence, of a benefit for the 
company; but he caused a deed to be made to a Mr. Spencc, his 
wife's brother. This property was afterwards sold for a large 
sum of money, and the pfoceeds were vested In estates in Qeor- 
gia, for the benefit of ^ntcr's children; which estate, thus oV 
tained, having emanated from BankV Carolina bu&iness, .should 
have inured, and should now inure to the payment of Newromen 
?ind Collett, and Harris and Blackford, and to the benefit of Banks* 
representatives, a;? if the titles thus obtained were vested in them. 
Some of the h\\U (Jrawn by General Green on Robert Morris, 
(which will be hereafter noticed,) weVe used in paying for this 
property, at a time when it was belieyed that the same was pur- 
chased for the company. It is likely, that JJuater and family 
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made themselves independent in Georgia, by these nnd other like 
doings; Smith and Bowdoin, by gnatching what they could, and 
holding What they got. The triumvirate rould not have secured 
and divided among them less than $100 0001 

Hunfer's man, " Brown," removed from Richmond to Peters- 
burg, and there entered into a partnership ivith Minor and Gill, 
called Minor, Gill and Brown; and onder the pretence of being* 
merchants, devoted theqiselves more to pleaiRure, dissipation, 
drinking, horse- racing and other gamblings, than any other estab- 
lishment or individuals having the command oi capital, that ever 
existed; In trMth, the capital of dry goods exposed to sale was^ 
so wasted, or so injured by negligence, that the concern soon sunk. 
Gill and Minor married, lived sumptuously, and totally failed. 
Brown lost his senses, and all of th^m became bankrupts or insol- 
vents. Baif)k^' visit to Petersburg was for the purpose of seeing 
them; h«t they chose nc^tosee him, and were therefore absent. 

I^^miel Hopkins went to the West-Indies, and being devoted to 
every species of extravagance, soon died a bankrupt, as it was re- 
ported. 

When John Banks cam^o to Virginia in 1784, such was the situa- 
tion of his affairs, £^ud such were his prospects and rights in Yir-^ 
gioia, at the time he died, which was in August 1784; atwhfch 
time General Gfreen became the administrator of his conterns. 
All the^e things I knew, and also knew that Mr. John Banks had a 
large deinand against Thon^as and Titus Ogden, of Newborn, be- 
tween fifteen and twenty -thousand dollars, and many other claims 
of debts ^nd property in vessels and unsettled adventures in 
North-Carolina. Col. William Blount was known to be the dor- 
mant partner of the Qgdens, and being authorised byiGlreen, as 
his agent, no doubt gave them an acquittal; and there is the more 
reason to believe this, because, although Blount was a man of very 
slender circumstan^reSf he soon afterwards became the purchaser 
of large tracts of vacant land in ^orth Carolina and Tennessee. 

1 also understood and believed, that the goods purchased in 
Charleston before the evacuation, for which Green had become 
security, (and which, after the evacuation, had greatly advanced 
'in value,) were worth at least $300,000; that they had been par-^ 
celled out to Burnet, under the firm of^ Banks, Burnet nnd Co. 
to FoTsythe, qnd^r the firm of Robert Forsythcand Co. to James 
Hunter, under the firm oi James Hunter and Co. and to another 
^o/ Green's aids, lifajor Pearce, under the firm of Pearce, While 

^ndCalU 

I knew that Burnet and Porsythe were partners in the contracts 
|br the army, and had received, used ^nd appropriated many of 
the bills drawn by Green upon Robert Morris for that purpose, and 
that power still existed in some of them, to finish the bnsinessv 
whe^. Banks departed froin Cbaiieston and came to Virginia. 
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I knew also, that Banks was entitled to estates of lands and 
slaves, and particularly to one third part of Cumberland Island, 
with more than one hundred slaves, now occupied by some of 
Green's descendants; so that I did not consider myself as running 
any risk, when I at first gave a written guaranty, (which was de- 
livered to him at Petersburg, and was found among his papers by 
Green,) or in executing another more formally to Green himself^ 
on his arrival at Richmond, for a^ heavy sum, far beyond my own 
resources. But I had relied on the honor and resources of John 
Banks, and secondly, on the Si^me resources and the honor of 
Green; but I was deceived. Green's character at that time stood 
high and fair; his assurances and promises were most satisfactory^ 
and rendered more so by the assurances- of CoU Ed ward. Car ring- 
ton; and I relied on him when he said, that he had reason to be- 
lieve that he : had ample indemnification, and would soon release 
to me, as heir at law, all the books, papers, rights, credits, &c. Slc* 
which he had obtained as administrator* Fatal delusion! I will 
now say, that Green at that time intended to play a false gaffie; 
to appropriate, obscure and destroy all John Banks' afTairs, and 
deceive me also. . I form opinions by the results, and what I have 
since discovered, and these show that no friend op relative of 
John Banks ever derived on& dollar from bis estate; that I have 
paid, as bis guaranty on otheraccouis^ts, about ^100,000, and was 
sued for the benefit of the United States, by the executors of 
Green, for the enormous amount of $80,000 more; in relation to 

• which, I filed a.bill m chancery, in the circuit court of the United 
States, which was never answered. The matters relating to these 
suits, will appear in the archives of the aforesaid court at Rich'- 
mond; and there yet remain some other claims, which will fot 
low me to the grave, , 

On the other hand, 1 know that Smith, Bowdoin and Hunter 
have shared not less than $1O0^OOa Burnet carried with him to 
the Havaiina, a large amount of goods, not less than $30,000 cost. 
Forsylhe had a great establishment at Charleston, which was de- 
voted to Green, and reared his family in rank and affluence. 
That Green resided upon Banks^ estate on Cumberland Island^ 
that he lived in splendor apd open hospitality, and died leaving 
his family worth an immense estate; that he-cleared off the enor- 

' mous debts by which he was oppressed; that he gave vigor to his 
interests ir? the hands of Jacob Green and Griffin Green, of 
Rhode-Island; and after all these things, he engaged in a new 
and losing trade to Bourdeaux, in partnership with the same 
Jacob and Griffin. Although I am not possessed of the detaikof 
these matters, yet Judge Johnson, in the paroxysm of enthusiasm, 
and panegyric, has exhibited them all. Now let him tell where 

.else ^reen got the capital, except from the affairs of John Banfcsy 
and Hunter, B«inks and G»» 



GfiNJERAL NATHANIEL GREENE. 



This distinguished man wds born in Rhode-Island* His father 
^as the leader or preacher of Qa^ikers, had a large family of sons, 
VfRs an anchor- smith by trade, and raised bis sons to the same call- 
ing. Being poor, and solely dependant upon pelrsonal industry,, 
tbcir educations were greatly neglected^ but Nathaniel was form- 
ed in manners, and prepared b}' education, to be bis successor 
over the flock. He also seems to have had an instinctive soiici- 
> tude to obtain, not only educa(ix>n, but extensive information by 
reading. This desire was early and unceasing. His solicitude 
was so great and continual, that his efforts, notwithstanding his 
daily laborious duties, enabled him to surmount all obstacles, and 
to acquire a high standing, even among men of letters, early in 
life, and to continue to improve and acquire fame and influence 
among his countrymen*. At lengthy the spirit of opposition to the 
encroachments of British authority, excited discontent and oppo- 
sition. On this new theatre, Greene distinguished himself with so 
much zeal, and so far surpassed all others, that he was chosen to 
command the contingent of 3,200 men which were furnished by 
Rhode-Island, and seni to Boston, to oppose the common enemy, 
the British. He again distinguished himself as an officer, and 
was made a major general in the service of the United States, 
and in a ghort tiihe afterwards accepted the office of quarter- 
master-general; but with condition, that he should command bis 
division in the line, should it be called into actual service. 

In the discharge of these duties, he gained many friends, and 
DO small number of enemies, who reviled him with much censure 
and invective, charging him with peculation; so much so, that be 
was induced to withdraw4'romthat station, and solely attach him- 
self to his military command. He was, soon after the defeat of 
General Gates iu Carolina, which happened in June 1780, ap- 
pointed to the command of the Southern army; and having taken 
command of the shattered remains of Gates' routed army, which 
had been destroyed and ruined by his own unfitness to command if, 
took every honorable means to soothe the feelings of Gates, who 
had been his personal enemy, and finally succeeded in saving 
Gates from the public disgrace which many thought he deserved. 
But I am now of opinion, if Gates had continued in command, his 
abilities, with more firmn»S6^ w&uld have enabled bim to have res* 
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tored his character; and with the aid of Generals Morgan, Pick- 
ens, Sumpler and Marion, and the Legion of Colonel Lee, which 
soon after arrived, to have ehcompassed, fought and captured the 
British army, and terminated his career in glory* 

Greene was not only industrious^ but indefatigahie to form and 
reform his dispirited troops^ but very few of them were again 
collected — too few to make active opposition to the British troops, 
then commanded by Lord CornWatlis, one of the best generals in 
their service. ' • 

Some time before Greene obtained the command of the Southern 
flirmy. General Morgan, who was^ben at the head of iei small de- 
tached force^ less than 1,000 men, was pursued by the celebnited 
hloody Tarleton^ with a^ much superior force: Morgan, being 
overtaken, and finding that he could not avoid a battle, drew op 
his men for that purpose, on«an open piece of ground^ depending 
upon the valor and firmness of his men, their confidence in hinn, 
and his own resources* Tarleton came on, and commenced the 
action in the fullest confidence of success. Morgar^after a slight 
opposition, made a feint of retreating. The enemy were deceiv^' 
ed, and pursued in broken lines, believing a victory was obtained* 
Morgan immediately rallied, and, aided by a charge of cavalry 
und:}r the gallant Colonel Was)iington, confiphetely defeated the . 
Vain glorious Tarjeton, and captured a greater number of the 
enemy than remained in his command, after keeping up the prop- 
er videts, i^c. Morgan, was^ pursued for several days by Lord 
Cornwailis, but was not overtaken. At length be saved the pris- 
oners, and treated them with, the greatest kindness; but it has 
been said, that, sooner than suflfer themto^fall into the hands of the 
enemy, General Greeoe bad determined that they should be put to 
death* 

General Greenesoon after hastenedto, and took the command of 
Morgan's little army, and tlie direction of his movements. Mor- 
gan soon afterwards withdrew from the service; anditissaid, was 
so much disgusted with some unnecessary and improper Inter- 
ference with him as the commander, that he never could be Indu- 
ced to serve again. 

General Morgan had distinguished himself as a raliant and able 
commander, from the commencement of the war to the battle of 
the Cowpens, which exceeded, in brilliancy and valuable conse- 
quences, any victory, with so souiU a force, that was ever gained, 
at any time or in any country. This victory was not only great 
in its consequences, but gave a revival to the desponding spirits ot 
the army of Gates, so lately and so signally defeated. 

Certain it is, that Moi^an withdrew; and it was then believed, 
that his abandoning' a command for which be was so well fitted, in 
the full career of success and confidence, eren to adoration, was 
occasioned by the conduct of General Greene. Greene's injustice 
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to Morgan was Rfterwards strongly manifeafed, by his rec«ivin|f 
as a donation from Congress, two field pieces. At (he battle o( 
the Cowpens these two field pieces were taken byMorgan, which 
were < afterwards awarded to Gieene^ by Congress^ totally disre- 
garding the Valor of him by w[iom they were taken. They also 
awarded him a stand of colours taken from the British, to which 
be had no better right. 

After the battle of the Cowpens, Greene manifested, upon all 
occasions, great devotion and industry; collected troops, (nnoMly 
militia,) and likewise manifested great solicitude for battle and 
military glory. Nor does it appear that he failed in any duty, or 
otherwise erred, except in an oyer teal for personal renown and 
military fame. Whether this proceeded from a eonfiden<^e in 
himself, or an invidious feeling towards the high fame of the im- 
mortal Morgan, cannot be stated; but it is certain, that he sought 
with too much avidity, the precarious issue of battle, and thereby 
hastened the deaths of many brave officers and soldlers,-.and upon 
several occasions placed himself in situations which required the 
jfiost daring and invincible courage of his best troops. By such 
means his force wa^ greatly and rapidly diminij^hed, and both Vir* 
ginia and Maryland had many causes to deplore the military ar« 
dor or want of slAil of the commander. 

These observations are suitable to the general aspect of his 
command, but were particularly manifested in the celebrated 
battles of Guilford Court-house, Hopkirk Hill^ Eutaw Springs, 
and the fortress of 06, where, although the issue of the conflict 
ought to have been in favor of the Americans, the army lost many 
brave officers and soldiers, in untimely battle and by superior ad-» 
verse skill. 

All these battles, and particularly that of. the Eutaw Springs, 
miehti^ive been avoided, and would probably never have been 
fought, if the lives of brave men bad been deemed of more value 
than his own military glory. 

As Cornwallis, with his army, had been captured at York in 
Virginia, and Lord Rawdon, next in command, had withdrawn, 
tbe i3rt(ish army was then left under the command of a lieutenant 
colonel, Stuart, and it might have been presumed, as was the in- 
tention of the British, that the war would have been drawn to a 
close. There was a strong reason to believe in this, because let- 
ter* had been intercepted by the Americans, which were known 
to General Greene, that a considerable body of recruits from Eu- 
rope, then on their passage, were ordered not to land at Charles- 
ton, but to proceed to New- York, which was the head quarters of 
the.Briiisb forces in the United States. The orders not being re* 
ceived, the troops were landed and marched into the country; 
and before tlte orders were known by the British commander, the 
garrison of Ninety-six was relieved, and marched away, and form- 

4 
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fed part of the force in the battle, the Woody battle of Ealaw, 
which was soon after fought. But General Greene did knoty that 
4hese orders did exist, and he ought to have spared the efTuBfon 
of bloody and fv^rticularly of thos« men wtio so bravely seconded 
his phins, and had given Inm so m^ch renown. He kntew it from 
some public letters which were taken by one of the vessels of John 
Baiiks, which were forwarded to him. 

Besides theunnecessary waste of blood, and the ungrateful and 
wanton sacritice of brave, patriotic and devoted troops, several 
discohtcnts arid disgusts ensued, by which the service lost several 
brave and distinguished officers, among whom were Generals 
Sumpterand Marion of Carolina, Morgan and StevfensofVirginia^ 
and Lee, &c. of the Legion; men who, throughout the warr, had 
greatly distinguished themselves and served their country. 

It is not in. my power to give accurate data for these disgusts 
and secessions; but there are many reasons to believe, that Greene 
envied them the full opportunity of terminating therr military 
career with the close of the war, which v^ras then approaching to 
its termination; and as a means of effecting his purpose, he gave 
a command to General Gist, who superseded Sumpter and Ma- 
rion, aud another'to Col. John Laurens, which placed Lee under 
his command, becau?e he had the elder commissfen. 

Tiie war, then under the new organization, was prosecuted 
with great vigor and much personal devotion, in which many 
brave men lost their lives; and among them, was the same Col» 
Laurens, who had just arrived from the drawing- rooms of Eu- 
rope, and was put in command over many gallant men, (among 
whom was Goloiyel Lee,) to enable Laurens, as their commander, 
to gain distinction* ' ' 

Before this time, Colonel John Laurens, a native of South- 
Carolina, had come to Greene's camp, and being an accomplished 
man, a favorite of Washington,^ ^nd son of John Laurens, the la'te 
President in Congress, Greene suffered motives of partiality and 
personal policy to supplant and overleap all regard to justice, of 
gratitude, and of reward to the meritorious, and put Lee and his 
Legion under the command of Laurens, who was older in rank or 
in the date of his commission. Before this time, Lee had always 
comnmnded the Legion as a partisan corps; the officers and sol- 
diers knew each other personalty, and had formed mutual confi- 
dence in each other; so that by this act Greene would have ren- 
dered a great injury to the service, if it was not evident to every 
one that the war was drawing to a close; that the British intend- 
ed to evacuate Charleston, and to leave the country, and woold 
not, as a matter of choice, have wasted thaiives ot their valiant 
ti oops, either at Ninety-six or at EutawSprings, if the military 
and biood'thirsty disposition of Greene had not compiled them t6 
resist and defeat him. 
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Laurens soon arfter was surprised at the heady of some of (hose 
brave men, and most rashly, bravely and fooli&bly lost his life, to* 
^gether with many of the men who were wiXh him; and Greene, 
while he condemned him, lamented his death, even as^avid of 
old had lamented the death of Abner, whom Joab ^lew b} stabbing 
him in cold blood under the fifth rib, when David exclaimed (hat 
Abner had died like a fool dieth, and theii swore vengeance 
agahist Joab. 

Soon after the Legion was put under the command of Laurens, 
Lee- withdrew in disgust; Major Eggleston followed, and Major 
Hudolph and the other officers resigned; but were afterwards in* 
duced to resume their commands in the cavalry and infantry, 
which had been before generally united, but were now separated, 
and the pride of the corps, which Green had previously culled his 
Spartan Band, was broken and humbled. 

Laurens was also eulogised and greatly complimented by Alex- 
andef Haniilton, who, as has been shown, had been thecalumnia<^ 
tor of John Banks. How much I valued his eulogy on Laurens, 
may be weighed by a knowledge of his enmity against John. 
Banks. 

I do not hesitate to acknowledge, that Laurens was a brave,, 
honorable, patriotic soldier, and an accomplished gentleman; but 
was no more fit tt> have such a command, than Judge Johnson and- 
Doctor Caldwell were fit to be honest, honorable, truthful and im- 
partial historians. Perhaps there was never so great a contrast 
between men in exactly the same duly. The first* to wit, Colonel 
JLee, in many years' active and dangerous service, neglected n6 
duty, and committed no blunder. Laurens, who was wantonly 
placed over him, was all fault, blunder, impetuosity, military in* 
subordination and ignorance; all of which were smothered .and 
cloaked by General Greene. On the evening before Laurens' 
death, he was in company with some ladies near thexlines, and 
informed them of the intended conflict on the next day, and pro- 
posed to erect a sc^ifTold, that they might see it; but before the 
hour which he had selected, he was surprised, &c. &.c. as has 
beon stated. 

General Gist, who was put into command ever the gallant and 
distinguished Sampter and Marion, though perhaps more prudent, 
was not better qualified to supplant such men as Sumpter and 
Marian, than Laurens was to be put in'authority over Cok Lee. 

The cavalry officers, and particularly of Lee's Legion, beqame ' 
discontented, and murmured. Many of tliese brave men had risen 
by their valor and enterprise in the use of the sword ; and having na 
dependence except their commissions and what was due them, 
could not withdraw. 

Greene was no doubt dissatisfied with that independence of 
cbatacter, to which they were entitled by honors won by their 



bravery, and therefore made it necessary for the officers of the Le- 
gion to suspend their complaints or withdraw. Annong these, 
was the brave and distinguished Major Rudolph, who deserved 
and expected the command of the Legion, upon the departure of 
{jee; but the alternative of obedienqe or resignation, was present- 
ed for his consideration. His situation dictated the choice, and 
he yielded an unwilling and unjust submission tp the sway of Lau- 
rens. 

About this time Greene gave an atrocious insult and affront to 
Captain James Gunn, of the cavalry, viz« It had long been the 
practice of the cavalry oflScers, when ihey lost a horse in service, 

S supply his place with one belonging to the public* Captiiin 
unn, who had risen from the ranks, having lo.«t his horse, appro* 
priated a public horse to his use* General Greene, wanting this 
fine horse for his own use, ordered the horse to be delivered^ 
Gunn refused, and a court of inquiry wa<> called for the purpose 
of disgracing him. Upon a full examination, Gunn was justified 
and honorably acquitted. But he did not forget the injury and 
insult. He, some time after the termination of the war, having 
acquired wealth by marriage, and rank in the civil offices of 
Georgia, challenged Greene; which, after much hesitation, 
was not accepted. Greene appealed to General Washington, 
who favored the refusal. Gunn then resolved, on the first oppor- 
tunitjr, to chastise Greene ignominiously; which many thought 
preyed upon his mind and hastened his death. 

Captai(]i James Gunn was an obsrure, friendless orphan^ ht 
Richmond in Virginia, and was an apprentice to u carpenter, a 
good whig, whose name was Barret Price. This I mention to his 
honor. Young Gunn was anxious to become a soldier; his mastec 
consented^ and he commenced as a private, and soon won bis way 
to the command of a troop of cavalry. Perhaps there was not a 
better soldier or officer of his rank in the world. He was not on- 
ly brave without f(*ar, but of great personal stren(»th; and it is 
believed, that in the course of his duties he did not destroy or cap- 
ture, by his own prowess, less than fifty of the enemy. Except 
hi^ commission and charjirter, he was poor an<:l friendless. There 
never lived a man more. worthy of a good charger; and even if 
the horse was properly a public horse, the gopd of the service and 
a suitable concession to such an officer, ought to have been his in- 
superable advocates. Capl. Gunn. was afterwards highly honor- 
ed by the State of Georgia, and became a Senator of the United 
States, which highslallou he filled when he died. Such was the 
m»in General Greene would have destroyed and disgraced, if he 
could, for an act which was necessary, justifiable and customary. 

I bave thought it necessary to say something in favor of my 
countrymen, Morgan, Lee and Gunn, each of whom I personally 
il^new and highly respectec^, I shall now add, tbat I am firmly of* 
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^pimon, Ouit bad the Southern fvar been committed to Morgau, 
Sumpter, Marion. Pickens and Lee, it would have terminated 
much sooner^ with equaj benefit to the country, and with' much 
less sacrifice of men, means and tr^aeure. 

I shall now proceed to the main purpose for which these pages 
have been written, to wit, the vindication and exculpation of my 
departed friend and brother, who died in August 1784, at l^ash' 
ington in North-Carolina, one hundred jniles from Charleston, and 
not after being pursued four hundred miles with saddlebags mnd 
pistols^ ^^ falsely alleged hy Judge Johnson ; whose grave has been 
opened, whose ashe& have been diMurbed, and whose spirit now 
roams abroad and asks for justice. Contident that justice is'daei 
^nd indulging in the hope that I may be the humble instrument of 
its promulgation, I enter upon the duty with pleasure and alacrity, 
and trust that the guardian angel of injured innocence and calum- 
niated virtqe will direct my thoughts and guide my pen* 

The general disgust and discontent of the Virginians, and par^ 
ticularly the cavalry, may be deduced from a few prominent and 
well known data. General Morgan, who was as well the idol of 
his soldiers a^ the terror of hM enemies, had retired from service^ 
after continued scenes of splendid successes, from Quebec to the 
battle of the Cowpens. Colonel Lee had withdrawn, evident- 
ly disgusted by deliberate ill treatment. Majors Egglestonand 
Rudolph, and all the other officers of the Legion, manifested dis- 
content; and an attempt having been deliberately made by the 
commanding general, to disgrace and cashier Captain Gunn, an* 
other Virginia officer, gave rise to the mutiny of a part of the 
cavalry, headed by Seigeant Dangerfield, another Virginian,, 
with the total defection of more than otie hundred cavalry, who 
retired to Virginia, and there reported and surrendered them- 
selves to the government. And all this was done by reason of be* 
ing treated in the most flagrant, unnecessary, injuriouii and unjust 
manner, to provide commands for Greene's favorites^ General 
Gist and Colonel Laurens, both of whom were employed with 
considerable forces, under the pretence of preventing the enemy 
from foraging and getting provisions by purchase; but it) reality 
to give them an opportunity of acquiring some celebrity as enter- 
prising military characters, with an enemy that had proposed, on 
the simple condition of purchasing provisions from the plantiers, to 
consent to an armistice. In one of these rencounters, Laurens, 
with many killed and wounded, lost his life; and Gist, who was 
not in<;lined to acquire laurels at so great a risk and loss, post- 
poned, without much complaint, to gain his honors on a more suit'* 
able occasion. 

The officers and soldiers who had waded through blood and 
surmounted many difficulties, could not fail to seethe real intea- 
Iton and purposes of these contrivances; that two or three men 
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were to obtain glory in unnecessary conflicts, whilst the hardy 
veterans were doomed to perform the services of gladiators, for 
the glory and amusement of popular upstarts. (See Johnson's 
account of the death of Laurens,) 

Was it reasonable to expect that officers and soldiers equally 
brave and honorable, would long bear such injustice and ingrati- 
tude, and that they would consent to devote their lives for such 
dishonorable purposes? They were dissatisfied; some officers re* 
tired, others loudly complained, the soldiers mutinied, and totally 
abandoned the army and State. What rendered this gladiatorial 
war far more remarkable, was this important consideration: 
While this war was gojng on, John Banks, by the permission of 
the government of South-Carolina, and at the same time from the 
British and American commanders, had free egress and ingress tO' 
and from Charleston and General Greeners headquarters, and by 
that means supplied the enemy with provisions, and the Ameri^ 
cans with clothing from the British stores, while Greene's favor- 
ites were engaged in cutting throats^ As Mr. Banks staid at^ 
*head quarters, where Jie was invited by General Greene, and thus 
ebtained an interview with him; as he formed partnerships with 
two of Greene's confidential aids, Forsythe and Burnet; and as. 
he* was a man without guile or guise, he must have presumed 
that Greene knew the entire plan of his operations. 

For my part, I should like to see what extenuation or apology 
Judge Johnson can jnake for such self evident, contradictory ab- 
surdities, and the wanton exposure and sacrifice of the lives of asr 
brave men as ever existed^ and to whom, for many hard-fought 
. Kattles, Greene owed renown, gratitude, justice and protec- 
. tion. Bat after Laurens had lost, in killed, wounded and missing, 
a great part of his force, and was himself among the victims of his 
own folly, the appetite for such adventures abated, and many of 
the survivors, particularly of the cavalry, absolotely mutinied, and 
left the camp in the highest state of irritation and vexation. 
They nevertheless surrendered themselves to the government of 
Virginia. 

After the lapse of so many years, 1 have felt a reluctance to un- 
veil these long past transactions; but when such m^ as General 
Hamilton, Judge Pendleton, Doctor Caldwell and Judge John- 
son, have devoted (heir pens, with unusual malignity, 'to traduce 
the character, and to give damnation to the famc'ofa brother, I 
feel the weight of the imperative mandate, emanating from the 
^mrc, to exhibit the iruih^ not only respecting Aim, but $Q^t otherst 
9fmy departed friends. 

When, to all that has been said, I discover, that at the end 
of the war, Greene was reduced, by dormant partnerships with 
' his brother and cousin, to the most abject sorrpw and mental ago* 
»y ; whea I knm that he has eblain^d, under the legal claim of ^ 
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administrator, all the fraitage of John Back's patrifnonj, his em 
terprise, his industry and his economy, and in the course of two 
years secured to his family and friends at the least $200,000, and 
restored nulhiog to Banks^ family, friends and creditors, i cannot 
believe that all things have been properly done* 

I now refer the re<|der to the letters written.by Greene (o his 
brother, one of which is reported in page 411 of Judge John* 
son's second volume. It is introduced by him to show the poig- 
nant distress of Greene's miserable mind, and the ruinous situation 
of himself and his partners, Jacob and Griffin Green. This ia 
Ibllowed by an extract from another letter, requesting their 
patience during the inOiincy of his affa^s; that is, to ^allow 
bim time to receive the harvest which he expected from the death, 
of John Banks, and the entire possession and control of his affairs* 
^t the very time when he wrote that letter, and for at least two 
years before, he knew that the allegations of the letter relating to 
the partners in the contracts, were false. He knew that the part- 
ners were John Banks, James Hunter, Ichabod Burnet, and Rob^ 
ert Forsythe; he also knew that he retained confidence in Burnet 
until his death, and in Forsythe until his own death, and that he 
was the secret partner of Burnet and Forsythe, and that they 
were partners^ with each other. He knew that he had got, by 
the administration on John*Bauka' estate, all that was his* 

General Greene to Mr. Jacob Greene* 

" Charleston^ August the 12/A, 1784. 
— "My heart is too full, and my situation too distressing, to write 
much; but from a wish that you may not feel more inconvenience 
than is unavoidable, I embrace the earliest opportunity to make 
you acquainted with my situation. You may remember I told you, 
last winter of some heavy embarrassments which hung over me 
from becoming security for Banks, Hunter and Co* They being 
public contractors, and the feedingof the army depending upon 
supporting their credit, I was obliged to guaranty sundry of their 
debts. But that I might be secure, they engaged that all the con- 
tract money %hou Id go to the discharge of my guaranty bonds* 
This they have found means to avoid; and their affairs have 
grown. desperate, and I am and shall be involved in heavy and un- 
avoidable losses. And though it will not reduce me to a state of 
poverty, yet it will put it out of my power to do any thing for you 
and Griffin. Indeed^ it will oblige me to sell a considerable part 
of my estate. My situation is truly afflicting! to be reduced from 
indepei^denqe to want, and from. obliging my friends, to a sllua^ 
tion claiming their aid. You and Griffin must do the best you 
can, and God grant you better fortune! My heart faints within 
me, when I think of my family. I hav9 only ona consolatioa-^it 
is D6t the fruits of extravagance*" 
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t%e following aire the remarks ofJudgi Johnson on the foregoing 

letter* 
'^The apprehensions which General Greene entertained from 
the didcoverj of Mr* Banks' cobduct, in drawing the govemmer^t 
bills from the hands of Mr. Petit, had been hitherto greatly aite* 
viat^d, from two. causes, the reputec) solvency of the hoase of 
Hunter, Banks and Co. and his confidence in the integrity ^nd 
friendship o( Majors Burnet and Forsythe. Gut Bufnctwas now 
dead^ and the deranged state of the company's affairs was well 
calculated to awaken all bis fears. He resolved, however, to 

I leave nothing untried, an which a prop could be founded; and as 
Banks had left the city with some precipitation, on his arrival, (for 
who can bear th«eye that reproaches hitli,) he mounted his horse, 
and with his pistols, his saddlebags and his servant^ resolved toS 
overtake him« As the opinion was prevalent, that he still possess* 
ed the means of indemnity, there remained a hope, that the pres- 
ence of the man he had thus injured, might extort from him the 
application of those means to his relief.'' 

*^ The pursuit was urged over the same ground that Greene had 
traversed at the head of his army, and every step was calculated 
to awaken some painful recollection; but there were none so 
painful as his present reflections, and the distressing anticipations 
which crowded on his view. For« four hundred miles the pursuit 
was pressed, and for that distance had Banks travelled with a 
fever burning in his ^eins. But the distance he had gained, had 
probably lulled his apprehensions, and the disease, irritated by 
travel, forbade his proeeedifig further. He was overtaken, but it 
was in the house ttmt he breathed his last; and with a heavy heatt 
the General retraced his steps to Charleston — in what state of 
mind, will be judged of, when he writes, " my distresses are sufli* 
cient already, to sink me almost under water; a little more and I 
am gone." This, for a mind so long schooled by adversity, and 
which had never before flagged under the severest trials, was ex* 
prcssive of his mental agony." 

" But sonfje relief was now derived from the exertions made by 
Major Burnet's family, to extricate the General frclh his present 
embarrassments. ^A brother x>( the Major's was expedited to 
Charleston, to adjust the affairs of the concern; and by hisffforts^ 
aided by the good will of Major Forsythe and of the relatives of 
Mr. Banks, a variety of debts, and some other effects of the con- 
cerns, were appropriated to the satisfaction of the creditors for 
whose debts the General had become liable, and some lands mort^ 
gaged for his further security* Thus, a gleam of hope, for a while* ^ 
lighted up his prospects; bu^its duration was momentary. Eve* 

f ry one knows the ot^stacles at that time existing to the recovery 
of debts; and while obliged himself to have recourse to legal pro* 
cess to recover from others, he was pressed by his- own sense of 
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honor, and (he desire of maiotaining his reputation, to make ev«« 
ry sacrifice to gratify the creditors* Thus was he kept constantly 
poor, harraased and teased, white every shilling he could g^^ther 
from his planting interest, went to pay the annual interest on these 
debts. . He feelingly laments his situation, in a letter to his 
friends: '^ Since nf)y arrival here, I have written you nothing but 
the most melancholy accounts. I wish I had less reason than I 
have, to dwell on the same subject still* However, I am not as 
appreh^sive as I have been* But it is a painful situation, to be 
held responsible for heavy debts, subject to all contingencies, and 
have your redress to look for from different people, and from vari" 
ous kinds orproperty. This will be tny situation for some time 
to come. The gentlemen of the bar tell me I am safej yet I can- 
not feel easy, nor ever shall, untH I get entirely disengaged from 
this business. My wishes are very strong, to be helpful to all 
branches of the family; and if I am not distressed in the infancy 
of my affairs, I hope 1 shall have it in my power to serve you* 
But at present I seem lobe in the dark; nay, t nm in deep dis- 
tress, and Jcnow not how to accommodate payments to the manj^ 
demands upon me. I shall not return to the northward until I 
can get myself in a secure situation, respecting these guaranties. 
My own matters.wpuld be easy, were I not perpleied with other 
people V Vol. II, chap, xix, page 41 1. 

RESfARKS ON tHt: FOREGOIKO. ' 

Greene's letter to his brother Jacob, at the same time manifestt 
the agony of his mind on account of his own distresses, a solicitude 
to appease his brother in his own deplorable situation, and ^ to* 
tal disregard of truth. It states that he had become responsible 
on the credit of Hunter, Banks & Co. of Fredericksburg^ in Vir- 
ginia, ii) contracts for public benefit. Now it is a fact, that he 
knew the Fredericksburg concern of Smith, Bowdoin and Hun- 
ter, had been dissolved long before ; that the persons for whom he 
was the guaranty, were John Banks^ James Hunter, and his own 
aids, Ichabod Burnet and Robert Forsythe. He knew that Banks 
had given up the whole of the subject for which he was guaran- 
tee, to Burnet, Forsythe.and others, of General Greece's friends 
and aids. He knew that Burnet and Forsythe were partners front 
the beginning, though the business was done m the name ^of John 
Banks &L Co. ; and he knew then that it was suspectecF and by many 
believed, that he was interested, not with the shares of Banks and 
Hunter, but in those of Burnet and Forsythe. He knew at the 
very time when he complained. of being deceived in regard to hi^ 
,own bills on Morris, that his letter did not contain the truth, he* 
cause he knew that many of those bills had been used and forward- 
ed by Forsvthe to Hunter. He knew that Burnet had left $20,000 
of those bifis at Richmond^ and that a brig and cargo of tobacc# 
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had bee.n purchased with some of thetn by the direction of Burnet^ 
which arrived safely in the West Indies. He knew that the refu- 
sal of Robert Morfis either to accept or pay those bills, had pro^ 
duced great loss; and he knew that his own friend and agent, Col. 
Cbarjes Petit, of Philadelphia, had appropriated some of thenn to 
an old debt due by Greene to him, when he was Qaarte;*master- 
General and Petit was one of his deputies. 

All these data are worthy of the more notice, because Judge 
Johnson has said in the next page of his fabulous histbry, that 
Greene's indignation against Banks had. been< excited because 
Banks had deceived him in regard to those bills. 

Johnson says, on the 412th page, that Greene having arrived 
•at Charleston, Banks had, therefore, fled ^ that Greene pursued 
him 400 miles, with his pistols, saddlebags and servant.; that 
Banks fled with a fever burning in his veins, which being irritated 
by travel, forbade his proceeding further; that he was overtaken, 
but it was in the hour when he breathed his last. 

Now, reader, you will recollect that Greene could not have ar- 
rived at Charleston until late in August. It has been before sta- 
ted, that Banks was at Petersburg about the first of July ; that he 
there made some arrangements to indemnify Greene; that he had 
gone to Washington, North-Carofina, for the pucpose of meeting 
Greene; that he died or was found dead in his room some time 
ill August; and that Greene, after his arrival in Charleslon^ had 
travelled with pistols, saddlebags and servant, and arrived at the 
hour when Banks breathed his last. 

I ^m of opinion that h^ was present at the hour of Banks' death, 
and having heard that Banks was found dead m the ropm where 
he was sick; that his face had a livid appearance; that he had 
walked about in the morning— *-that his death was occasioned by 
strangling; and as Judge Johnson has said that Greene was there 
at the hour of his death, and it has been stated that Greene got eve- 
ry thing that he had, including money, bills, notes and evidences 
of debt; that Greece became immediately afterwards the admin- 
istrator of Banks, and has rendered no account of his administra- 
tion, it will be impossible to remove the suspicion, that Banks ei- 
ther died by Greene's own. hand, by the iiand of his servant, or by 
some foul means, for his benefit. Unless Johnson means to' pro- 
duce the belief that Greene's determination was that Banks should 
die, ^hy has he made such a parade about the pistols and servant? 
It is my intention to sjly something more on this subject hereaf- 
ter, unless it shall be my fate also to be doomed to death, as was 
the fat^ of my credulous and unfortunate brother. In the mean 
time, this short record may serve as the means of further inquiry. 
Judge Johnson has said, Greene expected that the presence of 
the man he had injured might extort from Banks the application of 
the means which he possessed. Well, then, I have shown that aB . 
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Banks breathed his last at the hour of Greene's arrival, and that 
he thereby obtained all (he means that Banks had with binn, or 
possessed or claimed, the purposes of his jpurney were fully ac* 
complished, not by extortion, but by death, succeeded by forcible 
possession and surreptitious administration. 
' Johnson goes on to say, that some relief was afterwards derived 
by the exertions of Major Burnetts family— a brother of the Ma- 
jor's was expedited to Charleston to adjust the aiTairt of the con^ 
cern. Let it be remembered, that Major Burnet had gone to the 
Havanna, and had with him about $30,000 in gopds, and having 
died there, that his brother and Greene, as the administrator of 
Banks, co-operating with Burnet's brother, would have the right 
to receive the benefit of those goods; that he was aided by the 
good will of Major Forsythe, and also by the good will of the rela* 
tives of Banks, a variety of debts and some other effects of thq 
concern, were appropriated to the satisfaction of the creditors to 
whom Greene had become liable. Now 1 here dems^nd of Judg4i 
Johnson to say what was obtained from Burnet's brother? what 
debts and effects were received from Banks' relatives, which were 
satisfactory to the creditors, and how it happened that Congress 
Were afterwards induced to pay the very same debts to the same 
creditors^ 

It is also stated, that Greene received some mortgages for lands^ 
pledged for his further security. Judge Johnson is required to 
^tate what lands were mortgaged, what becaViie of the proceeds of 
sale, or to say why they were not surrendered to the agents of 

Congress ^^<^i^ ^^^ '^^^ grant was paid? 

The time has now come when these matters will be strictly en- 
quired into, and as J^dge William Johnfion has placed himself in 
the very front of the accusers of Banks and the vindicators of 
Greene, and also holds the high office of Judge, it ought ^not to be 
expected that he will shrink from his duties as an historian, Judge 
and man of common honesty,, 



GfiNERAIi GeEENE's BiLLS ON RoBERT MoRRIS, IN rAVQR OF JoHN 

Banks & Co. 

The puWic notice which has been taken relating to those bills, 
which weref drawn upon Robert Morris by Gen. Greene, will be ex^ 
plained by the following facts: Robejt Morris was the financier 
of the United Slates^ wi^th very extensive powers, but limited re^ 
sources. The southern army wanted every thing. Greene stated 
the condition of the army to him, and the total* destitution of 
clothes and provisions. Morris thereupon authorised Qreene to * * 
ilraw bills upon him for such supplies or contracts a3 he might 
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tnake. A contract for. clothing was.noade with John Banks^ H9 
has been stated; and when that contract was authorised, Morris, 
Greene and>every body else who knew any thing about it, knew 
also, tha^ no substantial supplies in the way of clothing, could bo 
obtaiired, except from Charleston and by the n^eans of flags, ao^ 
could then only be obtained by an exchange of provisions deliverr 
ed in Charleston, then much wanted by the Brilijih. Those eX" 
changes were effected by John Banks, in a most satisfactory man** 
ner, and the army wai? well clothed. He had free egrfess and in? 
grcas, became domesticated at General Greene's head-quarters, 
and there formed more extensive contracts with Greeners aids, 
Major Burnet and Major F^orsy the, Greene drew many bills, an4 
for large amounts* They were delivered to For*ythe and Bup- 
net, who^transmitted them to Banks' partner, Hunter, at Frede- 
ricksburg, in Virginia^ These transactions excited observavion 
and suspicion, and Greene wa$ suspected of being concerned In 
these exchanges^ Forsythe, in preparing a packet Ix) be sent to Vir- 
ginia by a public express, containing many of those bills, and a let- 
ter from John Baqks to Hunter, was overlooked, while writing, by 
Capt. Shelton, by whom his letter was read. Capt. Shelton was 
the bearer of ihe letter, and on his arrival in Virginia, he inform^ 
ed General Charles Scott, then in command, who having before 
suspected Greene of his commercial feelings and of dilaprdation 
W public property, while Quartermaster-General, broke open the 
packet, and also opened John. Banks' private letter to his partner, 
flunter, in wliich the business was explained, by 9howing that 
Burnet and Forsythe were partners. He theiein made a sur- 
mise, tliat he thought it probable that Greene, would, after (he 
evacuation of Charleston, become a partner. The whole (natler 
became public, and was greaU) exaggerated. Greene. was much 
censuredf and found it necessary to get a public declaration* 0!> 
oath, from Banks, that he was not concerned with bin); and al- 
though Judge Johnson fays he vas very angry with Burnet and 
Forsythe, he did not choose to require from th<'^T) a similar, declara- 
tion on oathj slating that he was not a secret partner with them. 
This caution and subseqnerjt events, prove that he was either a 
secret partner, or controlled them to his purposes; 

it seems that after John B inks' death, in 1784, Greene, by anr 
administration, obtained the benrfit of all his affairs, as has been 
slated, and Judge Ji)hnson makes aoknowlrdt^ments of the kind- 
ness and friendship of Forsythe and M.ijor Burnet's brother, who 
had dit^d at the llavann-^, in pos^es*»ion of a large amount of 
good*. I ijow ask, where and how Burnet got them, and what 
became of thrm. 

A charge has been frequently mnde against Mr. Banks, that af- 
ter appro^niating the bills which had heendrH*%n upon Mr, Mor^ 
rU on account of the army contract, to General Gccene's indemni. 
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ftcailon, as security fothe Brifigh iiierchanti,Bflr.kg, before his or- 
liers arrived, cooniermanded •hem. If this be trut, there might 
besome ju8*ificalion lo be offered in exteoiiRtion of Greene's coiw 
duct; bat I do not believe it was true, and I will give my-resisons. 
A birge sum of those bills were sent to James Hunter, and were 
intercepted by General Scott, as before mentir^ned. Major Bdr- 
net carried with him $20,000, subject also to Hunter's orders, and 
there also w^ designed to come into Hunter's hands, another 
large sum. l^m confident that none of these sums were ever in 
Petit'shandti) or in any nmnner contn^lled by John Banks, after 
Ihey left South-Carolina. I cannot speak ofolher bills, except that 
Petit appropriated a considerable 9nm to satisfy a debt which he 
claimed of Greene, as deputy Quarteromster-General. Now, if 
Burnet and Hunter, two of the partners, had tbe bills and used 
tbend, which I believe was the case, why should Banks be insur- 
ed? The truth was, Greene's friends wished tck cast a censure 
sdmewbere, and they fixed it upon B&nks? because^ being dead, 
ihey dould make out any story^they pleased, and having hi^ books, 
papers, correspondence, &c« there could be no means of exposing 
them. Yet it is in my power to shon^ how nearly $30,000 were 
disposed of, with the approbation of Hunter and Burnet, which 
never were inP^tit'^ hands, Tind over which the much calumniated 
John Banks, exercised no sort of control, after Burnet and'Hunter 
bad them« Let the Johnsons, Caldwells and Pendletons, contra^ 
^ict this if they dare. Let them show how many of these bills 
vvere retained by Petit, how much whs drawn outof Ai^ hands by 
Baciks, in whose favor, when, and by what means^ 

Now, as Banks soon after died, and Greene obtained possession 
und conirol of his whole estate, it will be found that he indemnifi- 
ed himself, at least «^n hundred fold. 

1 shall now state what is in my power, respecting the bills in Pcft- 
iCs hands, and such as were not in his hand^. It is admitted by Judge 
Johnson, that £8,000 were enclosed by Forbythe to Hunter, in the 
letter which Gen. Scott opened, What has since become of them? 
Did they pass into Petil's hand^? I expect not. Hunter and 
FoTsythe were neighbors and friencls before the war, and so re- 
mained at the c?nd of it. They were partners in the firm of Rob-? 
ert Forsythe & Co. and it is known, and can be proved, that a 
large amount of these bills was invested in real estate in Ports* 
months in Virginia, the title of which was taken in the name of 
Spence, (HunterV brother in law,) and afterwards the estate was 
solit and the proceeds vested in Georgia estates, for the benefit of 
Hunter's children. 

Major Burnet delivered, at Richmond, $20,000 of those bilh; 
aod the fast sailing copper-bottomed brig. Comet, loaded with a 
cargo of tobacco that w^ purchased, was sent to tl)e West- Indies, 
on account of ^anks, Burnet & Co. The brig arrived in one of 
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I fhe West-India Tslands. The tobacco was applied, or ought to 
.haTel>een applied towards the debts due to the English mer- 
chants. The peace soon after happening, the value of the brig 
was greatly reduced* 

Another brig was loaded with flour, and expedited toCharleston. 
What becaoie either of vessel or cargo; is not known; but these 
brigs and cargoes were more than equal to the bills which Burnet 
' delivered. Nothing can be said of the amount of bills which Petit 
had in his hands; but as these transactions were nearly simulta- 
neous, Greene's friends may have ascribed the failure of expecta- 
tions to the existence of facts, and, therefore, as Banks was dead, 
very adroitly and wickedly exonerated Hunter, Burnet and For-. 
' sythe, by a charge against the deceased, which suited all their 

furposes; and to this Petit and Greene would accord, because, as 
hav€ been told and believe, Greene himself owed Petit a large 
sum, in which, by the means of the bills that were in his hands, he 
indemnified himself; but what were the amounts either of the bills 
or the debt, is unknown to me. As to the matters relating to'Phila* 
delphia and other places, I do not vouch; and as io those which 
happened at Richmond, I do not expect that either of the Judges, 
Johnson or Pendleton, will have the effrontery to deny. Should 
these explanations be denied in part or in whole, I require of the 
ermined gentlemen to give details, particularly of the transactiobi. 
in Petit's hands, of the sum he received, from whom received, how 
ilisbui'sed, how much was settled and discounted with Gbneral 
Greene, and on what account? ^ 

Now, as it so happened that Banks and Burnet died In 1784, 
Burnet having in his hands a large capital, which afterwards* was 
appropriated by liis family to General Greene's use; as Forsytbe 
;and Greene continued intimate friends; as Hunter withdrew, for 
the use of his family, a large sum; as General Greene was per- 
sonally a* bankrupt, and rendered so by his secret partnerships with 
his brother Jacob and his cousin Griffin, which partnerships he still 
supported, and as Judge Johnson says, eventuated in total loss; 
and as General Greene obtained by administration all. Banks' 
effects and estate, both real and personal; may we not .presume, 
that he indemnified himself from Banks' affairs, a*nd that finding 
his wants £nid accommodations still greater than they would supply, 
that the last prospect was to obtain from Congress payment for 
these goods, for which the bond^were given, the greatest part of 
which had previously inured to Burnet, Forsy the and himself, as 
an omnium gatherum* How else are we to account for the loss* 
es in trade; the, indemnifications, restoration and wealth of the 
bankrupts, Jacob and Griffin ; the expence of bis family ; the sump- 
tuous display in living, and the great estates now owned by bis 
ehildren; and particularly the valuable estate in Cumberland 
fsland^ which belong;ed te Banks wbeji he. ditjdt It is well knows 
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that Genera) Sampter and Major Pearce Butler opposed the 
grants made by Congress, from what they knew; but the sy* 
rcn fascinations of male and female blandishments, of which 
General Hamilton and Mrs. Greene were both very capable, caus^ 
ed the appllcanls to succeed, and thereby secured to a plain, hum* 
ble quaker family, who had been literally bankrupted in trade, 
wealth and splendour of the most magnificent orcter. To effect 
which, it was first necessary that their benefactor, Banksj should 
die^ be plundered^ and then calumniated^ from which I have now en- 
deavored to relieve his memory and character. 

Many readers will suppose, from the number of Johnson^s pageo 
against John Banks, and the violence with which he uttered his de* 
nunciation in page 312, volume 2, that there were many alleged 
accusations against him; but after laboring with care and solici- 
tude, through 1,000 pages of folio, I discovered but two pretend- 
ed causes of complaint. The first was, because, in a private con- 
fidential letter to a partner, and upon no other occasion, he had 
hinted, that it was not unlikely that General Greene would be in- 
clined after the war was over, to unite in partnership with thenru 
That letter was written after Banks had formed partnerships with 
Burnet and Forsythe, and at the particular desire of Greene, as to 
Burnet ; but after he knew that Greene had been engaged in trade 
in partnership with Jacob Greene, the brother of the General, and 
with Griffin Greene, his cousin. Where then was the cause of of- 
fence, in a private confidential letter, which had not been promul- 
gated by Banks, but by others? And in my opinion, there is very 
little doubt but that he, (Greene,) had been informed of this fact by 
Burnet, before he made the suggestion to Hunter, in the letter which 
had been opened by Gen. Scott. What, then, was G reene's motive 
for so much wrath? There was also another charge in the allega- 
tion against Banks, that he had pledged certain bills, which were 
in the hands of Col. Charles Petit, as an indemnification for 
Greene's securityship, for the qoncerns in which Hunter, Banks^ 
Burnet and Forsythe, were partners. I have already endeavored 
to give information upon this subject/in the preceding illustration, 
and expect that I have done so; and have no doubt, but that this 
slander IS false and groundless. But should there be, in a partial 
degree, any thing to lupport any part of the charge, it will result 
in this — that Greene himself received the benefit of the cliange of 
direction, because it has been pretended, that such direction was 
made for the sinistrous purposes of Banks; and by his death, which 
happened soon afterwards, Greene, as administrator, obtained the 
control of his whole property, rights, &c. to the full consideration 
of the withdrawn bills. But I am of opinion, that this matter is a 
fabrication, and that all the bills alluded to, it may be ascertained, 
were nsed and appropriated by llunter, Burnet and Forsythe^ and 
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(hat the calumny dgainftt Banks was made and codntenaBced iot 
purposes very different from those of honor, honesty and tr^^h, * 

Greene, Jo his explanation of the matter, roepectiug bis partnetr' 
/ ship with (he company, long afterwards said, that he made Banks 
go before a magistrate, and aiake oath th«t h« was i«ot concern^ 
ed. In this he exposes himself; first, by showing his power and 
promptitude to enforce what ooi^ht to have been tree and voluntas 
ry ; secondly, that the mere surmise of the probability that a man 
who would engage in trade with one man^ when he had! long been 
and then was a partner in trade with others^ ought not to have 
paused so much iirdignatioh^ thirdly, I am confident that th^ ex- 
pression was a falsehood, because, after Greene had excited the 
angerand vengeance of General Gunn^ as already stated, he did 
not seem anxious to manifest any other power, except in making 
Tiis escape from the indignation of that valiant^and injured man; 
and when he found an escape impracticable, in this life, he ejected 
it by making one to another world, and rather risk the anger of an 
offended God, than the vindictive arm of an offended atid mucblo- 
Jured man. 
' Such being the facts, I am authorised to Conclude that Greene 
seems to have been wonderfully brave in urging men to battle and 
to de^th; but not willing to meet an injured and angry man in per* 
lonal combat. 

It is DOW necessary to state and explain, as fully as I can, and I 
believe correctly, the amount, cause and particulars of General 
Greeners guaranties for the concerns in which John Banks was a 
. partner. The parties were, John Banks, James Hunter, Ichabod 
Burnet and Robert Forsy the. The two last, when they became 
partners, were members of General Greene's family, as aids, >and 
ircfre bis confidential friends as long as they lived. 

The allegations made by Greene in a memorial to Congress by 
himself, and in another by his representatives afterwards, were, 
'that Greene was induced to become responsible, to support their 
^redit,.rendered necessary to the public, because they had con- 
tracted to supply the southern army, then commanded by him. In 
their memorial they claim to be indemnified by Congress, as an act 
of public justice, and they have succeeded to the amount of their 
claims, which will be presently noticed. 

John Banks aod Co. sometimes called Hunter and Banks, 
sometimes Hunter, Banks and Co. bad purchased from three 
British houses, to wit, Harris and Blackford, Ebenezer and John 
Collect, and James Warrington, British goods to the amount Qf 
about £23,000 sterling, before Charleston was evacuated by the 
British troops, and after the evacuation, General Greene became 
the security for these debts. It is necessary here to observe, that 
the advance on the sterling cost of goods at that time in the souths 
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tfrn States^ was from (kree to eijx for one, accortti^; to circtftai- 
stances. n, 

^o/WeUme afteiv^ards, John Bai^ks^archased froHi Collins and 
Hayes a large dssoi^tment. of goods, amoanting to about £4,500, 
and delill^red ttese %oods to Warringloft^ to be shipped to Rich-* 
mond ia Virginia, consigned to myself, and accompanied bv 
m bill In Warrington's favoi^ for Ae aforesaid debt; which bill 
Was presekited, and I was read j to accent it^ op^in the delivery of 
tte godds; but Waitingtoa refused to deliver them, and as I 
traoght^ he thereby^ created a responsibility, not only for the ex- 
^neration'ofMr;Bank«, bnt also the indemnification of his securi* 
lies* WarriQgtoD,9oon aftersold the goods at vendue; but for 
how mocb) or h«w he afterwards settled the matter, I know not. 
Mr* Banks soon afterwards died, and I have never heard,, or if I 
did, r now recollect nothing j^bout it. 
* In the year 1790^ the Congress of the United Statelf, iipon'th« 
petitionof Catherine Greene, the widow of the Genera), passed 
act of indemnification^ as respects Coilett's debt, of about 
'8,000 sterling; and it was then believed, that enough had been 
secured from the debts and effects of Mr* Banks and his concerns, 
to indemnify General Greene in all other cases; nor had there 
been any account rendered of what Greene had got from Joha 
Banks' estate, from Major Burnet's brother^ from Robert For- 
sythe, from Banks' relatives, and from the lands which had been 
mortgaged ' for further security. But, many years afterwards, 
Mrs. Greene again came forward with a further memorial, having 
a relation to the guaranty for Harris and Blackford* The sarna 
James Warrington acted as the agent of Harris and Blackford; 
and Phineas Miller, then privately married to Mrs. Greene^ acted 
as the agent of General Greene's estate; and they so contrived 
the matter, as to obtain an act of Congress to pay two or more 
bonds given to John M'Queen, which, as is now believed, were 
given for the purchase of Cumberland island and the slaves, as 
already noticed. . ^ , 

I cannot explain the particulars and contrivances of this matter; 
but 1 am fully persif^ded, that the money voted by Congress was 
under the pretence of paying Harris and Blackford's debt. Mc- 
Queen's bonds being thus satisfied, the mortgage and indemnity 
of Greene were also satisfied. Thus all Greene's debts fdr whick 
he became the security of Mr. John Banks, with British 'mer- 
chants, were paid — not by him, but by othermeans; and his heirs 
have since held, and now hold an estate in lands and slaves 
on Cumberland Island, supposed to be worth but little, if any 
thing less than $100,000; which estate, with the rents and profits, 
so far as I can see or comprehend, now belongs to John Bankr? 
heirs, or rather to his heir at la\y. 
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It is possiljk ttiat a ditferent view may be given of Ibis last mat- 
ter, and that facts not known of, nor suepecled to exist, may ^p- 
duce the writer of this to fprm and acknowledge different infer- 
ences* ' ' ' 

These views show that Greene received lj#ge#ndetnflltie8 from 
Purnet's family,- from Major Forsythe("from Mr. Banks' rekitfves, 
and from Mr. Banks' estates, in bond's, &c, effects, vessels and real 
estate, before Getieral Greene's death; so that there was enough 
to indemnify him, besides the payment of thft debt due to Coll^t^ 
and the last act of Congress to pay the guaranty in favor of Harris . 
and Blackford, or M'Queen; but as all^ these debts were paid,* * 
and not by Greene, his heirs and estate are now answerable, either 
to the United States or to the representatives of John Banks. 

The following is an extract from a letter written by General 
Greene on the 13th of August \1$2: "For upwards of two ^ 
Jhonths, more than one thud of our army'was naked, with nothing 
but a breachcloth about them, and never came out of their tents, 
and" the rest were as ragged as wolves. Our condition was bill 
little better in the article of provisions. Our beef was perfect 
carrion; and even bad as it was, we were frequently without any. 
An army thus clothed and fed, may be considered in a desperate 
situation.'^ 

Many other extracts of the same description and equal strength 
might be cited, all tending to show the distressed situation ©f the 
army under tlie command of-Greene; from all which, they were 
relieved by John Banks; and when fully relieved and fitted to be 
employed as soldiers, they were put under Gistv Laurens and 
others, to be butchered in an unnecessary gladiatorial war, in 
^hich they engaged the more willingly, becaute they were ta*igbt 
to believe that through the extraordinary talents, exertions and 
kindness of their General, they enjoyed all these things; forall 
which, they wei*e taught to call him their beloved General. 

Therefore have 1 now shown and developed the fact, that he 
was their enemy, and sent them to the butche^ry to be slaughter^ 
cd; that he either murdered or otherwise sacrificed the man who 
had, on his faith pledged for the United States, furnished the sol* 
diers with their equipments; that it became necessary" to his pur- 
poses, that his benefactor shou'ld die, and he did die; it was neces- 
Siiry tohis purposes, that he should get the estate of his benefac- 
tor, and per fas aut per nefasy he did get it; it was necessary to his 
fame and purposes, that certaif^ things known by his benefactor 
should be concealed and buried in oblivion, and they were con- 
cealed, and would have been buried in oblivion, if the histories of 
Caldwell and Johnson had not been published. 

Then hail, all hail, ye consummate historians of former times, 
who have published rhodpmontades and fanciful flights fdr histori- 
cal truths, which I now tell ypu, as I have done before, are 
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as false as belli *But we liave discovered many other i^ingSi 
mi by confession, but by ia<rf and deductioq. The first, that 
« General Greene was aiming to supplant Washington in the su- 
preme cooimand of the^Anfierlcan arnny, and in the contidence 6f 
bi8( country. This fully appears in what has been said in justifica- 
tion of his inducing one of the first soldiers in the war, to wit, Col* 
Lee, to withdraw and retire, thut a command might be given to 
that youhg madcap, Laurens, pretending that the latter was the 
favorite of Washington. The other was in the clandestine cor- 
respondence with General M'Dougal, Governeur Morris dhd oth- 
ers, proved by the anonymous lette*r published in tlxe second vol- 
ame, that there was a stheme to connect the termination of tl» 
war and the establishment of a monarchy together, 

Hence it was necessary that Greene should getcleV of Mor- 
gan, Stevens, Sumpter, Pickens, Marion and Lee, and keep out of 
service Shelby,^ Sevier and others; because he found them all d^* 
voted to the equal republican liberties dflheir country, and t6th€ip 
favorite Washington. His first purposes were accomplished, be- 
cause he did get clear of these distinguished republicans, arid 
their places were supplied with his own adherents. 

While, therefore, Greene's biographers publish ponderous books 
lo dress him off in exalted attributes of character, they prove 
that he was the enemy of public liberty; the enemy of th^ Aimy, 
which he often sent to slaughter; the enemy of the great Wash- 
ington; the impertinent dictator to the high civil authorities of 
hii country, and the destroyer and murderer of his benefaction 
Whilst he comm>mded the American army; it was much exposed 
to- privations, devastation and blood, in operations and battles 
with the enemy. His relations, Jacob and Griffin Greene, alsfe 
waged a privateering War with the same enemy, cai^ried on a 
clandestine commerce with them, vr&ited thei/ ports, and although 
they sunk into utter ruin by their business, the same General 
Greene having obtained the estate and pffectsof John Banks, re- 
lieved his relatives from ruin, discharged his own debts, made 
them rich, and in the short space of two years, secured great for- 
tunes for his own children. 

Yes, all these things have happened, and I alone om left to ielh 
and to publish them. I have done so; and should I live, and pre- 
serve suflScient health and means, tlfey shall go down to posterity,^ 
and become parts of the American history which may be hereafter 
published, when the historian slRll pay more regard to truths 
than he does to temporary and evanescent purposes. 
' If John Banks had lived, arid certain facts relating to Greene 
had been made known By publication, the southern States wouW 
nev6r have made the doteations which he received, and he wpuld 
have stood before the world in his naked deformity, and either 
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iKink into ruin and poverty,, as be ought, or4led as he did, uikder 
the excruciating disease of mentaiagony^ 

Vol. II, chnp. xviii, page 370. " Just the reverse was the case. 
The whole State became indignant at having the maintenance of | 
the army thrown exclusively upon it, when it was known how | 
much it bad already contributed, and how it had sufiered. Con- \ 
gress was charged with deserting them in thejr distresses; and | 
the financier, with dealing ungenerously, in casting them upon 
North-Carolina and V^irginia, from whom nothing wna to be ex- 
pected. They were sen^^ible,'- that they could' not dispense with t 
the army, and that it pugbt* not to be left to starve; bift to leave 
them to mai:nt£rtn it eiclusively, was to throw too n^uch qf the 
general burthen upon a small and exhausted Siate.^' 

^' The. height to which murmurs had risen, will be imagined, 
when Greneral Greene wrote-r— " The inhabitants are so soured by 
this mode, that it will almost create a civil war to continue it.'* 
And the privations of the troops will be judged of, from the follow- 
ing extract from Colonel Hamper's Journal: " 25th of December 
J 782. Poor Christmas-*no beef nor rum for the men." For all 
besides, it was a day of plenty or of waste« 

" Authority had now been given, to contract for the subsistence 
pf the troops;^ but the utmost efforts of the General, persevered in 
for months, could not prevail on any one Ko undertake it. The 
price ofiered Ipy the contractor, which was limited by the northern 
contracts, was too small; Philadelphia, the place of payment, too 
remote; and the bills of the financier not very acceptable, and, 
unfortunately, they were daily growing worse and worse. Two 
of the States had refused the duty of five per cent, claimed by 
Congress, and very few of them had paid any portion of their quo^ 
tas; most of them had paid nothing. At length Mr. Morris, dis- 
gi^sted and distressed, tendered his resignation, and the bills of the 
southern department were no longer paid when due. Still, how- 
lever, the confidence of |he public in Mr. M-^rris' assurance that 
they would be paid, kept up their sickly credit, and although un* 
Welcome, they were esteemed wife. 

"Among the holders of these bills Ihere was no one so deeply 
interested as John Bank». After (he evacuation of the town, 
M'\jor Forsythe had resigned his oiBce in the army, and embarked 
m trade with Banks, under the firm of Roheft Forsythe and Co. 
and Banks did bu^iness under that of John Banks and Co. In 
neither firrn did the name of iflnjor Burnet appear, thou|;hithas 
since been ascertained that he wa& a copartner, as well as Bank?, 
of Robert Fors)^{he and Co. as well as of John Banks and Co. 
His interest was, fur some months, altogether unknown to General 
Greene, aJid probably lo all others, except through the medium of 
the discoveries made in Virgini^^, Mnjor Bqrnet had intimated 
to General Greene^ ^is intention to go into business to which bl^ 
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vas bred, as soon as the town should fall; and it appeared after- 
wards, that the mention of thie intention to Mr. Banks, at Ashlej 
Hill, together with the suggestion by the General, that he would 
be flattered bj any assistance afforded Burnet, was the ground- 
work of Banks' surmise that propoRals would be made on behalf of 
General Greene, for an interest in the trade. Banks probably 
had been recently in the circles in Charleston, in which suck 
hints led to such consequences, and having mingled much in the 
corruptions ofirade and power, drew bis inferences from recent 
jpxperience. . 

"It appears, however, that General Greene never believed (the 
Virginia letters notwithstanding) that Major .Burnet had ever 
connected himself with Banks, uniil the town was evacuated, nor 
then, until he bad visited his friends in Jersey, and obtained their 
approbation* This opportunity was afforded him, by his being 
despatched with the communications on thef evacuation, and 
charged w^ith waiting, in person, on the Comman^ler in Chief, t« 
advise upon ulterior measures, an uniform practice of General 
Greene's, upon every great change in the posture of ptiblic affairs-rr- 
intended to obviate the delays attendant oh a correspondence, as the 
aid so despatched' was competent to answer the inquiries which 
8(M:h changes would suggest. His absence from the armyi which 
was protracted urftil the middle of April, precluded that personf^l 
intercourse M^hich nr\ight otherwise have led to a knowleclge of his 
interest in Banks' commercial establishnoents. 

" Until the receipt of Governor Harrison's letters, which was os 
the 3d of February, General Greene. had every reason to feel him* 
self under much obligation to Mr« Banks. The countenance and 
support of his house kept up the credit of the governnient bills; 
and in a recent instance he thought he bad experienced a striking 
proof of his liberality and public spirit. 

" When the Pennsylvania and Maryland lines were reduce^ 
into one full regiment, the troops of the other States underwent a 
correspondent reformation. The number of officers remaining 
with the army, was, of consequence, greatly reduced. After the 
length of service that these men had been subject to, without a 
cent af pay, and no clothing, (hut one small supply of linen, and a 
pair of boots, when the manufacturing estahlishvient in George- . 
town could afford them,) itxWill be readily supposed, that the state 
of their w(ird robes was but ill adapted to minscling in the society 
of Charleston. Nor was their personal appearance unaffected by 
the contrast with the neat and soldier- like appearance of the troops, 
after passing tropo their rags to^ state of comfort heightened by a 
smack of taste. 

'* General Greene was so impressed by the necessity of afford- 
ing them some relief, that he resolved to draw on the financier for 
two iQonths' pay to qapb pf theKp, a^xt trust to the justice of the f^P 
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fort, and tht known influence and friendship of General Lincoli^ 
to vindicate Che measure^ 

^^Tbe bills were accordingly drawn; bat so manjr circunv 
StAnced bad concurred (p reduce the credit of the financier, that 
fiobodjr would take (hem; they Jiegan to be considered a& of the 
same progeny with centinental money. Nor was it without 
cause) for thmigh the whole sum amounted only to four thousand 
dollars^ Mr* ^Morris' answer to the communication which annouH^ 
ced the draft, contains a decfaration ^^ that it was foar tbousind 
ti/nes as much as be knew where to get the money to meet the 
payment of/' 

'^ In this state of things, the house of R. Forsythe and Co, carne 
forward and offered to receive the bills in payment of pdrcfaares 
made at their storey and although there can be but little doubt, 
that some advance was made upon their goods^ to countervail the 
Inconveniences thai might res^ilt from the mode of payment, y^t 
Oeneral Greene was certainly led to consider it as an act of great 
liberality and a persona) gratification rnteoded to bis own feelings* 
Will it be believed, that this was afterwards made the groofid* 
trprk of the most mortifying calumny, which the General had to 
encounter, to wit, (hat he ha<] speculated on the necessities of hii 
own officers? Never was man the victim of |uch distorted >[)i8t 
representations! 

"Before the receipt of Governor Harrison's letter, the house of 
John Banks and Co. had become contractors fbr the subiistenct 
*f the army-" 

I enquire of Judge Johnson, how he can jufstffy the writing and 
publiC£^tion of the 411th and 413th pages of his second vohime, 
after having made the foregoing acknowledgnwents in the 370th 
page of the same book? And will be, or any of his or of General 
Greene's friends, pretend to utter complaints at any language 
which may be used against them? Let it be remembered, that I 
am a volunteer in the vindication of oae who has been dead more 
than forty years; that \ am bound by my engagement, to do wbait 
may be suggested to my devoted mind. 



THE GLADIATORIAL WAR, 
Wagti hy General Greene against the retiring British forces. 

After Greene had reorgani^ged the army, and induced all tba 
distinguished republicans to leave the service, he en^ged in a 
war which I have called the gladiatorial war. It will present to 
the reader many facts which wiH excite his disgust, and i^bow ho^ 
much the United Slates wer^ indited to (tk% irmness of th<ist 
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pMriotfi wtio withetood the conspiracy, ati^ still more to Divine^ 
rroTidenee, for the preservation ofliberty and repabiicahism. 

Slrange is (he niyslery, or absurd the evident contradictory ten* 
dencies of Genera) Greene's conduet, relating to the wants and 
evident purposes of the two armtes. 

1st* The Governor of Sboth-Carolina permitted provisions to be 
lent to Charleston. 

3d. Greene contracted with John Banks for clothingf; . which 
could onljP be got from Charleston, and permitted provisions to be 
carried in for payment of the clothing. 

3d. General Green engaged several corps of troops to capture 
and prevent the introduction of other provisions. He disguatecl 
msny officers, and induced them to withdraw from service.' 

4lh. General Greene knew that the clothing which his army 
received, came from Charleston, in exchange for the very pro- 
vifiions which had been carried in under the Governor's ordei^ 
and bis own license. 

5th. The British commandant proposed to purchase provisions 
from the people, and to suspend ail hostilities until he should de- 
part. 

6th. Greene refused, and gave orders to the officers to infer- 
cept, oppose and prevent the people from selling provisions to the 
enemy, whilst his^ officers and army were benefitted by the con- 
stant receipt of clothing sent out by John Banks under flags, they 
being obtained by provisions sent in by other flags; so that his 
eamp exhibited the benefits of friendly intercourse, while the 
valiant and faithful soldiers were devoted to war, blood and deaths 
by the mysterious policy of General Greene; m consequence of 
which, orders were given to General Marion to devote himself 
and his brave followers to this warfare. The* brave Marion never 
executed these orders, inconsequence of which, it is alleged that 
his services were no longer desirable; whereupon General Gist, 
as his successor in command, in the true quixotic stylei, galloppeS 
about the country in quest of adventures, and to arrest the course 
of daily existence. • 

While Marioft was in service, he was reinforced by Colonels 
Shelby and Sevier, two heroes of King's Mountain, where Fergu- 
son was totally defeated and fell. They had under their com- 
mand about 800 men. Here follow extracts relating to them: 

Vol. II, chap, xvi, page 260. " It was on the sufficiency of the 
force assembled under Marion, to keep in check that of the ene- 
my under Stuart, that Greene had 'Ventured to advance to the 
FourHoles, or meditated taking a position so much exposed to an 
attack from Charleston. The mountaineers under Sevier and 
Shelby, constituted the reinforcement upon which he had venture 
ed into the field; and this force, to his astonishment, deserted Rim* 
Re bad been given to understand that they were to -remain in 
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8enrif« (' uotil the spring of the jear, or until Cbarleston wnfSjr^ 
duced.^' To his dUappoinlment and surprise, they all abandoned 
Marion by the^dth of November^ It was most probably attrib* 
otable to Shelby ^s having obtained leave of absence, as we find no 
other cause or excuse for their retiring after three weeks' 6e^ 
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Vol. 11, chap, xvi, page 961. ^' The only services in which the 
mountaineers (as they were called) were eniployed while with 
Marion^ wqrein attacks on the post at Fairlawn, and on the re* 
doubts at Wappetaw. Detachments of about 200 of them, sap* 
ported by Mayhem's cavalry of about 1 80, were, in both instances, 
employed under the command of Shelby. The latter place, on 
being approached, was abandoned ; for General Stuart was then 
drawing in his forces under the protection of Charlestpn. But 
the attack on Fairlawn was made while the enemy lay at Wan- 
pool." 

As nothing more is said about the mountaineei^, it is likely 
that there appeared nothing for them to do, but to assist Oenerals 
Green and Gist in theirquixotic plans; atid they not choosing to 
be thus degraded from volunteers to gladiators, returned to their 
respective homes. But when Johnson brought into notice such 
men as the conquerors of King's Mountain, he ought to have 
fhewn when and why they left the service* What had been done 
iat King's Mountain^ and the glorious conduct of Shelby in Cana- 
da, as Governor of Kentucky, during the last war, entitled him to 
more honorable consideration and notice, especially as Johnson's 
history was published long after the last of these events* 

These facts and extracts tend to show the feelings and conduct 
•f General Greene; and the military expeditions and bloody bat- 
tles will show the causes why the army was discontented and 
mutinied, and why many officers led the service altogether; so 
that I have no hesitation in saying, that the continuation of the 
war, after a cessation of hostilities by General Leslie, was pro- 
posed on the simple proposition Qf getting provisions; and all the 
injuries and deaths which happened afterwards, were attributable 
to the sole inclination of Greene to attach ambitious young men 
to his person, who, after having supplanted others who were more 
worthy, might be further useful to him in some other purpose, not 
then avowed, but which has since been discovered and made 
known* 

There was then in hand a project to establish a monarchy. 
This was well known to a few; but the authors and the plan were 
not avowed; and that Greene was in favor of the plan, is, in my 
opinion, clearly evident, and if so, some mysteries of bis condu<^t 
will be explained. Will not this matter, now for the 6rst time 
unfolded, give a clew to many things not yet developed? Why 
\^ disgusted and caused to retire from service, Morgan, Stevenfi 
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Shelby, Sevier, Pickens, WilliamsM, Lee and EggIe»ton? Why Rii« 
4olph and others of (he Legion were dissatisfied? Why did he at- 
tempt to disgrace and degrade Captain Gunn? And why did the 
cavalry withdraw, and retire to Virginia, where they were justi- 
fied dnd protected IVomthe vengeance that awaited then), if. the/ 
bad returned? 

That General Greene was an overbearing, unyielding and vin- 
dictive oian, was most sorrowfully known by many in hU own 
time; and if it be true, as his biographer remarks, that he pur- 
sued such a benefactor as John Banks had been to him^400 miles, 
with pistols, saddlebags and servant, he would thereby establish 
the character of an overbearing tyrant, which would have we;il 
fitted him for the monarchy to which he had been invited, and to 
which his conduct to the distinguished republican officers who 
have been named, gave strong evidences, to whiqh he knew 
Banks was not only opposed, but a strong witness against him. 

Let ud now look a little further, and see what was the alleged 
injury which he had received from John Banks^ It is said, tiiat 
Greene, somq time early in 1783, had guarantied debts which 
Were due by Banks, Hunter, Burnet and Forsythe, to British mer- 
chants, and that sotne bills which were in (he hands of Colonel 
Pettit, of Philadelphia, had been afterwards otherwise directed 
by him; and that, about July 1784, Greene had discovered that 
this was done by John Banks; but in th« mean time all the goods 
had been delivered to Greeners particular friends and confiden- 
tial aids, Burnet and Forsythe, Burnet had carried ^30,000 
worth to the Havanna, and never returned; Forsythe had acted 
upon a greater subject; and in both of these arrangements Greene^ 
Was pleased and highly satisfied with the conduct of Burnet and 
Forsythe) and there was no complaint ever beard of, until since 
Banks' death. Banks being in a low state of health, " with a 
fever burning in his veins," (as Judge Johnson says,) having left 
nil these matters in the hands of Burnet and Forsythe, came to 
Petersburg in Virginia, returned to Washington ip North Caro- 
na, and (as Johnson says) at the very hour when Green arrived, he 
breathed his lastj and Greene immediately obtained possession of 
all his money, notes, bills, bonds, accountSvgoods, merchandize, 
Vessels, papers, rights and effects; and then the whole of the 
goods for which Greene had signed the guaranty bonds, and their 
avails, fell into the possession of Greene and his friends, Forsythe 
and Burnet, and his heirs; they being moreover possessed of all 
Banks' papers, have made out and published exactly such tales 
and reports as suited them. 

ff this elucidation is denied or doubted, I ask Judge Johnson to-- 
state the whole truth, or so much as he can. Sbodd he do so, he - 
will state, that before John Banks formed either Contracts or con- 
nexions with the military triumvirate, Greene, Burnet and For- 
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sythe, his character, credit and^resources were of the first orderi 
that Burnet and Forsythe were his partners in the contracts and 
supplies to the army, and that Greene, the guarantee of all of 
them, was the secret partner of Burnet and Forsythe, and that 
great profits were^ made. Now I ask, what became of them? 
Who were benefited? Certainly not John Banks, his friends or 
heirs; but mo-st likely^ Greene's favorites, Burnet and Forsythe, 
found the means for Greene to pay off the debts of Jacob and 
Griffin Greene, with whom he was a partner, and among other 
deeds by which his mind was harrassed* 

As respects the British debts which he had guarantied, Banks 
pj^id Warrington, by delivering a sufficiency of goods, had they 
been properly applied ; and the Congress of the United Stales 
paid the others, I ask peremptorily, what became of the pro- 
ceeds of the goods which Burnet and Forsythe had? Of all 
Banks' mercantile capital in North-Carolina? Of the vessels 
which were nearly ready for sea, with their cargoes provided, and 
of other debts? What became of the lands in North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, which were mortgaged? 

As respects Pettit, I neither knew nor could ever ascertain 
much about him. After the death of Banks and Greene, 1 called 
upon him, to escertain by inquiry, what were the facts relating to 
the bills which came into his hands; but I afterwards heard from 
Major Richard Claiborne, (who had acted under Greene, first 
in his office of quartermaster-general, and then as deputy quarter- 
master-general of Virginia,) that Pettit claimed a large balance 
from Greene, asassistaut in the quartermas^ter's department, and 
had used it as the means of appropriating some of those much talk- 
ed of bills, to his own use. But let it be remembered, that I do not 
vouch for this. What I believe is, that the triumvirate (Greene, 
Burnet and Forsythe,) got all that was purchased, all that was 
made, and all Banks' effects, &c. in North-Carolina; that they 
have been indemnified by Congress, on account of the debts for 
which Greene was responsible, and thai Greene and his brother 
Jacob, and cousin Griffin, have been saved from bankruptcy, ruin 
and pauperism; and also, that Greene's family now enjoy estates 
in Tennessee, Rhode-Island and Georgia, worth at the least four 
or five hundred thousand dollars. All which, his associates, Burnet 
and Forsythe, have made by the death and wreck of John Banks, 
and the enjoyment of his estate. I have no data, but I do not 
think, as they knew pf so many of Greene's secrfets during the war 
and afterwards, and how his commercial and privateering projects 
went on in Rhode-Island, that they would let him rise from pau- 
perism fo affluence, without taking some care of theniselves an4 
friends also. I do not believe that any relative of John Banks 
ever derived thb smallest' benefit from hU estate* 
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I have given derailed chronological sketches relating to Johtt 
Banks, with their causes and tlieir consequences; alst», the causes 
and effects of. the wide spreading and long standing slanders 
against him, with short views of the agents of' those slanders, and 
what Banks' situation was before he had the misfortune of forming 
contracts and connexions with the triumvirate, Greene, Burnet 
and Forsythe, who, with cool, deliberate wickedness, before and 
after his death, while they concealed their own plans and secrets, 
meditated (hedestruclion of their unsuspecting and liberal bene^ 
factor. I will now ask the impartial reader to survey the actions, 
successes and fate of a young man^ whose entire career had ter- 
miiidt^d in the 27th year of his age; whose life, was lost in conse- 
quence of his great, patriotic and unrivalled services in that cause 
which eventuated in' the freedom and happiness of this now great 
and flourishijig country — a country which now, in its increasing 
wealth and strength, has looked back with gratitude, justice and 
liberality, towards other benefactors of the same .period, but not of 
greater devotion or usefulness. 

fiehold this young man, at the ages of 22, 23, 24 and 25, under- 
taking and performing for a devoted iarmy and prostrate country, 
those very things which saved them! Behold him receiving the 
public applause and thanks of all ranks and degrees! Behold him 
listening to the commander of the army, acknowledging that he 
(Banks) was the only man who had the will and ike means to render the 
services which the army had received, and in flattering terms invi- 
ting and soliciting him to make further engagements to the same 
army and country, and requesting him to become the guest of Ins 
family and the friend of his friends! Behold the pecuniary agent 
or financier of that country, after the services were received and 
the country saved, refusing to pay bills drawn by his own authori- 
ty, upon himself, by the general of the army, for large amounts, 
and thereby producing losses and sacrifices of incalculable amount! 
Behold him harrassed, calumniated, and compelled to expose his 
tender constitution and delicate frame to great fatigue and to a 
deleterious atmosphere, when he sickened, sunk, and died! And 
now hear, that although he was a native of your soil— a soil made 
yours by his acts-r-his bones are deposited aifiong strangers to his 
worthy his serviiiesy and his successes^ far from his home^ his relations^ 
and his friends t Sh^l it be said, that they who are conscious of 
all this, and who daily rejoice in that national greatness and gidry 
to which he contributed, will not revive and review those past 
scenes, and will say to his relatives and friends, who have suffer- 
ed by his death and the subsequent spoliations of his rights and 
effects, that noheajing balm and soothing word shall be said unto 
them? 

The voice of truth, justice, honor, love of country and gratitude, 
' now speaks to the living beneficiaries, and calls upon them to opeA 
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their ears and hearts,, to give rest and peace to the soul of their 
benefactor, who was the only man in exiJ^tence, who had the will 
and the means to have done those things, by which the^ and th^eir' 

Eredeces^ors have been, and their successors. for ages to come will 
e, his beneficiaries, and instead of slanderers, ought to be his de- 
fenders and eulogists, and to make known, in the very words 
by which he was induced to hasten his own. death and destruction: 
You ctre the only man wh9 possessed the will and the means to serve and 
save us. 

Behold, also, the man who had been most benefitted and the 
most thankful, becoming his slanderer and the devastator of his ^ 
property, under pretences that were false, and mqans thai firere 
illegal! Behold the posthumous fame of your benefactor^ hn 
country^s benefactor, and the benefactor of a// mankind^ made the 
pcofTof the wicked, and the fabulous by-word of romgincing histo- 
rians! Yes, behold this youthful patriot, excired and supported 
by his own honorable principles, intentions and means, save the 
iouthern army-^save the southern States^^— secuie the great pur- 
poses of the war, and ensure the independence of the United States, 
and thus entitle himself to the gratitude of every friend to honor, 
liberty and happiness, throughout the wot Id ! And does he not 
deserve that his name should be vindicated, classed and enrolled 
among the patriots of his country and the benefactors of mankind? 
And should it not be rescued from the falsehoods, which, being 
propagated by modern historians, may be repeated by their suc- 
cessors, to the latest ages of time? Such is the pious duty and 
task of an atTcctiooate brother, who, in the performance of it, has 
not been, nor will he be turned aside by any names, either past 
or present, however great, powerful, influential or hostile* 



Scheme or forming a Monarchv. 

I shall now take some further noiue of the parricidal and trea^ 
aonable scheme which was formed by a few political villains, and 
countenanc€^d by others, during the latter part of the war, to ei^tab^ 
lish a monarchy on the ruins of that liberty for which $o much 
had been done and sutTered. This daring and audacious project, 
was often the subject of remark and execration, during those days 
of disn^y a/id suifering. I do not now recollect that the names of 
the cun^pirators were announced; but it now seems, that many 
were suspected, whose popularity was hi^h, and who have since 
obtained ttie appellation of revolutionary patriots and heroes. 

It is true, that in the year 1781, wher Virjjinia was overrun bjr 
the army of Cornwallis, some ro:.spicuous men were accustomed 
(osay, tt)4t it was in vaio^ to resist longer; that it would be bett^f 
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to yield to an overbearing torrent, than to make bad worse, by 
unavailing struggles. But there was at once such a burst of in- 
dignation, that such men were considered mor^ as tl e earlj devo* 
tee^to the British government, than to any organized scheme to 
an internal national monarchy. 

Those ancient schemes and feelings, have been again brought 
Into view by Judge Johnson's books; wliich, in the chaos of good 
a^d evil, promiscuously published in almost 1,000 folio pagesi 
fully 'showed^ that an establishment of an internal monarchy, 
was under Greene'f) consideration; and although Johnson, in the 
plenitude of his wili and decree^ has acquitted Greene of any, par- 
ticipation in the scheme^ yet there is no other proof ofiered, by 
any fact, record, iettefk*, or other individual suggestion, that Greene 
was not one of the most daring leaders of the project. 

But on the other hand there were, nnd Johnson's own history 
demonstrates M^monyjacis^ which induce U5 to believe, that the 
consummation of the monarchy depended much upon the partici- 
pation of Greene, and the army which he commanded. These 
facts are, the disgusting deportment of General Greene, to the well 
•known republicans. Generals Morgan, Stevens, Sumptcr, Marion^ 
and Pickens, Colonel Lee and Major Kggieston, and to all officers 
of the army, who were not his humble devotees; the unjust and 
unpopular reorganization of part of the army, and the abandon- 
ment of many officers, whose services had been long and severe; 
the devotion of the soldiery to unnecessary battle and danger, in 
an unsuccessful gladiatbrial war; the constant palpitations of a ty- 
rannical and ambitious heart, to bedeck his brow with a military 
laurel, and give glory and splendor to his name, as a military 
chieftain, all of which were evinced in the bloody battles and de- 
feats (as I call them) of Guilford Courl-House, Hopkirk's Hill and 
Eutaw Spring, and have been acknowledged in the storm of 96 — 
in this latter bloody action, it has since been announced in history, 
that i^e motive and reason for that storm, were found in the solici- 
tude and personal love of the soldiery, to their darling comman- 
der, as he was called, and that Colonel Cruger, the commander of 
the garrison of 96, was willing to evacuate the fortress and retire 
to Charleston; yet the soldiers of the American troops were so 
anxious to give a military triumph to their general, that they were 
willing 10 be led like submissive victims, to that self devoted 
butchery, which succeeded. 

For my own part, I deny that all this quixotic devotion to 
Gf'neral Greene, his feelings, fame or honor, ever existed, except 
wilh-afew devotees; and I speak with positive certainty as to one 
of the bravest of the army, who, in making the storm and endeavor- 
ing to scale- the walls, lost his arm by a wound then received. I 
knew him well, and have heard him, in terms of modest disdaioi 
^eak of the catastrophe, its fate, and his own risk, effort, danger 
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and wound. The name of this officer was Samuel SeJden, of the 
neighborhood of Richmond, in Virginia, and brother to Colonel 
Miles Selden, formerly alluded to as one of the most active palri* 
ots of Virginia, and uncle to the present Register of the Land-Ot 
fice of that state. 

These things give me a clew to Greeners solicitude to get pos- 
session of the papers of John Banks, and their subsequent disap^ 
pearance, who, from some observations made tome at Petersburg, 
a few weeks before his death, said that he had it in his power to 
force Greene to measures of justice and full indemnification. 

Johnson's history fully shows, that there was such a schemei 
and the reason for implicating Governeur Morris and many others. 
The. letters to Greene, his concealment of them, and his imperti- 
nent correspondence, on public matters, with civil authorities, and 
he (Greene) concealing the names of the traitors, and having in- 
duced so many of the best officers in the world to withdraw 
from service; the having supplied their places with other officers, 
whose only recommendations were their personal bravery, and 
their devotedness to, or co-operation with him; the discontents of 
all the army; the mutinies of some of them ;^ the defection of oth- 
ers; the gladiatorial war with the retiring enemy, for the purpose 
of gaining military fame; the refusal of Robert Morris to pay the 
bills which Greene bad drawn by his authority, upon him, in fa- 
vor of John Banks & Co. after the army had received the benefit 
of those bills, as if they had been cash, though great losses and sa-r 
crifices were thereby sustained by Banks, in those bills; the ha- 
tred and diabolical ingratitude of Greene and his adherents, to 
John Banks, now manifested to have existed before his death, but 
cheerfully embodied and exaggerated by Judge William Johnson; 
the total embezzlement of Banks' estate, debts and claims, and 
the total and final suppression of all written testimonials relating 
to them; while all these things demonstrate the certainty and ex- 
tent of the treason, and also demonstrate that Col. Lee and John 
Banks, both of whom have been so basely and causelessly calum- 
niated by the friends and eulogistsof Greene, and injured by the 
same persons, now serve to demonstrate their innocence, patriotism 
and public usefulness; and to establish the parricidal, diabolical 
•ombinatioo; and also, that conspicuous men were engaged in a 
most infernal treason, is fully and clearly established, 

Anonymous Letter to General Greene — Vol. II, Chapter xix, 

Page 394. 

^^ Philadelphia^ February 11, 11 B3— Private. 

'' Dear Sir: — I cannot omit so good an opportunity of commu- 
nicating to you my thoughts on the present situation of affairs. 
Knowing, as I do, that your heart is actuated by the same pnns> 
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pies of justice and the snme sentiments of policy, which influence 
my own, I can venture on a freedom of communication, which, to 
most men, would be imprudent. The approach of peace cannot 
but give very serious thoughts to every officer and soldier of 
the American army. The promises made by the public, will,' if 
performed, be of beneficial importance, and if broken, extremely 
injurious. The mam army have had anxieties on this subject; 
and though 1 do not pretend to guess, precisely, at their senti- 
ments, I am convinced they will easily forego their expectations. 
Their murmurs, though not loud, are deep; and I do not think that 
the coromitteie they have sent hither, will, from their report, allay 
the apprehensions which were excited. From this committee, 
however, I learnt that they were precipitating themselves in the 
road to rum. I mean, by pursuing a recommendation to the sev- 
eral states, foi* compensation, &c. This, which would have di- 
vided them into thirteen different parts, could have made it easy 
to elude the force of their applications, or after their compliance^ 
to have resumed any grants made in consequence of them, when 
the army should have been disbanded. At present, however, th6 
committee have become so thoroughly persuaded that the army 
will be defrauded, unlebs they unitedly pursue a common object, 
that I believe it will become the general sentiment. If ihe army^ 
in common m(h alt other public creditors^ insist on the grant of gen- 
eral, permanent funds, for liquidating all the public debts, there 
can be little doubt that such revenues will be obtained; and there 
can be no doubt, that when they are obtamed, they will afford to 
every order of public creditors, a solid security. The half pay 
promised the officers, is estimated to be worth five and a half years' 
full pay in hand. Thus, for instance, supposing an officer enti- 
.tled," &:c. "Admitting, then, that the proper revenues were ob- 
tained, the officer would be able always to sell his stock for the 
value. It is needless to say that the United States have no other 
mode of paying the arrearages due to the army. It is also unne- 
cessary^ to mention, that this kind of provision ought to be made 
for every description. The effect of it, in all its parts, you will, I 
am sure, be at no loss to trace ; and you will agree with me in opm- 
ion, that Congress can^ by that means, obtain a degree of influence es" 
seniiai to the happiness of this country. Now, ray dear sir, I am most 
perfectly convinced, that (with the due exception of miracles,) 
there is no probability the States will ever make such grants, tm- 
less the army be united and determined in the pursuit of it, and unless 
they be firmly supported, and as firmly support the other .public credit" 
ors. That this may happen, must be the entire wish of every in- 
telligently just man, and of every real frtend to our glorious revo- 
lution." 

'vBut General Greene was not to be deceived by this sp^cioui 
affectation of disinter«8tedne8s and public spirit. The object wat 
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» coalition between the army and the pnbhc creditors; the en2, 
to compel the States to do them jastice. But couM it end hereT 
The povrer that forced compliance in the first instance, must be 
continued to enforce obedience. It happened, also, that he was 
fuflj apprised of the, writer's intimate connexion with the public 
creditors, to a greater amount, probably, than any other man in the 
Union, and, moreover, knew him to be an avowed advocate of 
iDonarchy. 

" The following extract i« from the same pen: " I cannot, how- 
ever, omit the present opportunity of lodging in the bosom of 
friendly confidence, my sentiments of our interior political situa- 
tion. That Congress have not proper powers, Isee^ tfeel and I lament. 
ThJeir ministers have the arduous tasik before theni, to govern with- 
out power; nviy^ move^Xo obtain the powernecessary to govern. They 
must persuade, where others command; and the strong phalanx 
of puvate interest, with the impetuous sallies of private politics 
and party, encounter them at every step. These features of our 
character and situation, are very disagreeable; but, are not these 
the distinguishing marks of government, in its infancy, in every 
age and every climate? To reinforce the reasonings^ to impress the 
arguments and sweeten the persuasions of the public servants^ we have 
that great friend of sovereign authority^ a foreign war. Conviction 
goes but very slowly to the popular mind; but it goes. The ad* 
rantages of union and disunion, in carrying on the war; the disad- 
vantages which flow from the want of them ; the waste, the ex- 
pence and inefficacy of disjointed efforts, is best for the whole, 
through thirteen different communities, whose rulers are yet ig- 
norant what is best, even for the single one that they govern; 
these, with the thousand others which it is hardly in language to 
enumerate, and which, certainly, it is not in genius to conceive, 
nor in any thing but inexperience to show; these must, at last, in- 
duce the people of America^ (if the war continues,) to intrust prop- 
er powers to the American sovereign, as they have already compelled 
that sovereign, reluctantly, to relinquish the administration, and 
intrust to their ministers the care of this immense republic. I say, 
if the war continues ; for if it does not, I have no hope, no expecta^ 
tion, that the government will acquire force ; and 1 will go further, 
I have no hope that our Union can subsist, exceptin the form of an 
absolute monarchy." 

The foregoing letter being found among Greeners papers, and ' 
published by Judge William Johnson, shows, either that Greene 
was a member of the conspiracy or connived at it; and, therefore, 
we may conclude, that he conducted the war, caused the> fortress 
of 96 to be 8tormt:d, the battle of Eutaw to be fought, the gladia- 
torial war to be carried on, and the destruction and death of John 
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Banks to be most basdy and ungratefully occasioned, in aid of 
tho»e or some other plans of equal flagitiousness. 

During these events, it was thought by many, that Greene was 
the personal favorite of General Washington, They, therefore, 
submitted to hi;;* plans and oppression; and while many of the hest 
patriots and officers of the United Slates, abandoned the service 
indiiigust, they were persuaded that Greene would be supported 
in what he did, by Washington. Judge Johnson, when he»pub- 
lished his hisitory,.oupht to have had plain truth and honest de- 
ductions ever before him; instead of which, he has endeavored 
to make evident facts yield to the purposes and designs of General 
Greene and his character; all of which are now shown lo have 
been in hostility with the interests of this country, the cause of free 
government, truth, honor, moral rectitude, gratitude and justice, 
due to the meritorious officers and soldiers of his army, and others* 



GREENE'S ADiMINISTRATlON. 

If General Greene had been faithful to his duties, and to the 
common feelings of humanity, he would have discovered and re* 
ported that John Banks' patriotism, in the course of three years^ 
had exposed him and those who were concerned with him, to the 
especial plundering and depredation of the enemy, upon property 
in Virginia and Carolina, not exposed to the risk of the sea, 
amounting to at least $150,000; that Banks v^as the only man 
who had the will and the means to serve and save his army, in 
consequence of which he had lost his life in the bloom of youth; 
that he, Nathaniel Greene, major general, as administrator, had 
obtained the possession of money, bills, notes, bonds, accounts, 
evidences of debt, property and claims, as has been shown; that 
he had obtained eflfects in the hands of his aid de-camp Burnet, 
and his aid de-camp Forsythe, and other effects in South-Carolina, 
amounting to an immense sum; that' he had obtained possession 
of one third part of Cumberland Island, with more than one hun- 
dred slaves, and that he had derived at least $10,000 of yearly 
profit from them; that his pretences to a claim for all these, were 
his having guarantied debts which Banks had contracted in part- 
nership with Majoi;5 Burnet and Forsythe, bis own friends, aids 
and confidants, to the amount of £23,000 sterling, first cost; ihaj: 
he was the dormant partner of Burnet and Forsythe, which was un- 
known to Banks; that Banks had suffered great losses by the con- 
tract to supply the army with provisions, and that Burnet and 
Forsythe were concerned in tliem ako; that by the refusal of 
Robert Morris to accept and pay bills which he (Greene) had 
^rawn upon him for clothing and feeding the army, Banks had 
lastained other great losses, injuries and discredit, and that a part 

8 
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of those lojises ou^ht to Tall on himselfor on the U. States; and also, 
that Bank^ deserved great sind endless thanks for hi^i patriotism and ^ 
devotion to the cause, and compensation for his losses and sacri- 
fires. To all this, which Greene ought toiiave done, may be add* 
ed, that after his (Greene's) deaths his executors have received 
from Congress full indemnification for the debts he had guaran- 
tied; that he and his family have enjoyed and now enjoy a great 
estate on Cumberland Inland, conjectured to' be worth at least 
$100,000, and that previous to the administration, tbfi feaid Gen- 
eral Greene, his brother .Jacob and cousin Griffin, w^re'utterlj 
ruined; and lhat,_during the war, he (Greene) was in partnership 
with his brother Jacob, and his cousin Griffin Greene, in commerce 
and privateering, by which his whofe estate had b^en lost, wasted 
and ruined; that he and they were insolvents, and that by his ad- 
ministration on the affriirs of Banks, he had paid off all debts, 
saved his Rhode-Island estate, restored Jacob and Griffin Greene 
to independence, and left for his own family estates of very great 
value. 

Upon a final review of the whole matter^ the following results 
appear: John Banks* patriotism cost Hunter, Banks and Co. and 
himself, ai» follows, viz. 
1780 — At Richmond in Virginia, by the destruction 

made by Arnold, $30,000 

1781 — In James river, below Richmond, in vessels guar- 
antied by Governor Jefferson, ' 150,000 
1782— At Beaufort, by destruction of vessels, 4^,000 
Depreciation and loss on Greene's bills on Morris, they 

being protested, 50,000 

General Greene received land^ and slaves on Cumber- 
Ictnd Island, purchased of McQueen, for the payment 
of which Greene was security, and has enjoyed the • 
benefits since 1 785, now estimated to be worth 100,000 

Congress paid those bonds to McQueen, under the pre- 
tence that they were given to guaranty contracts made 
for the army, and Greene's family have got the above 
estate for nothing. 
John Banks departed this life in Augrust 1 784, at Wash- 
ington in North- CaroliiYi, when Greene administered 
upon his estate, and received his money, effects, ves- , 

sels, notes, bonds, &,c. &c. amount unknown. 
Dcebt due by Thomas and Titus Ogden, which W. 

Blount owed, 15,000 

Al-io, he obtained the effects, at the Havanna, of which 
Major Burnet died possessed. The first cost of the 
goods at Charleston was $30,000, and they were no 
doubt worth, at the Havanna, 40,000 
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He obtained all John Banks^ effects in the hands of 
Robert Forsythe and Co. and Pearce, White and 

Call; 6o;ooo 

He obtained other effects and debts to Ihe annnunt of 10,000 

He obtained the control over debts due hy Minor and 

Gill, and Minor, Gill and Brown, at Petersburg, Ya. 30,000 
He obtained the right of Indemnitication for ve^seln tak- 
en after Ihe peace with Great Britain, to Urit^ the ship 
Saucy Jack, which cost H (inter, Banks and Cn« more 
than $30,000, and the brigs Courtney and Bachelor, 
at least $10,000 each, ' 5Q.OO0 

Greene was bound to pay to Newcnnrieo and Qollett,. about 
jE8,500 sterling, and to pay Harris and Blackford about £\ 1,500 
sterling, bdth of which sums Congress have paid; so thai Greene 
paid nothing on those accounts; and he could well afford to pay 
for Cumberland Island and the negroes, out of their protits, and 
ought now to give up the whole of that property, and be required 
to exhibit a just account of other matters, and to pay accordingly^ 
No account of administration has ever been rendered of John 
Banks' estate, to his relatives, and Greene's representatives are 
responsible for what was received, or migb.t have been receivedj. 
as has been exhibited. 

Greene and his defenders say, that John Banks engaged to 
pledge bills on Robert Morris, in the hands of Charles Pettit of 
Philadelphia, and then withdrew them.^ This I believe to be a 
falsehood. Greene extricated himself, his brother Jacob and his 
cou^sin Griffin, with the means of Bauk«, from ruin and insolvency. 
With these relatives he was in partnership, durjng; the war, in 
commerce and privateering, and he again made them indepen- 
deril. Greene lived in aiSuence and at considerable expence, 
and raised his family most expensively; and he has given and left 
among his family and friends, several large and valuable estates* 
Let it be shown how he extricated himself, his brother Jacob and 
cousin Griffin, from ruin, and made them rich, and acquired such 
estates. It is true, he got, by donations from the Carol tnas and 
Georgia, about £l$,000 in property. Where did he get all the 
rest? I answer^. from hi^ partnership with Burnet and Forsythe,. 
and bv his admmistratfon on tlxe estate of John Banks. 

^ ■ - 

In his letter to his brother Jacob, who complained of his own 
ruin and wants, Greene sympathised with him, and asked to be in- 
dulged during the infancy of his affairs* He had just then got, or 
expected to get the control of John Banks' affairs, and knew, from ' 
their aspect and extent, that they would enable him to do much 
for A/m$£//*and'for tbem. He did so, and rose frooi cuiii and pau»' 
perism to immense wealtbt 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



COLONEL HENRY LEE, . 

9 

Ailterwacds General, and Governor of Virginia, was a native of 
Prince VTillilim county, Virorinia, and a son of Henry Lee, a revo- 
lutionary patriot, and for many years a member of the Legislature 
of Virginia; and a cousin of the celebrated Richard Henry Lee, 
one of the first civilians and patriots of the revolution. 

Colonel Henry Lee entered the army as a captain of cavalry, 
and soon distinguished him^^elf as an officer of extraordinary enter- 
prise af)d value. His command was increased to ^ corps called 
the Partisan Legion, bearing his name. He was at liberty to choose, 
from the whole army, his officers and soldiers; and he certainly 
did forma corps, consisting of about 150 cavalry and 150 infantry, • 
that could not have-been excelled. After General Greene was or- 
dered to the command of the southern army, Colonel Lee solicited 
employment, and soon after followed, and recruited and trained 
his men and horses as he went; so that they might be fit for duty, 
when they should arrive. For these reasons, and it being in the 
depth of winter, he did not arrive at head-quarters until the I2th .. 
of Januarv. He was immediatelv ordered on dutv, and from 
that lime to the termination of his service, he was engaged, some- 
times on the lines, sometimes in getting intelligence, and some- 
times in attacking and surprising f>r(s and posts. This gallant 
young soldier was never surpri^^ed, or failed to execute a single 
duly. In consequence of all this, General Greene used to call 
him his-right eye; and the corps, he called his Spartan Band. 
Yet this man, of whom too much cannot be said, was afterwards 
treated by General Greene, (as has been shown,) so as to induc^ 
him to retire in disgust, from a cause and service which be adored, 
and over which he had stied so much lustre, to make way for a 
purpose which not only totally failed, but demonstrated the com- 
mi'^^ion of irjgratitude and ifijtistice, whirh, whenever and wbere- 
eyer the truth shall prevail, will be condemned. 

It is my opinion, that if Lee had had the command of the south- 
ern army, before the battle ofGuilfiid, with the aid of Morgan, 
Sumpter, Marion and Pickens, instead of suffering defeat, as 
Greene did, the whole British army, with Cornwallis at their 
head, would have been captared| with le$8 loss and waste of 
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blood than wa§ shed in eitjier of the actions where Greene con- 
manded, , 

Colonel Lee's enemies and* defamers allege that there was a 
particular moment during the battle of Eutaw, when it would 
have been attended with great bene&t^ if he had made a charge 
outhe enemy. At this time, Washington, the brave and devoted 
Washington's charge bad failed; his corps was cut to pieces, and. 
he was taken prisoner; the reg4ilars had been defeated, and were 
driven back; I^ee's cavalry were reduced to about 75, and Greene, 
as it is now said, was willing to have sacrificed them also, to have 
gained an useless vi(ftory, I say useless, because he knew the ene- 
my purposed to go to Ciiarleston — did go there, an^ would have 
S[one there, without seeking a battle. But Greene's heart panted 
bra victory; he ho(^ed to have taken th^ whole army, and to ac- 
quire a triumph; he urged them to battle, and was disappointed, 
which, in a moral view of the subject, he deserved. 

Colonel Henry Lee, though a brave, successful and useful c^ 
cer, was a man of light and weakly form, and not qualihed, in per-' 
sonal strength, to make a heavy charge in battle. Washington 
was among the bravest and strongest men of the army; he delight- 
ed in making the most hazardous charges at the head of his corps^ 
j|t)d though generally successful, was disappointed on this occa- 
sion* ,He fell, and was made prisoner. These officers both act- 
ed well their parts; but, from the causes already explained, thejr 
were very unlike each other. ' 

This short sketch may show why Lee has been censured, the 
knowledge of which I have derived, for the first lime, from Judge 
Johnson's book-^he giving as his author, the sante slandering 
Pendleton, of whom I have before spoken, whose slanders have 
made their appearance after Lee's death. 

|t is unnecessary to explain, that Lee's corps was so constitu- 
ted, that it always acted in a character distinct from the main ar* 
my, ^nd amenable to no order, except that of the commander of the 
army, and of Lee himself* It was calculated to make a sudden ef- 
fort, upon the shortest notice, and the orders were generally giv- 
en by himself. Both cavalry and infantry were like a band of 
brothers, having entire confidence in each other, and all having 
equal confidence in, and personal esteem for, their commander, 
Lee. 

At the beginning of the battle of Eutaw, Lee devoted himself t» 
the infantry, and when the British army were in confusion, Wash- 
ington's cavalry being destroyed, by a charge made under the oiv 
ders of Greene, he saw an opportunity to avail himself of the con- 
fusion in the enemy's lines, and hastened to the cavalry, with the 
intention of then making a charge. But behold! Capt. Pendle* 
ton, under pretended orders from Greene, had ordered a part of 
(be cavalry to another duty; and before the cavalry could be 



62 . 

brought back, and the charge could be n^ade, the enemy ralliedf 
and the opportunity was lost* Since Lee's death, this sanne Pen- 
dleton has appeared ^s di fabricator ^nd retaikr offacls^ to ihepreju" 
dice of Lee^ which never existed^ • 

lam, at this tinr^e, of opinion, that if Greene had not sacrificed 
Washington's corps, and Pendleton had been at ihe bandbox and 
ioUet^ for which only he wis well qualified, the battle of Eutaw, 
instead of a defeat, would have eventuated in a splendid victory to 
iheAftierican arms. 

Washington, besides being of great personal strength, was 
among the bravest of the brave. Lee had every requisite for his 
command and station, except personal strength, in which he was 
very defective. Never were two men better fitted for their sta- 
tions; each di^ alwRYS, at the proper time,^ exactly what they 
ought to do; and if the impetuosity of Greene and the stupidity of 
Pendleton, had not led them to interfere, Greene would havegain» 
ed the eclat of victory at Ealaw ; but fate ordered it otherwise. 

Volume If, chap, xv, page 236. "On the evening after the bat- 
tle, while General Greene was discharging a <luty which he never 
failed to perform, th^tof visiting the couch of the wounded, when 
he came to the hovel in which Washington's wounded officers 
were grouped together, the sight of so many gallant young men, 
so suddenly brought down from the high hopes and martial exhibi- 
tion of the preceding day, so strongly affected him, that after the 
kindest inquiries which a warm heart and unfeigned admiration 
eould dictate, he took his leave, with telling them, " it was a try- 
ing duty imposed on you, but it was unavoidable; I could not 
help if." 

1 have fully shown, that the battle of Eutaw was forced upon the 
enemy, when Greene knew that their intention was to evacuate 
the country, as soon as it could be effected. He was detern^ned 
to force them to battle, having great confidence in the certainly of 
victory. He was disappointed, and when he reflected on his de- 
feat, on the destruction of Washington's corps, his wound and cap- 
ture, and saw Washington's wounded officers grouped together^ 
he shed tears and soothed them by saying, " it was a trying duty 
imposed upon youf^ and added insult to injury by saying, " he could 
not help f/." 

The friends of Greene have endeavored to screen him from the 
'disgraCeof defeat and the destruction of so many brave men, by 
imputing misconduct to Col. Henry Lee, who commanded the Le- 
gion; in consequence of which, I make the followir>g explanation: 

The Legion, at that time, consisted of horse and foot, less thaa 
200 iTnen." They were united in their organization, and never 
formed a part of the regular line of the army. It was a partisan 
corps, intended to take advantages of events, as they might occur* 
Upon this occasion, Ceional Lee was ejCigaged in examiniDg the 
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♦(irurrcnceaofthe day. The horse and foot though under hii 
ccfmmand, were separated. He was absent from the horsv ; but 
relied.on their promptitude to act, when necessarj. During the 
action, the British arn)y was thrown into confusion; Washington 
and his corps were defeated and destroyed. Lee then hastened to 
the horse, to take advantage of the crisis; but behold one of 
Greene's aids, Capt. Pendleton, (lately a Judge,) had u^ed the 
sanction of Greene's name, and had cau^ed an attempt to be ri'.ade' 
by the cavalry, which failed. Lee, in'the meantime, came to 
where the cavalry ought to have been, and could not take advan*' 
tageof the confusion of the enemy, because Pendleton had interpos- 
ed; and Greene and his e\ilogists, under the testimony of Pendle- 
ton, have endeavored to ascribe the defeat of Eutaw to Col. Lee, 
Such I believe are the facts. I conclude this matter by saying, 
that Lee was the superior of Greene, as an officer; the superior of 
Judge Johnson, as an historian and writer; the superior of Capt. 
^Pendleton in every thing but mendicii^ and its accompanying vices; 

and inferior to no man of his rank and command who ever lived. 

/ 

MAJOR JOSEPH EGGLESTON, 
Aftefwards a General, was a native of Virginia, and a mem- 
ber of a respectable family of that name. His residence was. in 
the county of Amelia. He was a man of classical education and 
independent fortune, was bred to mercantile business, and waf 
an adept at that profession. He was among the early devoteet 
to the revolutionary war, and always distinguif^hed himself. Lee 
Yoon marked him for his Legion, and gave him the command of 
the first troop of cavalry. By his comrades he used to be called 
Utile Joe^ by way of compliment. He was, in stature, about five 
feet eight inches high, but round bodied, strong and active, mus; 
cuiarand willing — the very proper size for a horsedian. He was 
an attentive, obedient, polite, activeand brave officer; and the mo- 
ment his ear caught the word charge^ the next moment placed him 
in reach of his en^my, where it always was, kith him, vic/ory or 
death. 

He retired from the southern army, because he would not sub* 
mit to Greene's putting Laurens over him. He would have ever 
served under Lee, and delighted to obey him; but being indepen- 
dent, and the war being on the eve of. a conclusion, he retired to 
the humble walks of civil life, and occupied in farming, and dur- 
ing his life filled many public stations, with^ general approbation^ 
onex){ which was that of a member of -Congress. He lived and 
died both respected and admired. 

MAJOR MICHAEL RUDOLPH. 
This brave soldier was born at or near the head of Elk, and 
raised in humble lif<». H«.was inured^ from his infancy, to exer- 
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iion and labor* He was of German parentage, and, as was tb^ 
custom of that society, he leariied, in his youth, only useful things* 

When the British army were at the head of Elk, Rudolph gave ] 
an active and^ Volunteer devotion to annoy and oppose them, in 
which he so di^iinguished hims^eifasto obtain' such confidence 
with Lee^ that he received, at the formation of the Legion, a Cap- 
taincy, and sometimes servi^d with the infantry ^ and sometimes 
served in the cavalry; and was always amongst the foremost. 

When Greene re-organized the Legion, Lee and Eggleston, be- 
ing independent Virgiuians, withdrew. Rudolph was then enti- 
tied to the command of the Legion, and being disappointed, re* 
signed. The other Legion officers also resigned; but being gen* 
erally soldiers of merit and no fortune, found no redress or alter* 
Dative, and were obliged to yield to the mandates of tyranny and 
injustice; they again received their commissions^ and became 
gladiators, under the orderlof the new organization. 

Major Rudolph was rather a low man, but remarkably strong 
and HiuiCttlar; and Was as exactly fitted for the command, as the 
command was for him. 

He performed an exploit, while be was under the command of 
Laurens, the fame of which was given to Laurens by theGener* 
al. This was a piece of injustice and untruth, which Rudolpb 
jaever forgot nor forgave. 

CAPTAIN JAMES ARMSTRONG. 

This brave officer was one of the cavalry captains of Lee's Le- 
gion, i knew but little of him. He ranked as one of the forehiost 
men of the army. 

Col. Washington, Capt. Gunn and Capt. Armstrong, were 
^aid to be the first dragoons in the service; but they were oo oth- 
erwise pre-eminent to many others, except as they surpassed them 
in bodily strength. In this attribute, Washington exceeded not 
•nly these, but all others. 

Notwithstanding their desperate valor and great persdnai 
strength, Washington and Armstrong were both taken prisoners. 
General Greene most shamefully attempted to disgrace and break 
Gunn, but was disappointed ; for which, after the conclusion of the 
war, Gunn challenged him. The challenge not being accepted, 
Qjinn threatened to punish him, ignominiously. While the threat 
was in force, Greene died, full of care, sorrow and evident an- 
guish of mind, proceeding, as was believed, from a conscious 
mnker, which could not admit either of cure or alleviation. 

COLONEL EDWARD CARRINGTON, 

Was a Virginian, of one of the most respectable families in Vir- 
ginia. He acquitted himself well during the war, as an officer of 
artillery, and as quartermaster-general of the southern States:. 
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1ft f^ was a tall, w^ll formed man, rather sfern in his counlenaticfc 
and manner. His candor, which was proverbial, sometimes bor* 
dered on rudeness. ♦ 

He fiiled several public stations, always with high reputa- 
tion. In consequence of the high recommendation which he 
brought from John Banks, he was invited to and became a guest 
in his house at Richmond, Virginia, then occupied by me. All 
these things tended to produce for him a very high respect and 
confidence. It was this re!«pect and confidence, which induced me 
to give bonds and some other writingii to General Greene, in all uf 
which Greene has acted treacherously, has been and ytt is, 
the cause of much Vi5xation, and has contributed to the writing of 
these memoirs. Th^^y will hereafter lead to sotoe others relating 
to myself, which I shall be able to do with much more certainty, 
as. to facts and consequences. 

Though,! will not charge Col. Carrington with a wilfttl impo- 
sition upon me, relating to Greene, 1 say most positively, if he had 
not volunteered his recommendation and advice, thai I should ne- 
ver have been entangled with him', more than I had previously 
been, as before explained. All that he pron^ised as to Greene, was, 
that he was a man of honor and worthy of confidence, m which I 
have no doubt he was deceived, and, therefore, without design, de* 
ceived me. 

ROBERT MORRIS, OP PHILADELPHIA. 

The name of this distingfuished man hnving been noentioned in 
these memoirs, it is necessary that a short sketch should be given. 
Mr Morris was one of the greatest merchants of the United States. 
He was in partnership with Mr. Thomas Willing, of Philadel- 
phia, for many years, who was afterwards the President of the 
Bank of the United States. The firm of their mercantile estab- 
lishment was WiUing fy Morris. Mr. Willing was so lukewarm in 
politics, as to have been «!u.spected of disaffection to the struggle 
with Great Britain. Mr. Morris was born in England, came young 
to this country, and was a firm p*alriot, became very popular, and 
for many years, was a member of the old Congress, from Pennsyl- 
vania. 

When the old Congress neither had resources nor credit, and 
when the public interests suffered greatly, Mr. Morris was pre- 
vailed on to accept the appointment of Financier, and to lake the 
entire direction of all the public resources. Such was his credit 
and patriotism, that he gave facilities in all directions, by notes 
and bills of credit, which were taken and circulated as money. 

Such were the circumstances and situation of public nffiir?, 
when the southern army became destitute of every necessjiry. 
General Greene had made solicitous applications to the Govern" 
era of South-Carolina, North-Carolina, Virginia, Maryland anil 
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Pennsylvania, without success. An intercourse took place j^€f* 
tween Greene and Morris, in consequence of which, Morris aa- 
thorised Greene to make such contracts as would procure nece»< 
saries for the army. Greene did, therefore, make contracts with 
John Banks for clothing, and drew hills oii Morris for the payment. 
The army was fully supplied. Banks, by the means of public au- 
thority and flagp, went into Charleston, then the head <|uarter8 of 
the British army, and upon his own credit obtained the Clothings 
and also permission to convey it to the American head quarlffrs. 

Banks was afterwards induced to make contracts to supply the 
army with' provisions. Greene's two aids, Icbabod Burnet and 
Robert Forsythe, were partners in those contracts. The billg 
which Greene drew upon Morris, were neither accepted nor paid. 
Banks was, consequently, involved in great difficulties, and wag 
compelled to give personal security,' or suffer an attachment 
upon the goods which he had purchased. Greene became secu- 
curily in some cases. While Banks was devoted to the arrange- 
ment of these affairs, he departed this life at Washington, in 
North-Carolina. Greene was there and administered on his e«- 
^ tate; and after getting every thing and the control of every thing 
that he had, of. which no account has been rendered, he also died 
in L786. Subsequent to his death, his representatives have in- 
duced the Congress of the United States to pay the debts which 
be.had guarantied for Banks; and thus Greeners representatives 
have obtained all Bank^' properly, debts and claims — for nothing* 
It is now alleged, that the United States did not pay more to in- 
demnify Greene's representatives, than Banks lost in consequence 
of the foilure of Morris to pav the bilb which Greene drew on 
him, as afores^aid, in favor of Banks and Co. 

These matters are all fully stated in the foregoing pages, and 
are repeated here, to sh6w the operation of Greene's bills on Mor- 
ris, in the first instance, to clothe and feed his army, and the inju- 
ry which John Banks sustained by their being dishonored, which 
terminatad in his death and the ruin of his affairs, with the injjarj 
to his character and credit, and (he great benefits which Greene 
and his successors have unjustly obtained. 

SMITH AND BOWDOIN. 
Issac Smith and Preeson Bowdoin, were both Virginians and old^ 
• regular bred merchants, who understood all the routine of books, 
invoices, letters of advice, instructions to 'captains, &c. They 
were from the county of Northampton, in Virginia, had sup- 
ported the character of correct merchants, and had moved in the 
small, cautious scale, from youth to advanced age. They were 
the partners of James Hunter, who, no doubt, expected to derive 
' and did derive, advantages in commissions, by their long standing 

credit. He formed the partnership of Hunter, Banks & Co» ^ 
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hts been sta ted, some time afterwards, bj which each of them be* 
came interested \n one sixth part of the new house. For 8ome^ 
time, the successes of the new house infatuated them very much^ 
but the disasters of ) 78 (, incident to the invasions and depreda- 
tions already shown, alarmed them, and they, contrary to right 
afid common decency, advertised a dissolu^tion of the company. 

In a very little time. Banks' successes in North Carolina, were so 
great, that Hunter* was induced to go to the scene of so much ac* 
tivity.- He undertook to prolong the company, and to extend 
their adventures. The business, therefore, went on, between the 
agitations of hope and fear, until some other losses induced Smitb 
and Bowdoin to insist on a dissolution, as advertised in 1781; but 
1. io the mean time, Banks had extended his views^ to Charleston, and 
\ io supplying the southern army. 

He, therefore, becoming wearied with the unsettled temper of 
Smith and Bowdoin, authorised me to make a final separation 
\ from them, and to purchase their interests; which were according-^ - 

]j purchased for a trifling sum, in which he. Banks, and mys^elf,. 
I agreed to be responsible for all the interests which they held in th* 
f company, and ' to exonerate them from all debts and responsi- 
bility. I was induced by the advice and opinion of my brother, to 
make this contract; and I immediately took the steps whiili were 
L D^cessary to close accounts, according to the contract. Bui unex- 
[' pected difficulties soon occurred. Smith and Bowdoin claimed * 
their portions of interest in the profits of some vessels, and refus^ 
ed to be charged with the losses on others; and they also refused 
to allow credits for several items, demurring to entries, &;c. for the 
wantof more authentication. They insisted on keeping all that 
they had received as their individual gains; and they found the 
better hopes to succeed, io consequence of the death of Banks* 
He had the means of proof, which no where else existed, all 
which have disappeared under the adntinistration of Gen. Greene. 
The foregoing developments show why Banks' business was done 
under the firms of Hunter, Banks 8l Co. John Banks & Co. Banks, 1 

Burnet &Co. Robert Forsythe &; Co. James Hunter & Co. and 
John Banks. The causes of this variety of firms, are now explain- 
ed. In consequence of the death of John Banks, and the versatile 
characters of Smith and Bowdoin, their final uitfairness in set* 
tlemeot, the total desUuction and ruin to Banks' affairs, by the 
administration and iniquity of Genei^I Greene, are the reasons 
wby more detailed statements cannot be made. 

Those great, and sometimes prosperous concerns, were thus sunk 
into ruin, from which there is no relief; and the succeeding calum- 
nies published by historians, have at the same time given me data, 
which otherwise I could not know,, and have imposed upon me, in 
vindication of the mempry of my mu^ch venerated brother^ the wrl- 
llng and, publishing these memoirs* The regard which I have for 
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mjself, for mj cause, and for truth and justice, has required <tne 
to adhere strictly, as far ai* I can, to those attributes. 

In some of these (irms, I acted as the agent of John Banks, and 
by the contracts made witii Smith and Bow()oin, had obtained an 
interest in the firm of H inter, Banks and Co.; so that John Banks 
and myself were the representatives of this whole concern; and 
had he lived, I have no doubt that much wealth would* have been 
secured to each from it. 

Tne reader is now referred to the first part of these memoirs, 
giving illustrations, concerning which no accurate schedule or 
stated account has been rendered, 

I have aUo given memoirt^ of General Greene to his death io 
1786, to which I also refer, to include the gladiatoiial war aod 
monarchy. 

JAMES HUNTER, 

James Hqnter was born at Fredericksburg, in Virginia, His 
father was a Scotch merchant. Hunter wa« well educated in 
England, Scotland and at St. Omers, in France, where he learned 
to be a polished gentleman, which he practiced throughout his 
life. He received a mercantile education in LondoD, and nmrrie4 
an English woman, who, al^so, either had, or pretended to have, 
similar qualificaVions. James Hunter was a very polished man,^ 
and moved in the first circles of society, wrote a most excellent 
hand, of which he had such command, that he could maiie accu* 
rate imitations of the writing of others; but he had no other quail* 
ficitloiisas a merrhant, exrept his promptitude in writing letters, 
ketiping books and arco'Jiits. His genius consisted in plausibilitj, 
in fondness for places o(^ festivit}, ajtd in the expenditure of mo- 
ney, whi h »ie neither had or could get without effort, nor knew 
ho V t(. m ke etT-rts for getting it., ^^e was ahout ten years older 
th HI Joini B.iiiks, and hid the entire commat d of his afffctious 
and f.(»nfidence. I( is impossible to a^^ccrtain the extent of the io- 
jip y which Ba.ik^ snstained from him. It i? true, that Banks dis- 
covered his error; but it was too late for preventioi ,and he ceas^ 
ed to exi^t too soon for remed\ or reparation. \i Hunter render- 
ed himself worthy of any estimation in society, ex«tpt as an ac- 
c )!npli-«hed man at balls, music* parlies aid sumptuous dinners, 
equii'ya- landlord or guest, his other ati rihuJeb oi character are 
not r c^•llected. nor are they now believed to have existed. 

In t le difficulties and failure of the houses at Charleston, and 
the *:ffiii\ up<Hi the affiirs of »he house of Hunter. Banks and Vo. 
Ilu'rte.r contrived to.*e« ure s-^meihin^ for his friends and family, 
tlie p-irticnjais --i wluch I cai-not sfiow. 

Want ol'ca .d r, vvant of moral integrity, an ambitious pride 
todo som ill! tt^ eqial '<» \U edin ation and p^eten^ions. rei^eied 
hfinfi' r»r notlii!;g; a: d 1 exj.ei t th^it i>o man of equal endow- . 
naeuis, ocitUer addicted to gaming nor diunkeuness, ever ilifii^ 
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more from society without restoring any thing. The only favor 
ever conferred by hinrj upon the ccmmui.itj, vas his exit. Thug 
'society saved as much a? he would have con^umtd, and, therefore, 
society gained by his death. 

ICHABOD BURNET, , 

Was a native of New-J*rwy; his father resided not far from 
New- York. He was bred to the business of a nierchant, for the 
details of which he was well qualiicd. He becanie »n aid de- 
camp to General Greene at an early period of the war, continued 
in that station until the evacuation of Charleston, and was more- 
over his confidant, friend and inseparable companion. 

Burnet was a smatl, slender man, of salU>w muntenance and 
crabid temper, in the mapifestalion of which, his acquaintancea 
iallowed him the full enjoyment. While he was wiitj Greene as 
bis aid and confidant, he formed the partnership with John Banks, 
called Banks, Burnet and Co. He had no' capital; but was con- 
cerned in the large purchases and contracts made by Banks before 
Charleston was evacuated, and likewise in clothing and feeding 
the army. After the evacuation of Charleston, tbe partnership 
was announced, and Burnet soon after carried with lum to the 
Havanna, a large assortment of dry goods, which had been pur- 
chased from the Biitish merchants of Charleston, amounting to 
about £9,000. He soon after died at the Ha vain a. John 
Banks also died, at Washington in North-Carolina; Greene ad- 
ministered upon his estate, and has rendered no account of it. 
Greene's bio*grapher. Judge Johnson, acknowledges that he re- 
ceived great, assistance from Burnet's family and Barks' relations; 
but that, no explanation being given, it is presumed that he got 
the benefit of the goods which were carried to the Havanna, of 
M'hich no account has been rendered, and of the assistaice (torn 
Banks' relations, for nothing; because Greene's estate was alter- 
wards guarantied in the payment of these goods ivhichhad been 
purchased of the British merchants. Greene's representatives 
were afterwards fully indemnified by two acts of the Congress of 
the United States. 

Wbeof Burnet went on from South-Carolina to the northward, 
he saw me at Richmond, and delivered into my possession, as the 
property of 'Banks, Burnet and Co. sur^dry bills, amounting lo 
$20,000, drawn by General Greene on Robert Morris; in conse- 
quence of which, a coppef-bottomed brig, called the Comet, tlien 
loaded with tobacco, was immediately purcha&ed iioni Mr. W. 
i^ennock, and sent to sea, on account of that house. This vessel 
^arrived safely in the West-li. dies, where the cargo of tobacco wa« 
vworth more than the cost of the brig and cargo. I uiiderst«*od 
that the proceeds went to the dischai§;e of one of the debu which 
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had been contracled for the aforesaid goods. . A written etat^' 
men! of these matters was rendered bj roe, was found by 
Qreene among John Banks' papers, and probably now is in the 
possession of Judge Johnson. M r. Hunter also had the possession 
and ccintrol of manj other bills of the same kind. 

Burnet applied to me as he returned, to undertake some other 
business for the house. I not only declined the bcisiness, but to 
have any connexion with the house. Burnet and Hunter travel- 
led together from Petersburg to South-Carolina. 1 neither ever 
law or bad any transaction with Burnet afterwards. 

MR. ROBERT FORSYTHE. 

This personage was an Englishman by birth. He caine to, and 
resided at Fredericksburg in Virginia, as an assistant in the mer« 
cantile establii»hment of Charles Yates, who also was an Engltsb- 
man. At the beginning of the revolution, he entered into the 
military service, a? a volunteer, and acquitted himself so well, as 
to have attracted and obtained the notice and confidence of Gen* 
eral Greene, which he preserved during his life. He performed 
the office of commissary-general to the army which Greene eoro* 
manded, and also resided in his family as one of his aids. While 
acting ia these capacities, be entered into a partnership with 
John Banks, under the firm of Robert Forsythe and Co. Banka 
made large contracts in Charleston, with British merchants, for 
goodst, and another contract to »upp1y the army with provisions, 
in both of which Forsythe was interested. Banks wrote to his^ 
partner, James Hunter, in Virginia, a private leher^ which J'or- 
sy the. undertook to forward by an officer, enclosed .to Governor 
Harrison of Virginia, and also enclosed to Hunter a large num- 
ber of bills, drawn by General Greene on Robert Morris-^ Judge 
Johnson says they amounted to £8,000. General Scott, who com- 
manded in Virginia, was induced, by the suggestion of Captaii^ 
•Shelton, who brought the letter, to open it; by which means the 
partnerships were divulged, and created great clamor against 
General Greene, on the suspicion that he wasi concerned. 

Robert Forsythe had but little or nothing. He had married 
the widow Huston, of Fredericksburg, who had but little more;, 
to that when lie entered into partnership with Banks, he was a 
man without capital. He was a small, well set, handsome man^ 
of excellent manners and address. Having a counting-house edu-^ 
•ation, he was perfectly acquainted with the routine of business.. 
Although Greene was angry with him, or pretended to be so for a 
time, jet he soon became not only reconciled, but acknowledged 
many obligations to hiip. These contradictions induced many 
to believe that Greene and Farsythe were secretly partners in the 
trade in which Forsythe was a partnert 
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It is certain, that the greiit store jof goods wlnclrbe receir^ 
from the English merchaats at Charleston, for which Greene wai 
8ecurity,,oughttohHve been appropriated to pay those merchants. 
It was for those debts Greene got Cumberland bland, and recei?-> 
ed other indemnification from Congress for the goods, t^orsythe's 
representatives are required to show what became of the goods, 
&c. how Greene got Cumberland Island, and how they were paid 
for, except by the acts of Congress. 

GENERAL THOMAS NELSON. 
In the years 1780 and 1781, Virginia was invaded by several 
British armies or enterprises!; the firtst, by General liiatthews; 
the second, by General Benedict Arnold, the celebrated traitor 
and deserter from the American army to the British; the third, 
by General Leslie, who occupied Portsmouth for some time; the 
fourth, by General Phillips, who died at Petersburg; and the fifth 
andiast, by Lord Cornwallis, who, after overrunning a great part 
of Virginia, wad captured at Little York, having surrendered, m 
the autumn of 1781, to the combined American and French forcet 
und^r the command of the immortal Washington. 

The invasion of Arnold was sudden, rapid and destructive. He 
landed on James river, at Westover, about 25 miles.below Rich- 
mond. Such was the secrecy and celerity of his movements, that 
Richmond (as Washington was in the last war) was entered and 
taken by surprise. Havock and desolation having marked the 
short career of Arnold^ he withdrew, retired to his shipping, and 
toon departed. 

The Legislature of Virginia, in thespring^seRsion of 1781, met 
at Charlottesville, about 80 mites west from Richmond, to which 
place the public offices were removed, where they were suddenly 
surprised and dispersed by a p^rty of British horse, under the 
command of the partisan and bloody Colonel Tarleton. The 
Legislature then convened at Staunton, still further west, and be- 
yond the Blue Ridge of Mountains* 

Mr. Jefferson, then the Governor of Virginia, finding himself 
not well qualified to act in a military capacity, resigned the gov- 
ernment while the Legislature were sitting a^Staunton, w^o im- 
mediately elected General Thomas Nelson in his stead, with the 
universal consent and applause of every patriotic bosom and 
tongue. » 

General Nelson immediately placed himself at the head of the 
T^irginia militia, and wherever usefulness or danger invited, he 
"Was filways to be found* The camp was to him the field of pleas- 
ore; the tent, his palace and solace. He identified himself with 
his country, and might literally have said, ^^ ail which I saw, and 
part of which I was." 
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; The constitaHdtt of Virginia required, that the Grof efnor should, 
upon all occasions, take the advice of the Council of State, or a 
xn*joriiy of thena. There were eight, of equal power and rank* 
So soon as the new G3vernor put himself at the head of the militia, 
and devoted himself to the duties of a military commander, some 
metn^ers of the Council complained and expostulated with him ; 
upon which occasion he replied, " My first and greatest duty ts to 
defend my country; that duty requires my presence in the camp* 
If you, gentlemen, will accompany me, and hold your sittings at a 
jconvenieot distance, i will consult you, as theconstitution'requires; 
if you will iH)t, i will conduct the government as well asl can^ 
without youi advice; hut I will save my'country, if I can*'' 

General Nelson was faithful to his promise and duty, and call- 
.ed forth every man and every thing upon whom and upon which 
the excitements of patriotism, the routine of duty, or the strength 
of government could act. No horse, wagon, corn-house or meat- 
house was exempt from his requisition and impressment. These 
measures were high-handed, to be sure; but they were necessary. 
The purposes were great — they were urgent; the consequences 
were s6cce8sful and ghirious; and although the great achlev*- 
mentof taking the entire British army, may be ascribed to other 
causes, I ever considered it to fa^ve been greatly due to the ener* 
gy of General Nelson* 

General Nelson, whose name is given to one of the counties of 
^Kentucky, and to another in Virginia, lived and died r patriot, 
statesman and soldier of the most incorruptible integrity; and at* 
though I d,o not disparage others of his day, by giving a preference 
to him,i may say he was second to no man* 

After the capture of Lord ComWallis, General Nelson retired 
from public office and duty* His career was shorty useful, suc- 
cessful and glorious* He committed hundreds, jperhaps thou- 
sands, of infractions of the constitution; he knew the responsi- 
hility; he met it, and saved his country. All that he di(jl was re- 
quired by public exigency and his own daty; and who or where 
was the man to censure or condemn him? Upon him all eyes 
Were or ought to have been turned, with the highest and most hon- 
orable emotions of gratitude* If any complaints were made, 
they did not reach my ear, or are forgotten, as though unworthy 
of memory. But yet, a course of public duty so conspicuous, la 
which private rights and property, necessary for the public de- 
fence and exigency, had been so often seized, impressed, used and 
destroyed, that the Legislature of Virginia, which sat soon after,' 
passed an act of general indemnification and amnesty, in favor of 
that man by whose energy and greatness oi soul they then ea- 
jovf.d the privilege of meeting as lawgivers, and of passing that 
very act* They knew that if conduct like Nelson's had notbeea 
rigidly enforced^ a hostile army might have held their places. 
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They Inew that thfcy w^i*e mainJy indebted to him for Ae prlvl* 
lege of meeting, acting, deliberating and voting where they were, 
aj'd ihey paMcd the act, which was necessary for his private se- 
curity. 

General Nelson, while in service, excited by his patriot isni, did 
6uch things as required the interposition and protection of the 
governiiietit, which was spontaneously and universally afforded. 

GENERAL DANIEL MORGAN. 
It was unfortunate for the country, for the army, and fot* the 
cause of humanity, that Greene obtained the appointment to the 
^Command of the southern army, after the defeat of Gates. It is 
true, that Gates deserved his fate, not only because he had rushed 
on in pursuit of the British, flying, as he*supposed, with Jess than 
half the number of his own troops, when, contrary to his expecta* 
tions, they were advancing in the most perfect order and prepara* 
lion for battle.^ In such a situation. Gates' numbers, consisting 
i*iostly of militia and raw troops, were an incumbrance to each 
other. Gates was surprised, his troops were in confgsion, and 
being vigorously attacked, were dismayed, defeated and routed. 
But after some time Gates received reinforcements, colIecte4 
a considerable number of stragglers, and wa* joined by th^ cele- 
brated General Daniel Morgan, who had distinguished himself at 
Quebec, Saratoga and other places. The late disaster had 
taught Gates prudence; he then began to give manifestations 0[ 
capacity for command. He had detached Morgan, with six of 
seven hundred troops, consisting of Washington's cayairy, How* 
ard's regiment of Marylanders, and some militia. Morgan waB 
far from succor, and was pursued by the British Colonel Tarle- 
ton, with hU bloody legion and a regiment of regulars, whose ag» 
gregate number was greater than the forces commanded by 
Morgans Tarlcton advanced rapidly; Morgan continued a' 
steady, orderly retreat, encouraging his men by his language and 
actions, always assuring them that he would give them a victory, 
if they would fulfil their duty and obey his orders. The troops 
were thus inspirited, and continued their retreat, until Tarleton 
had approached them so nearly that Morgan thought it was time to 
make ready for battle. In doing this, he made no particular se- 
lection of positioii; but made his stand and arrangements for ba'> 
lie, where he was overtaken. He prepared for battle, drew up 
the militia in front, and said to them, that after giving two good 
steady fires, hie wished them to make a rapid and disorderly re- 
treat, and form again after passing the regulars. They did so, 
and the British troops pursued in broken lines, were received by 
the regulars with the hayonet, and were instantly routed, killed, 
taken, or fled. He fulfilled his promise of victory, and in a.short 
time killed, took and chased away Tarleton'S whole army. The 
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billed and prisonei*siexceeded in namber his whc^e force. Pot.tb^ 

Iariicularb of this celebrated action, the reader is referied to 
.ee's Memoirs. It was not only very fortunate at that time for 
the cause, but standi foremost and unrivalled by all the exploits oi 
Hie revolutionary war. 

After Morgan bad received his appointment and command, 
from Gates, Gates himself was displaced, and Greene was put at 
the head of the army he had commanded. After the deteai ot 
Tarlelon, Grei^ne hastened, with a very few, to Morgan's little 
afiDy, and assumed the command. lie totally changed Morgan^fl 
plan find purpose of retreat, and coiKlucted himself with such ar-* 
rogance^ stupidity and hauteur, that Morgan immediately with- 
drew from the service^ and could not be induced ever again to 
hpld a command under Greene. 

Morgan had intended to conduct the prisoners which be had 
taken, through the upper parts of NortliCaroUna and Virginia, io 
a place of safety, and to have roused the daring spirits of those 
regions to return with him;, and there was every reason to sup-*^ 
pose that he would have bad with him those distinguished, brave 
men who had defeated and destroyed Ferguson at King's Moun- 
. tain, with the addition of many more from the transmoqntaiii 
counties of Virginia; so that he would have returned in a vexy, 
few weeks with 2.500 or 5;000 men, confident in themselves and in 
their commander. He would have had the Colonels Campbelli 
Shelby, Sevier and Williams, all fearless of danger and panting 
fgr battle. But these pleasing and reasonable projects ^eie des- 
troyed by the execrable conduct of Greene, which will be hereaf- 
ter shown* 

The public service being thus injured by the withdrawal of 
Morgan, Greene hafrassed his troops with much and' severe duty ; 
but being considerably reinforced by regulars and militia, and 
particularly by Lee's Legion of about 300 picked men arid horses^ 
he followed the example of his predecessor. Gates, and sought 
battle with the enemy. The battJe of Guilford ensued, when a 
British army of less than S,000, ^more than half of which were 
Americans who had joined that service, met, fought and defeated 
Greene, who then commanded about 4,500 men. How unlike 
was this to the success of Morgan over T&rleton! ^ There, Morgan^ 
with but little more than half the number which Greene com- 
manded, killed, totokand chased away the whole detachment. 

Greene rallied as many of his defeated army as he could get^ 
received many reinforcements, and pursued th^ British army.. 
He found them, and sought battle with at least double their num- 
bers. The armies, met at Hopkirk's Hill, near Campden, and 
Greene was again defeated. If he had used proper means, and 
had not compelled Morgan to retire, as has been seen, and had co- 
operated with Generals Marion^ Suitipter and Pickens, he might 



7& 

kave captured CornTvallis and hh army, instead of again nusfaining^ 
a defeat, as at Guilford court house, CornwuHls having retired 
to Virginia, he might aud ought to have captured the troops tbnt 
beat him at Hopkirk's Hill. 

• Sumpfer, Marion and Pickens of South-Carolina, and Col. Lee 
W^ith his Legion, performed a great deal of hard and successful, 
'service. Tbejhad taken mfxny posts, and regained much of the 
lost country. Lee and Pickens laid siege to the fortress of Ninety- 
Six, in South^CaroIioa; Greene arrived, took the command, and 
although Colonel Cruger, the commandant, was willing to have 
withdrawn to Charleston and surrendered the place and itores^ 
it was refused. Unconditional surrender was required, and Was 
refused. A storm was ordered; the besiegers were repulsed witli 
great loss, and many gallant men were wantonly destroyed^ amorxg 
ti'hom Lieutenant Samuel Selden, brother to Col.. Hiles. Selden of 
Richmond \jn Virginia, lost his arm. The British army advan- 
ced; Greene withdrew, and the garrison of Ninety-Six rotreate^ 
to the neighborhood of Charleston. 

ft was now evident that the British did not intend to prosecutO' 
the war with vigor. Cornwallis had been captured in Virginia 5;. 
Rawdon had retired and become prisoner, at the same time. The 
British army in South Carolina was left under the command of 
Colonel Stuart, and Greene determined to win a laurel even frofm 
him. He again made every preparation and exertion, andde^r^ 
mined either to capture Stuart or force him into Charleston. 
Stuart gave him battle, accoHing to his own desire, at Eutatv 
Spring, and again defeated him wrth inferior numbers. So thai 
Greene, while he sacrificed the lives of his men and the Ui" 
tereslsof his country, seeking laurels, was everywhere disappoint- 
ed, and particularly in four actions: 1st, By GornwalHs, at Guil- 
dford; 2d, by Rawdon, at Hopkirk's Hill; 3d, by Lieut. Colonel 
Cruger, at Ninety-Six; and 4th, by Lieut. Colonel Stuart, at 
£utaw. 

So much ha« been said rel'atifig to Greene's military acts, that 
ar contrast may be drawn between him and Morgan. Greene 
Dever,.and Morgan always successful; the one adored, the other 
disliked by his ^oIdi«rs; the one sure of victory^ the other sure of 
being defeated* A contrast n)ay be also drawn between such a 
prosecution and termination of the war, as Morgan, would ^ave 
made,.and such an one as Greene did make. 

Notwithstanding the reat value and unanswerable- contrast, 
which has been exhibited, the Congress of the United States pass? 
ed resolutions favorable to Greene, and by way of getting some 
reputation for themselves,, represented him and many of his meri- 
torious officers in the highest terms of eulogy; among whom, they 
Bamed the same Jemmy Jessamy Dandy Toilet, whom I have be* 
foxe mentioDed by the name of Pendleton* They also gave t# 



-70 

.Greene a stand ofBriti^h colours, inferring thereby thai they were- 
taken by him; but they were not sufficienily steeped in fol- 
ly of vice, to Bay where and by whom they were taken. They 
also gave to him, upon another occasion, the two pieces of cannon 
irhich Morgaq had taken from Tarietqn at the Cowpens. This 
was injustice to Morgan; and it was a misfortune to the coiiDtry,,. 
that he was placed under the coipoiand of Greene. 

GENERAL, EpWARD STIJVENS. 

This distlnguiiihed soldier, at the beginning of the revolution, 
Vfiis a merchant, and resided at Culpeper court-house. He was 
among the foremost and most jealous patriots of the cause, and 
was apptiinted toihe cofnmandof.a minutp company, in the year 
1775. From that time to the end of the war, he was faithful to 
his principles, which he supported at (he ha^sard of hjs life* 
He commanded (he militia of Yirgmia, fit th^ battle of Guilford 
court-house, where he was severely wounded in the thigh.- The 
troops which he commanded did their duty; but the action was lost* 

Stevens was connected with several respectable and leading^ 
familiesofthfit country, who were all devQ(ed to the cause. - He 
was a large and very comely man, with a- countenance of great 
firmnessand kindness. No man ^as more brave or more benevor 
lent. He deserved no enemies, and his friends were nunfierous. 

C0M1VI0D0RE§ JAMES AND RICHARP BARRON, 

. Were aniong the most dauntless heroes and uniform patriots of 
the revolution. They were, in their sphere and station, what 
General iVIprgan and Colonel Henry Lee were in (heirs— always 
ready to do, and at (he right time, with vigor and effect, what 
ought to be done. Like Morgan, they were defective in educa- 
tion; but lik^ liim, the first named, in person, manners, stature* 
and athletic form, bespoke quali(ica(ions for crunmand and for' 
peisonal duly. As sailors, (hey were hardy, brave, indefatigable 
and persevering; as patriots, they were inflexible; asgentlemenj 
they ivere courteous, ho8pital>le and acceptable to all. They rer 
sided at Uampfon, in (he most exposed situations, from which they* 
could discern objects at a g:rat distance, and nothing escaped 
their vigilance^ They gave timely notue to the government, of 
tht' approach of the fle^t which conveyed Arnold and his banditti 
to James river; but the inforipation was not properly regarde4« 
The plunder and devastation committed at Richmond, op the 
known whi^5i, were the speedy coiifccquences. 

Commodore Jame^ Barron was the father of the late Commo- 

dore-Samuel Barron, and the present most honorai>le, much per^ 

secut^^d, injured and worthy Commodore Jame^ Barron, of (he 

^An^ericai) navy. The sons were worthy of such a fathbr; tbe|f 

frere literally habiiual sailors from their infancyt 
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PATRICK HENRY. 

This great statesman, patriot, oraror and lawyer^ was amonj 
th(e foremost of the i evolutionists. He obtained the confideuct 
of his country and the hatred of his country's foes. . His private 
life was amiable, huniane, rourteous and blameless. He has been 
BO much before the world,, and always in the highest credit and 
Veneration, (hat it is not necessary here to give new plaudits upon 
a theme, which, though not exhausted, has received the approba- 
tion of th<e greatest, wisest and best men. I will not say that he 
was pre-eniineiit among the great, the wise and virtuous; but 
most certainly, he was the second of no man, in these distinguish- 
ed relations, ^ 

He was twice the.Governor of Virginia, often a distinguished 
niemUer of the Legislature, and might have had other offices; but 
his fondness for domestir life and devotion^ to his numerous fami- 
ly, induced him to decline the honors which his popularity would 
have ensured. 

In a much admired book, entitled " Wirt's Life of Henry,*' the 
ilography of this great mau, now referred to, may be seen, 

GOVERNOR JOHN TYLER. 

At the beginning of the revolution, this gentleman was a law- 
yer by profession, and stood among the foremost and most effi- 
cient patriots of Virginia. Besides the benefits of his profession, 
he possessed a considerable estate in lands and slaves, which wa% 
managed with great skill and profit. He was among the revolu- 
tionary leaders of the State, aitd in ardor and soundness of princi- 
pl^e, and honesty of purpose, was anion g the foremost; the friend 
and associate' of the great Patrick Henry, nor was it thought he 
ought to yieJd to any other, except to that immortal man. ' 
Between these great and illustrious men, there was a strict alli- 
ance and friendship. Mr* Tyler was first called to the bepch of 
the General Court, from which he was solicited to aecept the of* 
fice of Governor. When the time limited by the constitution ex- 
pired, he was then appointed to fill the office of District Judge of 
the Courtx>f.the United States, In all these and \% all other sta- 
tions, lie acquitted himself with great fidelity, industry and talent, 
and had a* few enemies and as many friends, according to the 
purnher of his acquaintances, as atjy other man. 

He is the father of his E:3!wellenc}, John Tyler, the present Gov- 
ernor of Virginia, whose public career, though short, has been 
brilliant and promises to do honor to his country and to such a 
'father 

GOVERNOR HARRISON. ' ^ 

Benjamin Harrison, of Charles City county, on James river, 

^as,/or many years, the Speaker of the House. In the year 1781, 

^(i^ the gallant and meritorious Nelson resigned, he was the Gov- 
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#rnor of Virginia, and filled that office whe» some bills of Gen* 
Greene on Robert Morris, were stopped and sent to him by Gen* 
i&cott. These bills were part of thdsfe which Greene drew in pay- 
ment for the clothint^ suppfied by John Banks to the southern ar- 
my, for which he received the gratitude of eve>y man in the army, 
and the particiilar acknowledgments of General Greene. 

Robert Morris having failed to accept and pay these or other 
biilsof Greene, in favorof Ban ks^ produced, as admitted by Judge 
Johnson, very great losses to Banks. 

Governor Harrison, now spoken of, was the father of General 
W. H. Harrison, now a member of the Senate of the Umted 
Slates. 

Governor Harrison, his brothers, sons and other connexions^ 
were zeatou'S and aptive friends of the revolutionary cause,, arrd^ 
without exception, deserved well of (heir country^ 

eOL. THOMAS NEWTON, OF NORFOLK. 
He wad one of the most firm and incorriiptlble patriots who cfver 
lived, land the coristant rallying point for the whigs of his cown* 
ty; and being mild and amiable ih his deportment, he wa^^ 
much esteemed and respectfully regarded by thos^ of opposite 6en-^ 
timents. There were many in that quarter, who always viewed' 
him as their guardian and protector. But for his example and a 
few njore compatriots, Norfblk would have fallen under British 
/ctonrii nation, among whom, none were more steadfast than Colonel 
Matthew Godfrey, of the same county. Col. Newtoo was benevo*- 
lent, kind and hospitable; and although he possessed a-n ample^ 
fortune, which he received from his fether, his care and prudence 
enabled him to rear and educate a large family, and to increase 
hisestate. t have no hesitatiofi to class him among the genuine 
patriots and authdrs of the revolution. More distingiiist^ed rhea 
there were; but a better and more candid and truthful man, was^ 
aot to be found. 

PAUL LOYALL, OP NORFOLK. 
Colonel Newton was connected by marriage with another firm; 
and useful pajlrlot. His Bame was Paul Loyall. He might realty 
he called the sheet anchor of Norfolk. He had been devoted ta 
the sea in his early life, and fhereby obtained the title of Captain j 
but in real patriotism, public anjd private worth and utility,, de-*^ 
served the title of General. Oft have 1 been entertained at hi& 
hospitable board. Hrs whole conduct, both at honne and abroad,, 
proved the noble independence of a sailor's character. Methrnks 
that while I am writing this sketch, 1 can hehotd his sturdy form 
and manly countenance, advancing on his limping leg, to oifcr his 
hand and his heart, with a siaceritjr and generosity which beamed 
in bis countenafitce. 



HENRY TAZEWELL. 

Hearjr TajCeweH^ of Williamsburg, wafraofiond; the ardent pnr> 
triots and s^ges of Virginia. While young, he was'a conspicuout 
member of the bar, and constantly a naember of the Legibtattireof 
Virginia, in the timea that tried meo^s souls. He was afterwards 
made Chief Justice of the General Court of Virginia, and from 
thence called and really solicited to become one of the Senatofs of 
the United States fronn Virginia; in which tru^t^ hedifd. He 
was the father oi th^ present Senator, Littleton' Waller Tazewelli. 
who ably represents his meritorious father) and now stands second 
to no man in talents and correct republican principles. Henry 
Tazewell was the friend and political associate of Patrick Henry^ 
John Tyler, and many others of the same sentiments and pur- 
laits. 

When the revolutionary events of any part of the United States^ 
are the subjects of historical publication, such men as John Strode^ 
Henry Tazewell^ John Tjler, Judge George Wythe Pendletoii| 
Judge Bartholomew Dandridge, Commodores James and Rich- 
ard Barron, Willis Wilson, Champion Travis, Colonel Josiah 
Parker, Miles Selden, Robert Goodt , Nathaniel Wilkinson, ThonK 
as Newton, Matthew Godfrey, Thomas Prosser, Daniel L. Hylton, 
Archibald. Cary, Zacbariah Johnson, Benjamin Harrison, George 
Mason, William Grayson, Richard Henry Lee, Richard Parker^ 
Richard Bibb, Charles M. Thraston, Isaac Lane, French Strother, 
and maay others, ought not tabe totally omitted ; and though such 
notices may serve no other purpose, juvenile minds naay be taiighl, 
that active patriotism and personal devotedness, may hereafteren^ 
title their names to be recorded in the temple of fame; there pos^ 
terity may point to the record, and in the most beatific feelings,. 
Jay, "this was my sire, or grand sire." 

In the large State of Virginia,, there were many others, equally 
patriotic, and equally devoted to the cause ; but those whom I have 
aamed, 1 often saw and well knew. 

COLONEL ROBERT GOODE, &c. 
There were, in the vicitiHy of Richmond, four patriotic gentle- 
men, whose devotion to the cause and influence among the inhab^ 
itants, were great and useful Their names were, Col. Robert 
Goode, Col. Turner Southall, Col. Nathaniel Wilkinson and Maj. 
Thomas t^rosser. The last of these, when Richmond was inva- 
ded and pillaged by Arnold, in the winter 17&0 and 1781, by the 
meang of his own. slaves, wagons and carts, removed the public ar» 
chives to a secure place in one of the many recesses of Chickaho-- 
miny Swamps, and when. the danger was over, he replaced them in 
the capitol, at Richmond. Tc^his patriotism and usefulness, may 
be added, that he was amobg the most hospitable and benevolent 
ef a most bospilabla country. Many equally favorable thipgs 



iiiightfee said of manjr others*; bijt as the citj of Richmond waif 
the Capitol oj[ the Staie^ and Yir^ciiiia did much and suffered 
in (ich^ the prominent men near the Capitol are noticed. Froni 
Q jebec, Florida, and the Mississippi, Virginia patriotism was ex- 
hibited in the braverj* and by the Mood of her sons. 

COLOI^EL MILES SELDEN^ 
Was a native of the couniy of Henrico, which includes the city 
of Richmond. H'u father was the Rector of tl)€ Parish, a firm 
Whig, and a most excellent man. 

Cotonei Selden was Jealously devoted to the revolutioiv from its 
commencement. He marked very young, and^ thejrefore, did not 
become attached to the arn^; but his yoUnger brothers, Joseph 
and Samuel, were officers at the end of ibe war. The latter lost 
his arm in the storm ordered by General Greene, of the fort in 
South Carolina, called Ninety-Six, where he was wounded,^and 
where manv fell. Gol. Selden was ever on the alert, when he 
could be of service to his cnuiitry. He raii^ed a troop of voliinteers^ 
and served at the siege of York, in a very dangerous post« The 
writer of this was one of that troop, and knew him Hivell, and also 
knew, that there was not a firmer patriot, nor a better citizen or 
soldier, devoted to the cause. He resided within three thiles of 
Richmond, on the banks pf James' i*tver, where he raised a numer* 
ous family, one of which is the Register of the Land-Office in Vip- 
ginia. How well I knew him, and bow much 1 esteemed him, tb» 
memorial will attest. 

JUDGE JAMES MERCEIl. 

This patriotic gentleman resided at Fredericksburg, and was 
among the leading whigs of the times. He was moreover an ex- 
cellent lawyer, and for some time a Judge of the General Court, 
from which he was elevated to the bench of the Court of Appeals^ 
which office he held at the time of his death. From the beginning 
to the end of the revolution,,he never faultered or hesitated in his 
political principles and devotion* 

In the latter part of the revolution, he was vety ably and zeaK 
ously supported in those principles, by his brother, Y^blonet John 
Francis Mercer, who greatly distinguished himself in the year 
1781, by raising and commanding a corps of volunteer cavalry, 
consisting of young men of fortune and respectability. He served 
first under Generat Lafayette, and terminated his service under 
General Washington, at the siege and surrender of York town. 

These worthy and distinguished men are now ably represented 
by General Charles F. Mercer, a member of Congress from Vir- 
ginia, whose patriotism, zeal and' usefulness jpr^ve him to be 
iforthy of auch a father and such s^n uncles 
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JOHN STRODE, OF STAPPORD. 

' ThtP exffaordwiary man was a Penns^lvanian b} birth, a (jUakef 
by profes^i )n, and va^ bred to industry and usefulness from his in- 
fancy. Whether we should consider him more of the farmer, me- 
thanic, or i^killul and accurate accountant, I cannot say; because 
I knew him well, and also knew him to excel in all these (hingg, 
but in wliich the most, I could not distinguish; nor can I prefer, 
df several meclVanlcal callings, in which hje was the greatest adepts 
because it vV^ashis singular fortune to be, or soon to become, the 
master of whatever he undertook. 

Some time before the beginning of the revolution, he became a 
resident of the county of Statr>rd, as the superintendent ofa farm- 
ing establishment, and acquitied tiimselfso well in that avocation, 
thai he wa* soon entrusted by his employer, Mr. James Hunter, 
a Scotchman, In the superintendence of a forge and other manu- 
factories, about two miles from Fredericksburg. He was equally 
successful in this more elevated scene. After the war had com- 
menced with Great Britai.i, he obtained the leave of his employ- 
er to establish a manufactory of small arms and other utensils ne- 
cessary for the portending war. Thus authorised, and without 
any other aid, he made an exe*irsion to Philadelphia and other 
parts of Pennsylvania, and brought with him many mechanics, of 
ditTerent avocations. These were soon fully employed^ and most 
rapid progress in makln;^; muskets, pistols, carbines, horsemen's, 
caps, camp kettle?, spadc?^, shovels, &c. was made. Thus he sup- 
plied aH articles necessary for a camp, on very short notice, of the 
best quality. Mr. Strode was not only a good accountant, but 
master of every branch of business, so that a stranger being in the 
shop of one kind, would suppose that this was Mr. Strode's particu- 
lar avocation; but he was master of all, and l)eing a man of inde- 
fatigable industry himself, he required it from others. Such tal- 
ents, such an opportunity, and such a devotion to public utility, 
enabled him to render to the United States, in arms and accoutre- 
ments, more essential service, than any other individual of Vir- 
ginia. 

My father, Gerard Banks, resided within three miles of his es- 
tablishment, and formed for him a respect, which ended only with 
their lives. It was reciprocal. Mr. Strode was a whig and jictivc 
patriot, being always among the foremost to repel an invading fo^ 
or enemy. I am convinced that the example ai^d principles of Mr# 
Strode, made the early imj)res9ions upon the mind and life of John 
Banks, which hfive been already explained. 

For my own part, I was so much excited and animated by him, 
that at the age of sixteen, I left a literary establishment at 
Fredericksburg, and placed myself, with my father's consent, un* 
der his direction, as a clerk, so that I knew Mr. Strode well* 

n 
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Mr. Strode, being in a low state of health, retired from his use- 
fulness to his own private property, about thirty miies fpon) Frede- 
ricksburg, in the county of Culpeper, on the road from Washing* 
ton City to the re.^idfinces of Presidents Jefferson and Madison^ 
was often honored by their friendly visits, and vi'ass also known 
and honored by many other le.iding men of Virginia. He had 
established some manufacturing mills near his residence, and by 
the misfortunes and losses incident to the nonintercourse and em^ 
■ bargr)es, and to extensive speculations in flour, and in en- 
dorsing for his. friends, he received a shock, which terminated with 
his ruin, and being far advanced in life, he never restored his af- 
fairs'. He went afterwriid.H to Nortli-Carolina, and was employed 
as an improver of some of the waters of that country^ where he ' 
died, and no*v lies amon^ those who knew not his early worth and 
Value, nor how much the Unllf^d States owed to the exertions and 
successes of this truly great and useful man, and roost devoted pa- 
triot* 

General Henry Lee, in his memoirs, vol. 2^ page 1 93, takes hon- 
orable and correct notice of Mr, .Strode, as follows: "General 
"Weedon was requf^sted to coll»*cl a corps of the militia, in the neigh- 
borliood of Fredericksburg, for the purpose of covering the most 
important manufactory of arms in the, State, established at Fal- 
tiiouth.'a small village on the north side of Rappahaimoc, one mile 
al)<>vi' Fiederick-sbiirg, and urider the direction of Mr. Strode, a 
•genile*min singularly adapted, by his genius and habits, for its su- 
periutendence." General Lee Was well acquainted with Mr, 
'Stfode, and was often a guest at his hospitable house, while his 
circumsiances were prosperous, when he abounded in wealth, and 
was surpassed by no man in ail the Useful duties of life. 

JOHN STRODE AND JOHxN BANKS. 

I have now presented lo the consideration of all reader?, many 
facts of great importance, and some sketches of revolutionary pa- 
triots, ot'great usefulness, and I miijht also present many others. 
What I have done, was nwces^sary for the vindication and posthu- 
mous fame of my long dead and much lamented brother, patron 
and benefactor; 'he was also the benefactor of his country. I 
have also presented Mr. John Strode as the patron, benefactor and 
cuide of my youth, and the friend of my brother. 

Althoui^h the conduct of these my patrons and benefactors, tend- 
ed, by different m^'ans, to the same purposes, they were not only 
in my e»*timation, but by historical results and just deductions of 
the facts wt)ich have been exemplified, among the pre-eminent 
patriots of tlieir country, and stood among the foremost; and if • 
conclusions were to be drawn from what they did, in connectioii 
with their motives, were the inferiors of none. 



In regard ta the facts which I have stated relating to each, they 
were known by presidents Jefferson, Monroe and Madison, aud 
Chief Juslice Marshall; besides, they 'were of general noioric I}. 
This allegaiion is made liere to confront the insinuation made by 
Judge Johnson, thai Genera! Greene's confident in John Banks, 
had been eXcited by Capt. Pendleton, one of his aid«, who had re- 
cognized Baikks wilh favor and rei^pect ; so that besides the exalt- 
ed names of individuals now livuig. I have a long catalogue of oth- 
ers, who are no more, showing that the ralumniated John Banks 
was in no need of the recognition and countenance of Captain 
Nathaniel Pendleton. 

This Pendleton was the son of a father of (he same name, who 
resided seven or eight miles west of Culpeper court house, who, 
though a respectable man, was not esteenjed as the supt rior of 
Banks' father, by any body who knew them, more than the Capl;iin 
himself was, in his youth, thought to be the superior of John Bank?, 
in private worth arid respectability. These thines are now stated 
in candor and kindness to Judge Johnson and Doctor Caldwell, 
that they may, ifthey please, extend their inquiries to the origin 
of John Blinks, Hnd also to that of his calumniator, Capt?tin f^a- 
thaniel Pendleton. He also was the calutnniator of Gen. H.Lee, 
who, if not the/oremo5/ man of all the worlrj^ of his age and rai.k, 
was certainly the second of no man, if, during seven years of ser- 
vice, in numberless situations requiring talents, bravery, and 
prompt execution, the commission or no fault or the neglect of no 
duty, entitled him to such an appellation. 

But to return to John Strode and Johri Banks. While the pub- 
lic functionaries of the United States, have given many manifesta- 
tions of gratitude for former services, particularly in the revolu- 
tionary war, will not some expanded bosom and liberal heart take 
some pains ?ind pleasure to cause to he erected, in memory of these 
patriots, some permanent testamonial of their worth, at or near 
Fredericksburg, in Virginia, the birth-place of the useful devo- 
tion of their lives, and to say at least, " here lies a revolutionary 
patriot, Slc, He was th6 only mon in existence^ who had the, will and 
the meanis to serve and sane his country y 

JUDGE WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
This personage is the author of two large, ponderous, folio voK 
umes, entitled ''the Life of General Greene," which contain 
almost one thousand pages. They have all the properties of 
novels, except that of affording amusement. They have excited 
the indignation of m^iny, and the severity of several persons. They 
have both enabled me and excited me to write these pages. Hav- 
ing taken a good deal of notice of these declamatory rhodomon- 
^^des, ((or such they are,) in the vindication of my brother, Joha 
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Bank^, for the information of readers, I shall now isaj a few part* 
ing words to the Judge hiTDself. 

William Johnson, now one of ibe AssoriMte Judges of the United 
Stales, is a resident of Charleston, Soath Carolina. He is the &on 
, of a hlricksmitb, who resided in Charlt*sto»), where his success ena- 
bled him to give to his son some education; and the boy heing 
g tiart, forward and itfipudent^ was destined to the profession of a 
lawyer. Some success in^this profession, the influence of party poli- 
tics, and local residence, cjiused him to be elevated to the bench of. 
the Supreme Court of the United States. What ar^j his general 
deportment, qualifications and capacity, I have had no opportunity 
pf judging; but if I may form an opinion from his labors as an his- 
torian, I should pronounce him a bold, impudent, of)blushin^. un- 
hesitating partisan, who nriakes hi? opinions bend to hi^ feelings or 
purposes; 4n consideration of which, I pronounce upon him that 
he shall descend from the bench, resign his sititation, withdraw 
from public view and social intercourse, devote himself to solitude, 
$ackc)o(h and ashes, contrition and repentance, and employ the 
remnant of bis life in atonement to h)ankii<d, and particularlv to 
t^ie m^ines of John Banks. By such means, he may hope to re- 
ceive a pardop for liis offences upon the living and the dead. And he 
h particularly e I joinetHi fid perpetually restrained from sitting an4 
judging in any cause where he shall fijid the names of John Banks 
or Henry Banks; and it is further decreed, that the Chief Justice 
9f tlie court shall cause this decree to be read to the said William 
Johnson, at every term of the co\irt, so long as he shall remain a 
Judge thereof. 

' DOCTOR CHARLES CALDWELL, 
lam sorry that I cannot give any thing like a j-keichof this lite-* 
?"afy personage, connected with tlie ^-maJlesl knowledge of facts. 
J know this, that he is by birth a North Carolinian; but whether he 
beloui^ed to the whigs or the tories of that unforlunate State, dur- 
ing thp revolution, 1 know not. Ifl were to judge from his con- 
duct as a petty politician of modern times, hi.^ romancing history, 
and his censures upon my brother, equftll^ unprovoked, untrue ai:d 
Ufiiiecessary, f would conclude, thai from his boyhood, he was .of 
tlu; (ory y^^irly, an enemy to repul)lira?i rights and to civil liberty. 
I am aw, ire at'his^self sutliciency, of UU literary attaiiiments, ahd of 
tn«* entire trivolitj ol his characier. Bu. ag'iijitB^ftj^^T^^ii.di vidua ily, I 
have t)ul «)ne cliarge — that he iias been the cj^jumtiiatpr of m> bro- 
ther, who as little deserved it a* Caldwell de^trv is th^ apotbeosi?* 
I have not the means to give any thing like nAiew oi hirp. 

« 
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Such has been the general state of mj health in preparing t^it 
Tindicatiuti, that I have fpuiid it ver\ difficuli to piT<«erve proper 
order in the general and necessary view of facts, and in noticing 
and replying to certain things which appear here and there ia 
Judge Johnson's voluminous and ilesultor) publications, Anoth* 
er reason is, that [ could not obtain the posiFesslofi of his publica- 
tions until the foregoing pages were prepared and in the press. 
This explanation will account for some irregularity in the arrange- 
ment of matter and some repetitions, and prevent criticisms, the^ 
caus^ of which otherwise might not have happened. 

It Will be perceived that the following extracts oug^ht to have 
appeared before some other things which have been read: 

Volume II, chaf>. xvii,,paffe 318: " I^ was by one of the excur^ 
lions of this 'gentleman, Mr. Watties, to North CaroUua, that Gen* 
Greene was led into negotiations with John Banks, with whom 
he afterwards formed thof^e contracts, which much embarrassed 
the latter years or'hiei life, threw a cloud of calumny and suspicion 
over his reputation, (uot yet totally dissipated,) had nearly ex- 
hausted all the wealth which the gratitude of the southern §tates 
bad heaped i^pon him^ and left his family to want." 

Voluroe II, chap, xviii, page 360: ^' Banks complied with his 
undertaking, and in a few weeks, the army was comfortably clad, 
and, as General Wayne says,, better clothed than he ever saw 
4nnerican troops. 

^^^Ut this unfortunate negotiation, in the sequel, involved Greene 
through a^course of consequences the most remote and improba- 
ble; first, in the most injurious suspicions — suspicions still resting 
on the minds of nniany; and then in pecuniary embarrassments, 
TCxatious, distressing and ruinous, 

"After a lapse of near forty years, the piety of his friends has 
accumulated in our hands, the most triumphant proofs of his inno- 
cence; but to virtuous sensibility, forty years of calumny and sus- 
picion, appear an eternity. Yet let virtue remain confident, that 
though calumny and envy will attack, and villainy beset, time will 
lift the veil that covers truth, and Providence provide the instru- 
ment/or doing justice to the menciory of the benefactors of man* 
kind. The virtue that purposes to itself no motive more sublime 
than wealth or cotemporaneous fame, has no claims to the higher 
attributes or incidents of virtue.^' 

The three extracts now submitted to the reader, are satisfacto- 
ry, to my own purposes of vindicating my brother, and I very cheer- 
fully adopt the last paragraph, as the full expression of my opin^ 
ion; and I verily believe, that Judge Johnson has become the in- 
strument, in the hands of Providence, to enable me to discharge 
the pious duty — to hit the veil that covers truth, and reinstate my 
brother's famq and memory, among^the benefactors of mankind. 
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Judge Johnson then proceeds somewhat abruptly, to extenuate* 
#ne of* the allegatioiiii against Greene, which he calls calumny and 
suspicion. 

"Of all the officers at this time attached to the armv, there 
were none who shared more largely in the personal confidence of 
General Greene, than Major Buroet and Major Forsyihe. The 
former had been in his family ever since the movement of the ar- 
ffiy from Boston to New- York, and had ever proved hinriself an 
honorable, intelligent and assiduous aid. He was often employ- 
ed in that capacity, in services of the most laborious and cotifi- 
dential nature, and ever acquitted himselfin such a manner as to 
command the entire approbation of the General, as an officer and 
a friend. Major Forsythe had also, from a verj^early period, serv- 
ed in the army, in the Virginia line, and signally distinguished him- 
self by hi>i gallantry and good conduct. His talents, urbanity of 
manners and gentlemanly deportment, had attracted the early no- 
tice of General Greene. 

" In an unguarded hour, and unknown to General Greene, both 
Major Burnet .and Major Forsythe had entered into a commercial 
connexion with Banks, or the bouse of Hunt<»r & Banks. When 
this connexion took place, is not certainly known; bu^ from Banks' 
information, it would seem to have been entered into^ previous to 
his going into Charleston the last time. But it appears from Maj« 
Forsylhe's correspondence, that he had had some commercial 
^transactions with Hunter and Banks, Bt Fredericksburg, in th^ 
•pring of the year 178:2." 



SOME CONCLUDIiNG REMARKS. 

From the commencement of the career of John Banks to hia 
death, and even to this day, I have been connected and implicated 
in some manner or other. There were some interesting details, 
disconnected with him, and subsequent to his death. I may pos- 
sibly hereafter endeavor to amuse and interest those who may 
read them; but at this time I shall confine myself to the develop- 
ments which are necessary for his vindication. I have now con- 
cluded those developments and that vindication, by as many de- 
monstrations and sketches as appeared to be necessary for the 
purpose to which my pen has been devoted; but I will confers, 
that I might have swelled this work to many more useful pages, 
and that there is at this time much matter ready for the press. I 
am compelled, however, from many causes, to present to the world 
what has been done. It is here, that I make a pause. Yes, herQ. 
I will face about and bid defiance. 

r have presented a tissue of truths and explanatory details, for 
the examination and memories •f \h% accusers and calumniators of 
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1^ worthy and long since deceased brother. I ha^e dented the 
leraciiy of their accusations, and the verity of their witnesses; 
ifid I have charged them with having garbled documents, and ex^ 
libi(ed fabrications for truths and suggestions as historical data. 
' Yes, Judge Williaqf« Johnson of South-Carotina, and Doctor 
Charles Caldwell of Lexington, Kentucky, you have published 
ponderous books, which you call Histories; but which, so far as 
relates to the matters which 1 have discussed, are more fabulous 
and false, and greater impositions, than the delusions ofTomance, 
lecause we read novels and listen to romances and other flights of 
fancy, knowing that they are iptended to deceive and amuse* 
You have done historical injustice to the benefactors of their 
country— against departed heroes and patriots, for the base pur- 
pose of filling your purses by pleasing the living. And now, t« 
Judge Johnson I say, without hesitation or fear, or rather, the vin- 
dictive hope of being contradicted by him, that his entire History, 
called the Life of Greene, so far as it speaksof, or relates to Johi^ 
Banks, is a bnse^ ftUse^ fabricated lie^ in everything in which it drparts^ 
father in assertion or insinuation, from what has been stated in these 
memoirs^ And of you, Doctor Charles Caldwell, and yourHistoT- 
ly, I can also say, that tha falsehoods and fabrications are so much 
exceeded by your rhodomontatks and romances^ that 1 hardly know 
whether most io despise or pily you; and were you not so exactly 
in my w;iy, that I am obliged to put you down — yes, down still 
lower than you have been put down by others, I should say to you, 
us my uncle Toby did to the captive fly which had tormented 
him, "G)l gel thee gone! Why shoiild I hurt thee? This' 
world surely is wide eno'igh for thee and for me." Yes, go in-to 
the shades of solitude and retirement, and counteract that climax 
of mental agony^ which you have so greatly merited^ unless, as some 
iay, your self-love and vanity can bring your egolit'tical spirits ev«n 
to«urm>unt that concal mat ion of iniquity, which you have perpetra* 
ted on the name and fame of a young man now dead almost half a 
centucT, whose whole life was a short and brilliant career of vir- 
tuous and useftil actions and propensities. 

1 invite you to reflect upon these things, which are now brought 
in amy against you, and adopt, as the future axiom of your life, 
that a chattering tongue^ and a vain^ foolish^ selfish and deceptions 
hearty will often lead their^o/arie* mto the depths oi misfortune^ 
degradation and contempt, * ^ 

That I have not sought to avoid the worst effects of the anger of 
Judge Johnson or Doctor Charles Caldwell, is most evident; and 
I now premonish them, that whilst I do not invite, 1 shall not avoid 
their hostility. 

Having now discharged, as well as I could, and as soon as I 
could, the mental and conscious obligations which 1 owed to fra* 
t^rnal affection, moral rectitude and eterpal justice, 1 shall enjor 
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A beiler j^rcpamtion for my own departure from fife, than I could 
liave done without makirig this effort to vindicate that brothei! 
whoi^e d^edsf heive endeavored to portray; and I hdmbly implore 
the Father bf Mercies, that my tetter days and la?t moments may 
be serene ah j confident, and not like those of Greene, filled with 
finguisb; iotiritude and fear. Thi^ daty being performed, my 
miird ift relieTed from a burthen which has weighed upon it for 
ftiany years. I shall, er^ long, derote li portion of my time to 
«dme things relating to my?elf, in Virginia, Philadelphia and 
Kentucky, in which men and things which have forced thiemselves 
nporr my memory, will not be neglected. According to my 
opinion of their merits, they will.be portrayed. Those who are 
not conscious of demerit, need not be disturbed by unpleasant an- 
ticipations. No man ougW to act so as to dread the truth. 

Att men wish to entitle themselves to honorable posthumous 
fame, and all would be willing to show that they were descended 
from ancestors of usefulness, dignity and popular character; and 
tlthou^h I will neither say nor insinuate that there were not 
niany Yic^tnlans, of whom the most honorable mention might be 
knade, yet I am very confident that I shall not bfe opposed either 
by critic or cynic, in what 1 have said relating io a few of my 
countrymen, whom f persionalfy knew, and knew them well. Let 
those ^ho may tfiink that the catalogue of names ought to be ex- 
tended to a much longer list, supply by their own pens what I 
might have done; but let me admonish them uniformly to pre- 
serve the same ve^jirdjbf truth and fair deduction, which they 
will find in the sketches which 1 have now submitted to public res- 
pect and consideratij^n; and let me enforce this admonition, th^ 
idea and language of which may be considered as borrowed from 
the celebrated unknown Junius; that is, not to dress their friends 
in a tawdry suit of heed quafifirations, which they neither ever 
^id wear, nor by nature were desigr.rd to wear. 

mURY BANKS, of rirg^nia. 
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